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INTRODUCTION. 


IT has been the conftant endea- 
‘your of unbelievers, to oppofe the 
body of convincing evidence in 
regard to the DIVINE MISSION 
or THE Messtau: ‘They pre- 
tend to inveftigate the truth of 
circumi{tances, while in reality they 
corrupt and falfify the genuine 
fources of information. /¥Ve be- 
lieve the revelation of Jefus Chrit 
concerning redemption and a fu- 
ture fiate, becaufe we believe 
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his DIVINE Mission. ‘They 
prelume, in order to remove 
every hope and fear of a future 
fiate, to doubt the authority of 
{lim who brought hfe and immor- 
tality to light; and, to cruth the 
influence of a Doctrine fo repug- 
nant to their wicked views, en- 
deavour to degrade the character 
of the ‘Teacher. 

Some  perfons have not had 
leifure, and fome perhaps have 
not had inclination, to examine, 
with care, the aflertions of thefe 
artful men. ‘lhe hurry of bu- 
finefs, or the purfuit of pleafure, 
fometimes occupies the attention 
fo clofely, as to render the mind 
indifferent towards the concerns 
of another life. In fuch cafes 
it is not to be expected, that a 

man 
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man fhould be able to confute objec- 
tions propofed againtt the perfon and 
hiftory of Jefus Chritt. It is rather 
to be feared, that he will not elcape 
falling into the fnare, fpread by 
thole who ‘* he tn wait to deceive.” 
Phe “ great-fwelling words” of 
infidelity, diffeminated in httle 
tracts, with perfevering diligence, 
throughout the kingdom, will 
bind him more faftly in the chains 
of worldly intereft; and blafphe- 
mous affertions, without argument 
or proof, will lull him into treache- 
rous repofe. 
"Po guard mez againft fuch delu- 
fion, in fhewing, beyond all con- 
troverfy and oppolition, that our 
Saviour Chrift was the Meffiab pro- 
mifed to mankind; the felectioa of 
the following pages from a general 
Ao ‘Treatife 
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vi INTRODUCTION. 
Treatife on the Truth of our Re- 
ligion, is humbly thought calcula- 
ted. It has been made by a Clergy- 
man of the Church of England, whe 
is perfuaded that to his Panfhioners 
it will be an acceptable prefents,and 
who trufts that by no one it can be 
pronounced an uninterefting repub- 
eation. With great force of argu- 
ment, yet in an eafy manner, theaus 
thor has illuftrated what the enemies - 
of our Lord, whether ancient or mo-’ 
dern, have been defirous to over. 
throw ; the minute Corre/pondenee of 
Prophecy and its Accomplifhment in 
the Character and ConduG of the 
‘Meffah, and, by confequence, THB 
PROOFS OF WLS DIVINE MISSION. 
Of this excellent author a brief 
account feems neceflary. Dr. Ab- 
badie was a foreign Protefiant ; and 
ace 
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accompanied Marfhal Schomberg 
firft to Holland, and afterwards to 
England with the Prince of Orange. 
While resident in London, he was 
the minifter of the French church in 
the Savoy, and afterwards was dean 
of Killaloe, in Ireland. He died in 
1727. He has been often and juttly 
pronounced an elegant and molt im- 
preffive writer. Of the eftimation, in 
which his Treatife has continued, 
numerous proofs * might be ad- 
duced, and an eminent one fhall be 
mentioned. It is the approbation 
of the late Mr. Pitt; who is known 
to have exprefled the higheft fente 
of its merit, and to have earnefily 
recommended the perusal of fo 
mafterly a compolition. In thefe 

* See the teftimonies cited by Bayle, in 
his Dictionary, Art. ABBADIE. 
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philoiophical times, fuch approba- 
tion ‘‘puts to fhame” not only 
‘the ignorance of foolifh men,” 
but alfo the arrogance of lettered 
unbehevers; for it is the approba- 
tron of a man, whofe fingular acute- 
nels was undeniable, whofe judge- 
ment was equally profound and cor- 
rect, and who died, as he had lived, 
a fincere believer in the truths of 
Chriftianity. 

Of the Treatife, which was written 
in the French language, a tranflation 
into Englifh by Henry Luffan, M.A. 
of NewCollege,Oxford, appeared in 
1694 and 1098 ; which were publifhed. 
in two volumes; and are not now of _ 
frequent occurrence. Irom the fifth 
to the end of the fourteenth chapter of 
the fourth Seétion in the firft volume, 
and from the fixth to the end of the 
eighth in the fecond Seétion of the 

other 
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other volume, the prefent publica- 
tion has been formed. "Phe editor 
has thus conneéed, in fubferviency 
to the objec he had inview, the au- 
thor’s illuftrations as well as of cir- 
cumf{tances in the New ‘l'eftament 
as in the Old. In fome parts, it 
is neceflary to add, the tranfla- 
tion has been corrected, and in 
fome abridged, by the prefent 
editor; who alfo has fubjoined, from 
other fources of ufeful information, 
fuch remarks as seem applicable to 
particular.points, anda chronologi- 
cal table of events to which there 
are references in this felection. 
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CHAP. T. 


The Calling of the Gentiles is a true 
charaéer of the Mefhah ; and Jefus 
Chrift is very plainly and erattly de- 
noted to us in the ancient Oracles. 


"THE Calling of the Gentiles is fo 
great and illuftrious a  charaéter of 
the Meffiah, that it feems to compre- 
hend all the reft by which he is diftin- 
suifhed, and to be more than fufficient 
to prove the truth of Ins Miffion, For 
fince it was [a] foretold, in the ancient 
Oracles, that the Gentiles fhould come 
to the knowledge of the true God by the 

B miniftry 
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miniftry ofa Saviour, who fhould be cal- 
led the Lord and Saviour of the world, 
who fhould be asa covenant to the people 
and fhould carry the knowledge of a 
to the end of theearth; fince we find 
all thefe predictions alfo exaétly fulfilled 
in and by our Saviour Jefus Chritt ; 
we do not fee how any one can reafon- 
ably refufe to acknowledge him the 
promifed Meffiah. 

It cannot be imagined, without very 
great abfurdity and extravagance, that 
the Spirit which infpired the Prophets 
would impofe upon us, by declaring, that 
Chrift fhould bring the Gentiles to the 
knowledge of the true God, fhould be 
the Meffiah, and that that fhould be the 
principal character by which we fhould 
know him; and yet fuffer that mighty 
and bleffed. event to be brought about 
by an impoftor, as it muft neceflarily 
ha e been, .accor ding to the {uppofition 
of our adverfaries. 


For 
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Fer, to compafs fuch a bold defign, 
the fuppefed impoftor muft have ftolen, 
or have had givenhim, the moft peculiar, 
moft auguft, and moft eminent character 
that the Prophets had appropriated to 
the true Meffiah ; which is, The Conver- 
fion of the Gentiles. 

And if fo, God muft either out of 
his wifdom and providence have commit- 
ted the execution of his defigns, and 
of the Prophecies publifhed by his own 
commiffion, to a deceiver; or that de- 
ceiver muft have’ foreftalled God, and 
fulfilled his Oracles, in fpite of his infi- 
nite wifdom. For Chrift muft either 
have been:the inftrument which God em- 
ployed to convert the Gentiles, or he 
muft have affumed that employment 

“upon his own refolution ; and, appearing 
as fuch againftthe intentions of God, muft 
have broken the meafures of his provi- 
dence. 

BQ Our 
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* Our controverfy here is about the me- 
thod and means ufed for the falvation 
and illumination of men ; and our adver- 
faries pretend that’ this great merey} 
though it was from all eternity marked’ 
down in the fcheme and model of Géd’s 
fecret councils, was yet at laft brought 
into execution by the officious hands of 
falfehood and impofture; that’ this great 
revolution was effeéted by the miniftry 
of an infamous malefaétor, as if on pur- 
pole to falfify the Prophets, who foretold 
that it fhould be effeéted by the Holy and 
Divine Man, whom God would purpofely 
raife up and powerfully. influence’ with 
his Holy Spirit. If fo, then truth and 
falfhood muft necefiarily have made a 
covenant together, and God and vice 
muft have been reconciled, and immuta- 
bility have been made liable to change. 

It muft therefore be confefled, that 
though the Mefliah, whom we acknow- 
edge, had no other character but this, 

it 
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it is fo effential as to be anbre than - 


fufficient: to perfuade us, that he was 
poffefied of all the reft, even if:we could 
dhew no other proof. | 

But we are reduced to no fuch ex- 
tremity ; for we find, in the Prophets, 
thefe additional proofs. 

J. All the particulars of the time of 
his coming; the place of his nativity ; 
his tribe, and family. 

II. That which relates to his con- 
verfation in the world; his’ virtues ; his 
office ; his ations; his doétrine, and the 
impreffion which it made on mankind; 
the effe&t of his miracles ; the attempt of 
his enemies againft him; his fufferings; 
his death, and the kind and feveral cir- 
cum{tances of it. 

FIL. The events that followed his 
death; the various figns and miracles 
with which it was attended ; his Burial; 
RefurreGtion; . Afcenfion ;. bis fitting at 
the right hand of Gog the promul- 
PAS BS gation 
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gation of his Gofpel in all places of the . 
world; and the Converfion of the 
Gentiles. 

THESE THREE CHARACTERS, IF TRUE, 
PROVE THAT OUR SAVIOUR CHRIST WAS 
THE MESSIAH PROMISED TO MANKIND. 

But, the better to fhew that itis not 
without fohd grounds that we advance 
this pofition, we will thoroughly ex- 
amine all thefe charaéters in particular, 
in order to be fully affured, whether 
wecan fafely rely on their bare evidence. 
In doing this, we fhall particularly ex- 
amine, as exactly as poflible, each of 
thefe three characters apart; and in« 
quire firft, Whether it be a true cha- 
racier of the Meffah; next, Whether 
at agrees toour Saviour ; and then, fup- 
pofing it agrees, Whether it can belong 
to none befides himfelf. And, by thefe 
three examinations, we doubt not to 
demonftrate, that the feveral charac- 
ters recited are not only the proper 

and 
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and indubitable marks of the true 
Mefflah, but that they perfecily agree 
to our Saviour, and never were, nor 


ever can be, verified in any. but .bim> 


alone. After which, we will compare 
them together, and thew their mutual 
agreement and connection; and froin 
that comparifon draw frefh reinforce- 
ments of ftrength and light for the illaf- 
tration and confirmation of our divine 
religion. 


BA CHAP, 


8 . The Correspondence of 


Cab Ask. I, 


Lhe Prophets clearly foretold the Time 
of the MefRah's Coming. 


THE Time of the Coming. of the 
Meffiah is, clearly deferibed to . us 
in four eminent places-of Scripture, viz. 
ia Gen. ch, xlix. ver. 10, Haggai, ch, 1 
ver. 10, Malachi, ch. ii. ver. 1, Daniel, 
ch. ix; which are the four paffages 
we fhall firft examine. 

The firft is part of that bleffing which 
Jacob gave to his fon Judah upon his 
death bed. “‘ Judah,” fays he, ‘‘ Thou 
art he whom thy brethren shall praife; 
thy hand fhall be in the neck of thine 
enemies ; thy father’s children fhall bow 
down before thee, &c. The fcepter 
Shall not depart from Judah, nor a 
law-giver from between his feet, untié 

Shiloh 
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Shiloh come; and unto him shall the 
gathering of the people be.” 

In the blefiing which Jacob here gives 
to his children, we ought chiefly to ob- 
ferve, that he not only foretells them 
what would befall their own perfons, 
but alfo their pofterity. ‘Thus he fore- 
tells Simeon and Levi, that they fhould 
be fcattered among the reft of the tribes ; 
which accordingly came to pafs in the 
days of Jofhua; to Zebulun. he fays, 
that he fhould dwell at the haven of the 
fea, on the border of Zidon; which in 
effect did happen. When therefore he 
bleffed Judah, he foretells him what 
fhould befall his pofterity, he affures 
him that his brethren fhould bow down 
unto him, and that the fcepter fhould 
not depart from him ; the fame as if he 
had faid, that his tribe fhould have 
dominion over the reft, and that the 
feepter fhould not depart from him; 
which imports, that that tribe fhould 

BS command 
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command over the reft, and that the 
{cepter and power fhould be entailed 
on the houfe of Judah, who was to rule 
over the other tribes, till a certain time 
denoted by the coming of Shiloh, or of 
that perfon to whom did belong the 
gathering of the people. 

Now we argue, that he that is called 
Shiloh, in this place, can be no one 
elfe but the Meffiah. But modern 
Jews affirm the contrary; and, to 
deprive us of the advantage of an 
Oracle fo famous and fo exprefsly de- 
claring in favour of our Meifiah, leave 
no fort of violence unattempted againft 
its natural and genuine fenfe. Nothing, 
however, fhews more the force of truth, 
than the vifible deviations into which 
the hatred of it draws its enemies. 

Itis to no purpofe for them firft ofall 
to pretend to ridicule us about the word 
Shitoh ; becaufe all the interpretations 
which they give it, amount tothe fame 

wih 
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with ourown. For if, by this word fome 
of them underftand, the perfon that 
was to be fent, it is manifeft, that this 
quality belongs only to the Meffiah. 
If they pretend that it figntfies the per- 
fon for whom it was referved, that is, 
the perfon for whom the dominion 1s 
referved, this muft undoubtedly be the 
fenfe of it; that the tribe of Judah 
fhould enjoy the fovereign power till 
the coming of him for whom it was re- 
ferved, and who was to gather the peo- 
ple. But if by Shiloh is underftood his 
fon, according to the common interpre- 
tation of the Hebrews, none but the 
Meffiah can pofflibly be meant by one 
of the fons. of Judah, unto whom fthould 
‘belong the gathering of the people. 
But the Jews.may, perhaps, find fome 
‘other fubjects to whom they would af- 
cribe this Oracle. The firft of whom 
is Motes, whom God was to raife up 
ina wonderful manner, and of whom 
: BO Jacob 
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Jacob foretold, as they pretend, that he 
fhould be the Deliverer of the Ifraelites.. 
They pretend that when it is faid, 
“unto him fhall the gathering of the 
people be,” it muft be underftood, as if 
it was thus worded, “ unto him shalt 
belong the gathering of the tribes of Lf- 
rael, and the bringing them out of the 
captivity they fhould fpeedily fall into.” 
For the original word, which is interpre- 
ted by that of People, is often made ufe © 
of to denote the People of God. 

But this notion has nothing of truth 
or of folidity init. For if Jacob had 
intended to have fpoken of Mofes, he 
would have reprefented him by his true 
characters, namely, that of bringing the 
children of Hrael out of Egypt, and of 
delivering to them the law of God, Be- 
fides, if by Shiloh is underftood his fon, as 
the Jews commonly interpret that word, 
how could it be applied to Mofes, wha 
was not the fon of Judah? But how can 

that 


Prophecy and Accomplifhment. 13 


that be the meaning of this Prophecy, 
“the feepter fhall not depart from Judah 
until Mofes come ?” or how fhould it 
appear to us that it was fulfilled in him ? 
What was become of the {cepter, and of 
the fovercign power under that intoler- 
able and moft creel bondage of Egypt ? 
Further, it is evident, that the tribe 
of Judah enjoyed the dominion and the 


ruling power over the other tribes, but. 
it does not appear fo plainly after the 


death of Motes, that it ever had it be- 
fore his time; whence it neceffarily 
follows, that if we would find the Ac- 
complifhment of that Oracle, in the fente 
of our adverfaries, we muft take it 
the contrary way: For thefe words, 
the fcepter fhali not depart from Judah 
until Shiloh come, either fignify nothing 
at all, or they fignify that when Shiloh 
fhould come, the tribe of Judah fhould 
no longer rule over the other tribes. 
Now Judah was fo far from having loft 
the 
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the fovereign power, at the coming of 
Mofes, that he could not truly be faid 
to have enjoyed it till lony after his 
death; fo that this Oracle cannot be 
adapted to him, without overthrowing 
itstruth. Befides it was Jacob’s defign, 
in his laft teftament, to foretell his chil- 
dren what fhould befall them in the 
land which God had defigned to give 
them, as appears by the other bleffings 
contained in it; therefore it is unrea- 
fonable to believe, that the bleffing 
which he here gives to Judah was not 
to extend further than the coming of 
Motes. | 
Neither do they fucceed any better in 
applying the Prophecy to Saul, whom 
Jacob calls Shiloh, as fome of them 
“pretend, becaufe he was to be anointed 
king at Shiloh. For, befides that the 
ceremony of his coronation was per- 
formed at Mizpeh and not at Shiloh, + 
itis ridiculous to pretend that he muft 
neceflarily 
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neceflarily have borne the name of Shi- 
loh, only becaufe he was confecrated at 
that place. Moreover, it does not ap- 
pear, that the gathering of the people 
ever belonged to Saul. And further, 
the empire of the tribe of Judah, in- 
ftead of ceafing at the acceffion of Saul 
to the crown, feemed rather nct to have 
begun till after his death, fince all the 
fucceeding princes were taken from the 
tribe of Judah. And as for Jeroboam, 
he will fuit them no better than Saul, 
becaufe it is well known that he took 
not away the fcepter from Judah, fince, 
after the feparation of the reft of the 
tribes, the tribe of Judah ftill continued 
tokeepupthe figure of a kingdom, under 
kings of its own blood. 

It is true, they might have given 
the name of SAi/oh to David, who was 
really a fon of Judah; but yet who can 
affirm, without abifurdity, that at his. 
coming 
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coming the fcepter departed from 

Judah P 
It is yet lefs reafonable for fome of 
them to pretend, that this Oracle is to - 
be underftood of Nebuchadnezzar, and 
to attribute the name of Shiloh to him ; 
becaufe he could not be the fon of 
Judah, as the modern Jews render that 
word. Befides, what kind of a bleffing 
could that be, which fhould promiie the 
coming of the feourge of God’s people ! 
And how could this Oracle have been 
true, if taken in this fenfe only ? Since, 
during the Babylonith captivity, the 
tribe of Judah was governed by its own 
proper judges, who had power of life 
and death over each private member of 
it ; fince alfo the Jews, when they were 
coming back from the faid captivity, 
had Zerubbabel for their leader, who 
was not only of that tribe, but of the 
royal blood; and fince, after the faid 
returp, the whole nation took their 
name 
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name from that very tribe, which main- 
tained itfelf entire under a government 
and laws ofits own. 

But the, evafions of the . Jews are 
many. Finding the words of this Pro- 
phecy taken in their plain and natural 
fenfe, they allege all the forced inter- 
pretation they can invent, to fupport 
their baffled caufe; and, after having 
made feveral grammatical | obferva- 
tions upon them, pretend, that they 
may render the fenfe of this paflage 
by the following words: ‘the fcepter 
Shall not depart from Judah, nor the 
law-giver from between his feet, after 
the Coming of Shiloh.” But.1 leave 
any man to judge, who fhall’' examine 
this new criticifm of theirs, whether. it 
be poffible to give fuch a fenfe as that 
to the words of Jacob. As for us, we 
are very well contented ta know, that 
our interpretation is natural.and eatly, 
and theirs on the contrary fingular and 

3 forced ; 
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forced ; that their forefathers, together 
with their ancient Rabbins, give thete 
words the very fame interpretation that 
we do, nothing but the neceffity of 
maintaining their ill-efpoufed caule 
forcing them to have recourfe to thefe 
fubtle and incoherent expofitions ; and, 
that the Oracle would be utterly falte, 
if fo to be underftood as they proclaim. 
And this laft reafon we fhall find to 
be decrfive, if it be true, (as it will ap- 
pear to be, when we take the pains to 
refle&t on the words of Daniel concern- 
ing the Meffiah, whom he tells us, 
fhould comeand fhould be cut off *, )that 
afterwards the people ofthe prince fhould 
come and deftroy the city, and the fanc- 
tuary, &c. If then the Jewifhcommon- 
wealth was to ceale, after the death of 
the Meffiah, and to be utterly deftroy- 
ed; how could Jacob have truly 
faid, that, after the Coming of the 


* Chap. iXe 26. 
Meffiah, 
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Meffiah, the feepter fhould not depart 
frony Judah? But, left it fhould be ob- 
jected againft us, that we rely wholly on 
fuch controverted arguments, we fhall 
prove by and by, that this text of Daniel 
‘ought to be underftood of the Meffiah. 
Then have we trifled long enough ? 
No; the Jews have yet fomething 
more to fay. They pretend that by 
the Hebrew word which we tranf- 
late fcepter, we muft underftand in this 
place a rod to punifh withal. So the 
fenfe of the Prophecy would be to 
this effect; that the rod of punifh- 
ment fhould not depart from Judah, 
that is, that Judah fhould be continu- 
ally afflicted, till the Coming of Shiloh, 
who is the Meffiah. But if this objec- 
tion be their very laft refuge, it is, in 
my opinion, the utmoft pitch of igno- 
rance and abfurdity. For firft, the 
original word cannot mean a rod of 
punifhment, unlefs it be determined to 
this 
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this fignification by fome other word. 
Rut though I fhould grant it may as of- 
ten be taken for a rod of punifhment, 
as for a {cepter, yet I affirm that the 
following words, xor the law-giver from 
between his feet, were neceliarily deter- 
mined to fignify a fcepter, and not a 
rod of punifhment. And, in effeét, it 
is no difficult matter to perceive, how 
that the Patriarch here alludes to a cer- 
tain cuftom which was practifed in his 
time. The fupreme magiftrate was 
feated upon a kind of throne ereéted 
higher than any of the reft of the affem- 
bly, and had a. fecretary fitting at, his. 
his feet, to write down the dictates. of 
his will or his Jaws, and to deliver them 
to the people; for which reafon the 
Patriarch terms hinva daw-giver.. Thete 
allegorical expreffions therefore cannot 
amean any thing elfe in general, but that 
the fupreme power, reprefented by the 
fcepter and by the law-giver writing at 

his 
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his mafter’s feet, fhould not be taken 
away from the tribe of Judah, till the 
Coming of Shiloh. Since therefore no 
other fignification but that of /cepter'can 
be‘agreeable to thefe other words, nor 
the law-civer from between his feet, it 
~-muft ‘thence neceffarily follow,’ that 
that is the only interpretation which can 


be given to the Prophecy under our 


prefent’ ‘confideration. — Befides, how 
could this Prophecy be true, if taken in 
another fenfe? Since there’ paft’ fo 
many years before the Coming of Shiloh, 
during which the rod of punifhment 
was not only departed from Judah, but 
his government alfo became fo flourith- 
ing and magnificent, that holy writers 
thought no expreffions: too lofty'in re- 
prefenting it, asit was for inftance un- 
der the reign of king Solomon. 

If to this we add Daniel’s prediétion 
of the Deftruction of Jerufalem after 
the Coming of the Meffiah ; how could 

the 
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the Patriarch then have told us, that 
the fcourge or rod fhould not be remov- 
ed from Judah tillthat time? Further, 
if we compare the preceding and the 
fubfequent words with thefe which we 
aré now examining, we fhall find. that 
they were intended for a blefiing, but 
not fora curfe; and that Jacob promifes 
in them many temporal bleflings to 
the pofterity of Judah, and not mif- 
fortunes or punifhments, as our adver- 
faries would induce us to believe. 

It is thus evident, how weak the ut- 
moft ftrength of falfhood is, and how 
defeétive are her principles; how fhe. 
betrays her own folly on all fides, and 
{taggers herfelf to the ground with the 
force of thofe very paffes which fhe. 
makes atthe true opinion. On the con- 
trary, the true opinion will not coft us 
half the pains to defend ; fince, to this 
end, we need only leave the words of 
this Prophecy their own true connection, 

proper 
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proper place, and natural fignifica- 
tion. 

That none but the Meffiah can be 
meant in this place, we require no great 
reach of underftanding to find out. 
The matter is plain enough of itfelf; 
and the folly which the Jews dif- 
cover, in feeking fuch evafions, isa 
clear demontiration of it. The unani- 
mous confent of the ancient Rabbins, in 
applying thefe words to the Meffiah, 
manifeftly evinces the fame. And, we 
need but confult their Targum or Tal- 
mud to be fully fatisfied of it. Further, 
all agree, that the gathering of the peo- 
ple is a peculiar privilege belonging to 
the Meffiah. ‘‘ Inthat day,” fays Haiah, 
‘‘ there fhall be aroot of Jeffe, which thall 
ftaud for an enfign of the people; to it 
fhall the Gentiles feek*.” The Pflalmift 
likewile fays, that all nations fhall ferve 
him: and the Jews themfelves grant, 
that the Meffiah fhall gather together 


* Chap. x, 10. 
all 
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all nations of the earth, but no~ ether- 
wife than to be only as flaves, merely» 
dcfigned to ferve for the glory and plea- 
fure of their matters the Ifraelites. 

~ But if to this fame character we after- 
wards join the name of Shiloh, it will 
undoubtedly clear all feruples concern- 
ing that fubject, what interpretation 
foever be given to it. For, if the word 
Shiloh really fignifies his fon, who but 
the Mefifiah could be that fon of Judah, 
who fhould gather the people, and put 
a period to the fovereign power of 
Judah ? The like may be afferted of all 
other interpretations of this word. ‘To 
which we may further add the agree-- 
mentof this Oracle with the Prophecy ° 
of Daniel, which tells us, that Judah 
fhould be deprived of the ruling power ; 
that the temple fhould be dettroyed, 
and the fanétuary fhould be profaned, 
after the cutting off of the Meffiah. 
, But 
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But we ought more efpecially to ob- 
ferve the agreement of this Oracle with 
its event. For if all Prophecies are 
obfcure before their completion, they 
ceafe being fuch, and become clear 
and evident, after they are come to 
pafs. 

The ftate and condition of. the Jews — 
may be confidered with refpeét to a 
threefold diftinétion of time. — Firft, in 
refpeét to the time before David, in 
which we may well fuppofe the tribe of 
Judah had fome credit and fuperiority 
over the other tribes. Secondly, to the 
time from David to the Babylonifh Cap- 
tivity, during which, ail the princes and 
governours of that nation arofe from 
that tribe. Laftly, to the time from the 
Babylonifh Captivity to the Coming of 
of that perfon whom we fuppofe to be 
the Meffiah, in which alfo it enjoyed 
their particular pre-eminence and pre- 
rogatives. 


G For 
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For I. The tribes of Ifrael. were cut 
off, yet the tribes of Judah continued 
{till with the Levites, who were appoint- ~ 
ed to inftruct them in the law of God. 
II. It gave Jacob’s children, after that 
time, their name in general. III. When 
governours were taken out of the tribe 
of Levi, as for inftance, the Afmone- 
ans, or Maccabees, they held their au- 
thority from the fuffrages only and the 
confent of that tribe which empowered 
them to act but for a certain time. 
IV. There was always a grand coun- 
cil of the elders. of Judah held continu- 
ally to govern the people; and fince 
they alone of all the children of Ifrael 
remained under a fettled ftate; (for Ido 
not here reckon as any thing the govern- 
ment of the Levites, who were wholly 
taken up with matters ef religion; ) fince 
they had a law anda private govern- 
ment to themfelves, either in Babylon, 
or under the Romans; fince they had 

a fort 
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a fort of a kingdom and of a common- 
wealth amongft them; it muft thence 
neceflarily follow, that the /Ccepter was 
not wholly departed from Judah, nor 
the daw-giver from between his feet, 
till the Coming of the Meffiah. And 
thus it appears that the firft part of this 
Oracle was exaGily fulfilled. 

But if we will look back upon the mif- 
fortunes that have befallen the [xB] Jews, 
#ince the death of the Meffiah, we fhall 
not find the leaft form of a government, 
or of any commonwealth, remaining 
amoneft them. They obferve no man- 
ner of laws, and are altogether deftitute 
of any governours to guide them. They 
neither have any fettled abode, lands, 
or pofiefions. How then can the fcep- 
ter poflibly be faid not to be departed 
from them, when it is plain that they 
have loft all things, their privileges, 
regilters, books of genealogies, and the 
means of diftinguifhing one another ! 

2 Thus 


s 
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Thus it again appears, that the fe-« 
cond part of this Prophecy is exaétly 
fulfilled.: Who then can any longer 
doubt the truth of an Oracle fo clearly 
juttified by its accomplifhment, which 
is, as it were fo perfpicuous a comment 
upon it? And, to defeat all the ob- 
jections that incredulity can here op- 
pofe againft us, we have no more to do, 
but fometimes to confult the Oracle, 
and fometimes it’s Event. The Oracle 
affords us the following Argument. 
The /cepter was not to depart from Ju- 
dah, nor the law-giver from between 
his feet, till the Coming of Shiloh ; but 
the /cepter is already departed from Ju- 
dah ; therefore it muft neceffarily fol- 
low, that Shiloh is already come. And 
from the Event we take occafion to ar- 
gueinthismanner. The authority and 
power of governing itfelf by it’s own 
laws remained in the tribe of Judah, 
till the Coming of Jefus Chrift; but ex- 

adily 
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actly after his death, it loft that privi- 
lege and that authority ; it muft there- 
fore thence neceffarily follow, that Jefus 
Chrift was that very Shiloh, at whofe 
coming the /cepter was to depart 
from Judah, and till whofe coming there 
was always to continue a /law-giver 
among that ¢ride. 

But, after what has been faid, it is 
no longer a queftion, whether that be 
a. true character of the Meffiah. And 
that it agrees to Jefus Chriit, and to 
none but him, is manifeft, in that the 
fcepter has been fo long departed from 
Judah. Confequently it may truly be 
faid, that this character would not bea 
true character of the Meffiah, if it had 
not been fulfilled in JefusChrift. The 
Oracle therefore ferves to illuftrate the 
Event, and the Event gives force to the 
Oracle. 


c 3 CHAP. 
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See 503 9k pans WW 


The Time, in which the Prophets fore 
told the Meffiah frould come, is here 
Surther examined. 


THE next Oracle to be confidered, 
which is that of the Prophet Haggai, is 
altogether as plain and exprefs as the 
former, which we have examined. It. 
extends from the third verfe of the fe- 
cond chapter to the tenth. And, be- 
eaufe it is of great import to be fully 
acquainted with the conne@ion and the 
true fenfe of it, it will not be amifs 
briefly to analyfe it. 
- In the beginning of this chapter, we 
are told, that the word of the Lord came 
to Zerubbabel, by the Prophet Haggai ; 
and this is what he faid to him in the 
name of God: He fpeaks to him of 
the 
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the fecond temple, which was lately re- 
built, and which he fuppofes, firft, to 
appear in the eyes of the whole world 
to be much inferiour in giory to the firft 
temple : “Who ts left among you,” fays 
he, ‘‘that faw this houfe in her firft glo- 
ry ? And how do-you fee it now? Is it 
not in your eyes, in comparifon of it, as 
nothing?” Secondly, he would not how- 
ever have this apparent difference in 
any refpect to difhearten them: “Yet 
now be ftrong,” headds, “O Zerubbabel, 
and be ftrong, O Jofhua, fon of Jofedech 
the High Priett. Be firong all the peo- 
ple of the land, fays the Lord, and work ; 
for I am with you, &c,” ‘Thirdly, he 
endeavours to perfuade them, that 
though God had not reftored to thein 
all their former advantages, and though 
the glory of this fecond. houfe (as he 
intimated before) was much inferiour 
in glory to the firft, yet had he not de- — 
parted from the covenant which he made. 
c A with 
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with their fathers : ‘‘ According’ to the 
word,” fays he, “that I covenanted with 
you when ye came out of Egypt, fo my 
Spirit remaineth among you: fear ye 
not.” Fourthly, and becaufe, God hav 
ing not revealed his glory in the fecond 
temple in fo peculiar a manner as he 
had done in the firft, it'gave oceafion 
to doubt whether his Spirit would, as . 
before, remain in the midft of ‘the 
Jews, or whether he would © fill: this 
fecond houfe, as he had filled the 
firft, with the glory of his smajefty; 
the Prophet prefently diffipates that 
doubt by a fignal and magnificent pro~ 
mife : for he tells them, that ina little 
while God would work amongft them 
the fame Miracles, which he had wrought 
in the days of their fathers; that is, he 
would thew his ‘power, as he did in the 
days of Mofes, in the fea, on the earth, 
and in the heavens ; that he would then 
fhake the nations, and haften the hcom~ 
Ing 
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ing of him they wifhed for; and that 
the houfe which they had rebuilt, fhould 
be filled not with the glory of men, which 
merely confifts in filver and in gold, of 
which God has no need, as being the 
work of his own hands, but with the 
glory of God, and with the peace’ 
which he would fettle in it. For this is 
the true fenfe of the following words, 
which the Prophet adds. ‘*For thus. 
faith the Lord ofhofts, yet once, itis a. 
little while, and I will fhake the heavens, , 
and the earth, and the fea, and the dry 
land ; and I will fhake all nations, and 
the Defire of all nations fhall come, and_ 
T will fill this houfe with glory, faith the 
Lord of hofts.. The filver is mine, and - 
the gold is mine, faith the Lord of hofts. 
The glory of this latter houfe fhall be 
greater than of the former, faith 
the Lord of hofts, and in this. place 
I will give peace, faith the Lord of 
hofts.” | 

C$ In. 
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In truth, how ftrong foever the pre- 
judices of the Rabbins may be, itis hard 
for them to avoid being very much per- 
plexed by paffages fo exprefs as thefee 
For the truth, which they repulfe on one 
fide, fallies out upon them again on the 
other, and cafts them into ftrange dif- 
order. And indeed, how is. it poffible 
that they fhould give any tolerable an- 
fwer to fome quettions, which we fhall 
propofe to them, without having re- 
eourfe to their ufual employment of ri- 
dicule or evafion. 

In the firft place, we will afk them 
how they can reconcile to their tenets, 
that the glory of the fecond: houfe was. 
greater than that of the former; fince- 

the fecond neither bad in it the Urim _ 
nor the Thummim, nor the ark of the. 
covenant from which God delivered his. 
Oracles with a clear and audible voice, 

_ nor Aaron’s rod, nor the Manna, nor 
the fire which came down from heaven 
5 and 
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and was wonderfully preferved upon 
the altar to confume their burnt offer- 
ings, nor the Spirit of Prophecy, which 
after the rebuilding of the fecond tem- 
ple was withdrawn from them, as the 
Rabbins themfelves confefs ? 

Let us fee what anfwer they make to 
this obje€tion. They allege twothings, 
which alas! wall not in any way aflift 
them, but ferve only to difcover the 
miferable blindnefs of the modern Jews. 
They fay, that the fecond temple lafted 
about ten years longer than the former ;. 
that Herod, having rebuilt it, improved 
it very much, and made it more fplendid 
than the firft. What advantage is 
there in this anfwer? Can it deferve 
that, upon its fole account, we fhould 
prefer that fecond ftructure before a 
temple, which Solomon, who was in 
every refpect far richer and more mag- 
nificent than Herod, had built with fo 
great induftry and fuch an incredible. 

c6é expence 
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expence of treafure; before a temple 
which could not but have’ been’ built’ 
with the moft perfect fymmetry imagin- 
able, fince it had the wifeft: both of 
kings and men for its chief architect, . 
whofe choice vefiels and utenfils were. 
all of gold, (whereas thofe of the fecond 
houfe were only of brafs,) and which 
was overlaid with gold* both within and 
and without; before a temple that had 
been filled with a cloud, and with the 
glory of God, fo that the priefts could not 
ftand to minifter}, being not ableto bear 
the brightnefs of it; before a temple 
which had the Urim and Thummim, the | 
ark of the covenant, and many other the 
like advantages (wanting in the fecond} 
with which it was adorned. 7 
Let them folve this difficulty if they 
can, or elfe let them give us leave to 
fhew, that this Oracle was exaétly ful- 

® 2 Chron. chap. iii. ' 

+ 2 Chron. chap, v. 13, 14, 
filled 
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filled in our Meffiah, who;honoured. the 
fecond temple with his prefence, and 
caft them out that foldand bought there- 
in; who -was even confumed for the 
zeal thereof; and who daily taught in 
it, whilft he abode in Jerufaiem. » For 
fince we look upon. the Meffiah, as be- 
ing the center of all Religion, the end of 
all Prophecies, and the inftrument 
which God employed to manifeft his 
clory unto men; there is no doubt that 
the fecond temple, having been feveral 
times honoured with his prefence, en- 
joyed, in his perfon, the ark and the 
cloud of God, the glory of Solomon, the 
Urim and the Thummim, the fpirit of 
Prophecy, and the glory of Miracles, 
altogether. From which itis manifeft, 
that the glory of the fecond houfe was 
greater than that of the former. 

We will afk them, fecondly, how the 
Prophet could have reafonably faid of 
the fecond houfe, when he oppofes it 
to the former, that God would fettle his 

peace 
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peace upon it? For at what time fo- 
ever we confider it, whether before or 
after it was rebuilt by Herod, ftill it ap- 
pears that it was much oftener profaned 
than the former. For Seleucus, one 
of the fucceffours of Alexander the 
Great, fent men to pillage the temple of 
Jerufalem * : and Antiochus, furnamed 
Epiphanes, having taken ‘the city by 
force, entered into the temple, and. 
took away the holy veflels, filling Jeru- 
falem with blood and flaughter; and two 
years after fent again other men, who 
did all they could to extirpate the Jew- 
im Religion, burnt the books of the 
Law, profaned the Sabbaths, forced the 
Jews to offer faerifices to idols, thed it 
nocent blood about the holy place, de- 
filed the fanciuary, committed all forts 
of adulteries within the inclofure of the 
facred places, fet up an abominable 
idol on the altar of God, and afterwards, * 


| * 1 Maccah. ie. 
called 
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called his houfe the temple of Jupiter 
Olympius. 

And if we confider what has happen- 
ed to the Jews fince the days of Herod, 
we fhall find that they never enjoyed 
any peaceable times under the Roman 
empire; that Caligula could never be 
at reft, till he had fet up his ftatue in the 
temple of Jerufalem, which oecafioned 
a war ; that the defolating and aftonifh- 
ing abomination, of which the Prophet 
Daniel fpeaks, was fet up in the holy 
place; and that the Jews themfelves 
went and defiled the temple with their 
own blood, by murdering one another 
there on a folemn feaft-day. | 

And if we feek after the peace here 
mentioned, among thofe perfons who 
in any fenfe belonged to the temple, we 
fhall find that the Jewifh teachers were 
Givided into feveral and different feéts, 
viz. the Effenes, Sadducees, Pharifees, 
Hemerobaptifts, &c. who all hated each 

other 
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other as mortal and inveterate enemies. 
Whilft this fecond houfe ftood, the fuc- 
ceffion of its high priefts Gf I may fo 
fpeak) was a merefucceflion of robbers ; 
the facerdotal office falling ufually to 
the fhare of him, who was the moft faéti- 
ous or moft worldly-minded. The people 
themfelves were perpetually transferred 
from one flavery to another; they un- 
derwent the moft rigorous treatment. 
both of the Greeks and Romans; and 
they no fooner attempted to fhake off 
the yoke of thofe proud and infolent. 
tyrants but they were made flaves to all 
other nations, and fell into that terrible 
defolation which lafts unto this day. 

Where is that peace of God then,, 
which was to be fettled in the fecond . 
_temple? Where fhall we find it now, 
when there is not fo much as the leaft 
mark of it left in the temple, nor in the 
Levites, nor teachers, nor in the high 
prieft ; nor, laftly, in the people, 

This 
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This argument preffes home; which 
let the Jews, againft whom it is intend- 
ed, anfwerifthey can. Let them ftrain 
their imagination once more. Will 
they offer to fay, that for a confider- 
able time the peace of God might be 
faid to be fettled in the fecond temple ? 
But that would be perverting the ftate 
of the queftion ; or the Prophet, hav- 
ing a mind to fhew that the fecond tem- 
ple fhould excel the former in glory, 
gives us this character of it, viz. that 
God would fettle his peace upon that 
fecond houfe. How fhould we then 
reconcile thefe words to hiftory, which 
affures us that the peace of God was 
lefs vifible in the fecond temple than in 
the former ? 

To what purpofe is it for them to de- 
lude themfelves ? Either this Oracle 
muft be falfe, or it muft have been ful- 
filled in Jefus Chrift, who, according to 
the notions of all the Prophets, was the 

true 
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true Prince of Peace. It was he who 
fo often declared, and caufed to be de- 
clared, tidings of peace in the temple of 
Jeruialem ; and who, being the pledge 
and the fole caufe of the peace which 
God had made with mankind, was car- 
ried into the temple after he was born. 
And there it was that Simeon foretold 
what kind of peace he was to bring into 
the world ; a peace fo much the more 
defirable, becaufe it fets our hearts and 
confciences at reft, and allays the fury 
of our paffions; a peace which is the 
univerfal and the fecret principle of the 
obedience of all nations, ‘becaufe it 
makes God to reign by love, and efta- 
blifhes his kingdom in the hearts of the 
true Ifraelites, and is the foundation of 
the heavenly Jerufalem. 

Thirdly, we with the Rabbins to telt 
us, why the Prophet, intending to fhew 
us how much the fecond houfe fhould. 
excel the former in glory, informs-us, 

that 
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that God would again fhake heaven and 
earth, as he did in the days of Mofes; 
jince he had already mentioned the 
covenant which God had made with the 
Ifraelites by the mediation of that Pro- 
phet? Was it not becaufe the Meffiah, 
who was to be the glory of this fecond 
houfe, was to fhew forth his wonders in 
heaven, and in earth, on the waters, 
and on the dry land ? 

If they will not grant this, let them 
‘at leaft give us the meaning of thefe 
words, iad more sipeciAlin of thofe 
which immediately follow them. For 
to what end is it faid, that the Defire of 
the nations fhould come? Who is this 
defired of the nations? Why fhould God 
fhake heaven and earth at his coming ? 
What has the Defre of the nations to do 
with the glory of the fecond houfe ? Or 
why fhould the Prophet more efpecial- 
Jy mention this defired of the nations, 

whea 
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when he defigned only to give us a def= 
cription of the glory of the fecond tem- 
ple? 

Can they tell us of any great mo- 
narch or any mighty prince, from the 
rebuilding of the temple till its fatal 
overthrow by the Romans, who was, at 
the fame time, both the defire of the 
nations and the glory of the fecond 
houfe ; and who made the fecond houfe 
exceed the firft in glory? Let them 
feek, invent, and ftrain the imagination 
as much as they will, they never will 
be able to find out any other but the 
Meffiah whom we prefent tothem. For, 
_ on the one hand, he really brought to 
that houfe a glory wanting in the for- 
mer ; fince falvation, life, and inimor- 
tality, were fully revealed in Jefus 
Chrift, who is the end of the Law, the 
fulfilling of the Oracles, the center of 
Religion, and in whom the facerdotal, 
the regal, the prophetical office, and_ 

all 
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all other advantages which the Jews 
ever had, all terminate in their common 
principle. And he is, on the other 
hand, the Defre of the nations, fince the 
nations -aclually defired him, and effec- 
tually embraced his Gofpel, as foon as 
he was pleafed to reveal it to them. 

But if, after all that has been faid, 
the Jews will not yet yield up the caufe, 
let them reflect on the words of the 
Prophet Malachi, ch. 3. ver. 1. which 
are exactly parallel to thefe. ‘ Behold,” 
fays God by the mouth of that holy 
man, ‘‘I willfend my meffenger, and he 
fhall prepare the way before me; and 
the Lord, whom ye feek, fhall fuddenly 
come to his temple; even the meffen- 
ger of the covenant whom ye delight in; 
Behold, he fhall come, faith the Lord 
of hofts.” 

Who but the Meffiah could be that 
Lord whom the Jews fought after, or 
that Méeffenger of the covenant in whom 
. they 
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they delighted, who was to be preceded 
by a forerunner? This the Rabbins 
themfelves durft not call in doubt. 
But, to oppofe the force of this text of 
Scripture fo evidently favourable to our 
religion, they aét only with a confidence ~ 
peculiar to them, in maintaining that 
neither the forerunner nor his Lord are 
yet come. Firft, however, we fhew them, 
in John the Baptift, all the true charac- 
ters of a forérunner and meflenger, who 
made the paths of the Lord ftraight, by 
exhorting the people to repentance, 
as aneceflary preparation to enter into 
the kingdom of God, which he publick- 
ly affirmed was at hand ; and alfo, by 
turning the hearts of the fathers to their 
children, and thehearts of the children 
to their fathers, when by his preaching he 
‘induced them to a reconciliation, and 
baptized them in Jordan after they had 
confeffed their fins*. IJ. Sometimes the 
® Malachi iv, 6. 
Prophe; 


«? 
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Prophet tells us, that he fhall fuddenly 
come to histemple,asMalachi doth in this 
place; and fometimes the Prophet af- 
firms, that hefhallmake the glory of the 
fecond houfe greater than that of the 
former. IIL. Thefe Prophets, defigning to 
comfort thofe who with a fervent and 
holy impatience expected the Coming of 
the Meffiah, tells them, ‘‘ Yet once, itis 
alittle while, and he cometh, &c. and the 
Defire of the nation fhall come.” Where 
it isremarkable that the Prophet might 
very properly have ufed this expreffion 
according to our fenfe, but that he could 
not have ufed it according to the Jew- 
ith opinion. For though there paft a 
confiderable period of time between the 
agein which the Prophets lived, and the 
Coming of the Meffiah, confidering the 
thing abfolutely in itfelf; yet it is true, 
that that great diftance of hiscoming into 
the world did feem to them butof avery 
anconfiderable fpace, becaufe they fpoke 

of 


AS The Corre{pondence of 


of it with comparifon to that time in 
which he had been fo long expe@ed. 
And the very expreffion of thete Pro- 
phets is a fure token of this fecret com- 
parifon. For this expreffion, once more, 
and alittle while, cannot but fignify that 
the time, which was yet to come in the 
profpect of that bleffing, was not 
nigh fo long as that which they had al- 
ready paffed in the tedious expectation 
of it. And this will be found very true 
in the Prophecy which we have here 

explained according to our principles. 
But, on the contrary, it will be into- 
lerably obfcure, falfe, and even abfurd, 
if the interpretation, which the Rabbins 
give it, be admitted. For if, from the 
days of Malachi and of the Prophet 
Haggai, the Jews had {till a longer 
time to expeét the Coming of the Mef- 
fiah, than the time had been in which 
their anceftors had expeéted him, from 
the days of Noah to the age in which 
thofe 
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thofe Prophets lived; how could thofe | 
Prophets fpeak reafonably and with 
eood fenfe, when they ufe fuch expref- 
fions, as, once more, and a little while, 
and he frat come; and behald re cometh? 

‘But let us haften to examine the 
Prophecy of Daniel, [e] which, like a 
torch, gives to all others fo greata light, 
_that it cannot but make us _ hefitate 
awhile, which of the tvo we ought moft 
to admire ; the evidence of. the truth 
which appears in it, or the ftrange 
blindnefs of thofe who are not fenfible 
of it. 


D CHAP. 
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CHAP UoTV¥. 
An Examination of the Oracles of 


Daniel, which foretel the Time of the 
Coming of the Mefiah. 


[Nn order to this, we need but examine 


the three following truths. I. Whe- 


ther the Meffiah, or fome other perfon, 
be underftood in the 2d, 7th, and 9th 
~-ehapters of the Vifions of Daniel. IT. 
* Whether the Time of his Coming, which 
is clearly denoted in. them, be already 
paft, as we affert itis; or whether it be 
yet to come, as the Jews pretend. 
And laftly, whether the Time of the Com- 
ing of our Saviour agrees with the Time: 
of the Coming of the Meffiah, which. 

was revealed to Daniel. 
We fhall join thefe three chapters, 
the ad, 7th and 9th, together, becaufe: 
they, 
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they all mention one and the fame event, 
namely, the eftablifhment of an ever- 
lafting kingdom. . Daniel, in his inter- 
pretation of Nebuchadnezzar’s dream*, 
tells the king, that the image of Gold, Sil- 
er, Brafs, and Iron with potter's Clay, 
did portend the rife of four great monar- 
chies ; and, after having explained to 
him all the various relations of that 
myfterious dream, together with that 
which fhould come to pafs after his 
days, he adds thefe words: “And 
in the days of thefe kings fhall the God 
of heaven fet up a kingdom, which 
fhall never be deftroyed ; and the king- 
dom fhall not be left to other people, 
but it fhall break in pieces and confume 
all thefe kingdoms, and it fhall ftand 
for ever. Lorafmuch as thou faweft 
that the {tone was cut out of the moun- 
‘tain without hands, and that it break in 
pieces the Iron, the Brafs, the Clay, the 
* Chap. il. ver. 44, 
DQ _ Silver 


me 
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Silver, and the Gold; the great God 
hath made known to the king what 
fhall come to pads hereafter.” 

It cannot. be doubted, that Daniel 
reprefented the very fame event in the 
7th chapter, ver, Ll t, 1S) ae es 
For in it he mentions four beafts, which 
he fays, are four kings which flall arife 
out of the earth; and an everlaft- 
ing dominion, which was. fome time af- 
ter to be fettled, according the words 
immediately following: “‘ Dut the Saints 
of the Moft High fall take the kingdom, 
and poffefs the kingdom for ever, even 
for ever and ever.”’ Lut, that there may 
be no room left to doubt this trath, let 
us fee what expreflions Daniel employs 
to defcribe the latter part of his vifien. 
« As concerning the reft of the beafts, 
they had theirdominion taken away ; yet 
their life was prolonged for a feafon and 
atime. I faw inthe night vifions, and 
behold one ike the Son of mab came. 

with 
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with the clouds of heaven, and came to 
the Ancient of days, and they brought 
him near before him; and there was 
given him dominion, and glory, anda 
kingdom, that all pesple, nations, and 
languages fhould ferve him: his domti- 
nion is an everlafting dominion, which 
fhall not pafs away, and his kingdom 
that which fhall not be deftroyed.” 
This Prophecy is repeated to Daniel 
in different terms, and under different 
circumftances, in the ninth chapter; 
where the Prophet, after having made. 
that excellent confeffion and prayer, in 
which he implores God to turn away his 
indignation trom Jerufalem; acknow- 
Jedging it to be for their fins, and the fins 
of their fathers, that Jerufalem and all 
the people were become a reproach to 
the nations round about; and adding, 
that they did not prefent their fupph- 
cations before him trufting in their own 
righteoufnefs but in his great mercies; 
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is addreffed by an angel fentto fhew him 

the meaning of the following words [p|: 
“Seventy weeksare determined upon thy 

people, and upon thy holy city, to 

finith the tranfereffion, and to make an 

end of fins, and to make reconciliation. 

for iniquity, and to bring in everlafting 
righteoufnefs, and to feal up the vifion. 

and prophecy, and to anoint the Moft. 6 
Holy. Know therefore and undertiand,,  » 
that from the going forth of the com-" 
mandment to reftore and tobuild feru~ 

falem, unto the Meffiah the: Prince, 

fhall be feven weeks, and threefcore - 

and two wecks;: the eee fhall be built 

again, and the wall, even in troublefome 

times. And after threefeore and two. 

wecks fhall Meffiah be cut off, but not 

for himfelf; and the people ofthe prince. | 
that thall come -fhall deftroy the city  - “g 
and the fan¢tuary ; and the end thereof 

_fhall be with a flood ; and‘unto theéfidy >" ; 
ofthe war, defclations are determinéds | 
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Aad he fhall confirm the covenant with 
many for one week; and in the midft 
of the week he fhall caufe the facrifice 
and the oblation to ceafe; and for the 
overipreading of sikeakatlans he fhall 
make phen even until the confum- 
mation, and that determined, fhall be 
poured upon the defolate.” 

By the Coming of this Meffiah, 
of this Prince, together with the recon- 
@iliation for fin, and that ‘ceribias 
righteoufnefs which he was to bring 
with him, it is evident that no Aire 
event was intended to be reprefented, 
but that which was already denoted to : 
us by the coming of thofe faints who 
were to take poffeflion of the kingdom, 
and of that Son of man to whom an 
everlaitiug dominion was given. 

However, I am not ignorant that 
fome would have. this Prophecy, con- 
-tained in the gth chapter of Daniel, to 
be underitoad of the building of the 

D4. temple, 


a 
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temple, of the confecration of the moft 
Hi place ; and the words which follow 
of the coming of Autiochus Epiphe- | 
nes, who polluted the fan€iuary, and 
canfed the oblation of the law to ceafe. 
Put there are feveral reafous which | 
overthrow this explication. The term 
oi feventy years can never be adapted | 
to it; becaufe if we mean by it weeks 
of fey it will be too fhort a period; 
and too long a period, if we underftand* ’ 
weeks of years. | 
Eefides, as the Prophet, by thefe un- 
ufaal expreflions, “ to finifh the tranf- 
greffion, to make an end for fin, tomake 
a reconciliation for iniquity, to bring in 
everlafting richteoutnels, to feal up the 


vifion and the prophecy, and to anoint 


tie Moft Holy,” cannot but denote fome » 
eyent greater and more fignal than the 
rebuilding of the city or the temple of 
Jerufalem ; fo none can reafonably be- 
lieve that his meaning in that place ter- 

minates 


voy 
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minates only in that re-edification. In 
effect, what fhould be the meaning of 
thefe words, the Chrift fhall be cut off; 
but not for himfelf, if taken in that fenfe ° 
Nehemiah, it is true, was fent into Jew- 
ry with a full commiffion, empowering 
the Jews to finifh the building of the 
temple which had been interrupted for 
fome time, and to build up the walls of 
Jerufalem : but then in what place of 
Scripture do we find that he is called 
the Chrift? Why fhould the Oracle fay, 
that he was cut off? And what could 
be the fenfe of thefe words, he /hall be 
cut off, but not for himfelf 2? Whatin- 
terpretation can be given to the follow- 
ing words on this fuppofition, and he 
fhall confirm the covenant with many 
for one week ? Is Nehemiah the Mef- 
fiah, the Prince of God’s people, who 
wasto confirm this covenant with them? 
If this were true, it mutt alfo be grant- 
ed that Nehemiah caufed the facrifice 
ps and 
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and the oblation to ceafe, (for thefe two: 
things are aicribed to the fame perfon, ) 
which yet would be a very abfurd and 
extragavant opinion. Is # Antiochus 
then who was to confirm the covenant 
wi.h many? No, turely ; fer how could 
this be true ofa tyrant, ora perfecutor? 
or where can they produce any. other 
place in Scripture parallel te this? 
Flow can that be afecribed to Antiochus, 
which agreed only to the Romans? I 
mean, the. over-{preading . of . the 
abominable eagles there exprefled, 
as fome interpret the words; becaufe 
eagles were borne in their ftandards, 
aud vere by themworfaipped as gods, 
and: for thafreafon were very deferved- 
ly called abominable, and occafioned 
that confummation of which the Pro- 
phet fpeaks. 
- But if to this Oracle we join thofe 
two other parallel Prophecies which we 
lately cited, where we are told of an 
; ever= 
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everlafting kingdom ;. of a nation of ' 
Siints, to whom this kingdom fhould be 
given ; ofa Son of man who fhould have 
domamey over-all nations, tribes, and 
languages; we can no longer doubt 
- that the Meffiah muft here be under- 
ftood, whom the Jews fiill expeét. 

As a the fecond truth, it is as eafily 
proved as the firft. Tor if the Meffiab 
be underftoed in this Oracle, it muft be 
a Mefftah who ts already come ; other= 
wife, the Oracle would be utterly falfe. 
‘This Mefiah was to come at the time 
when thofe monarchies, whieh were re- 
prefented by the image in Nebuchad- 
 nezzar’s dream as fuch as flould afflict 
the people of God, fhould be ftillin being, . 
or at leaft immediately after their rain 
and deftruGiion; as weare told in the fol- 
lowing words: ‘‘ Andin the days of 
thefe kings fhall the God of heaven fet 
up a kingdom, which thall never be de{- 
troyed; and the kingdom thali not be left 

bdo to 
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to other people, but it fhall break in pie- 
ces, and confume all thefe kingdoms, and 
it fhall and for ever*.” And in thefe: 
‘* But the Saints of the Moft High thallt 
take the kingdom, and poffefs the king- 


dom forever, even for ever and ever.” 


This is further reprefented to us by the 
{tone cut out. of the mountain without 
hands, which brake in pieces the iron, 


the brafs, the clay, the filver, and the | 
cold, which were the emblems of thofe © 


foury-monarchies. Now it appears, that 
they have been all deftroyed many ages 
fince ;.and that we have feen other em- 


pires fueceed them. | It muft therefore 


neceffarily follow, that the Meffiahis 
already come ; or that the Time of his 
Coming is paft, and yet he never ap- 
peared, | 


Moreover, the Coming of the Met. if 


fal was to ‘precede the entire Defiruc- 
tion of Jerufalem, and of the fanttuary ; 
| dese Daa ae . 

| for 
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for till after the Coming of Chrift- who 
was to be cut off, and not before, the 
confummation of defolation was not 
determined to be poured upon: the de- 
folate. Now Jerufalem has been laid 
watte many ages in the moft terrible 
and furprifing manner, and_that too 
without any intervening reftoration. It 
is therefore hence apparent that the 
Mefliah igs come, or at leaft the lime of 
his Coming is already patft. 

Yet itis not fufficient to demonftrate, 
that this Oracle can never belong to the 
Mefiiah whom the Jews ftill expeé, 
or to any other perfon: but we are 
further obliged, in the third place, to 
fhew, that it was exafily and truly ful- 
filled in Jefus Chrift. This will be no 
difficult tafk to perform, if we confider 
that there are ten remarkable particu- 
lars, in which the Prophecy exaétly 
agrees with that notable event applied 
to it by the Chriftians, | | 

| I. The 
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I. The Prophecy fpeaks of a king- 
com, which began to eftablith itlelf 
juft at the time, when the other four 
monarchies, which were enemies to the. 
peopte of Ged, and were reprefented to 
Nebuchadnezzar in a dream, were 
drawing tewards their end; which may 
be very well applied to the kingdom of 
Jefus Chrift, but cannot be affirmed of 
any other. However we muft nos. 
therefore imagine that the other empires 
were deftroyed as foon as Jelus Chrift 
came mto the world. No; he ‘was 
obliged firtt to ftruggle with their pomp, 
their power, and glory, and to withftand 
the oppofitions of the decayed force of 
the Greexs and Perfians, who at length 
fubmitted to his dominion. It was 
enouch for the Mefiiah, or the King, of 
whom the ancient Oracles had prophe- 
fied, to come when thofefour monarchies: 
fhould bein their declining fiate ; fo that,. 
they having been wholly detiroyed long 

fince,. 
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fince, it follows that the Time ofhis Com- 
ing is already patft. . 

II. In effect, the Oracle affures us, 
that this everlafting dominion was to 
break in pieces and coniume thofe four 
monarchies which had fo long fought 
againft God, and in fome manner toefta- 
blifh itfelf upon their ruin; which ac- 
cordingly caine to pais. . No man, i 
fuppote, is ftill to learn whatincredible 
progreis Chrifiianity made in the world, 
-after the death of Jefus Chrift: how it 
fpread itfelf in Syria, where the Seleu- 
eides reigned; in Lgypt, which was the 
empire of the Ptolomies; in Greece, 
the firft original of that empire ; in Per- 
fia, and in the Indies alfo; and almoft in 
all places to which the greateft and the 
moft ambitious conquerours had extend. 
ed their conquefts, or carried even their 
‘moft infatiable defires, 

iil. But what is moft ebfervable in 
all this, is, that according to our pro- 

phetick 
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phetick Oracle, we fee that great and 
terrible ftatue, which was the emblem 
ofthe four monarchies that had forely 
afflicted and tormented the people of 


God, brokenin piecesby a ftone cut out | 


‘of a mountain without bands. ‘Nothing 


could be slau san Hote and fiately than 
the grandeur of thofe vatt empires ; no- 


We more formidable ‘than their ar- 
nies, more magnificent than their kings, 
more proud and gh-minded than their 
ich priefts, more puffed up than their 
hearts; more inveterate than theirpre- 
judices, more violent’ than their ‘max- 
ims, more tyrannical than their policy. 
And yet.we find that Coloffus of vanity. 
and grandeur vanith ona fudden ; and 
fee w amd armies of martyrs, w Here be- 
fore were nothing but armies of con- 
querours. We find the pride of their 
kings abated, their falfe gods bani thed 

their ftatues overthrown, their temples 
demolifhed, their prejudices confound- 
' : ed, 
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ed, their policy altered, Paganifm fub- 
verted in a thoufand places, and pnb- 
lick focieties overthrown, to make way 
for the formation of a ftri€ter union; 
and all things, as it were, put into con- 
fufion and diforder, that fo they might be 
afterwards reitored to a better ftate. This 
{trange profpe& may excite our curio- 
fity to inquire in what manner fovatt an 
alteration could be effefted. To our 
greatamazement, we fhall find thatit was 
brought to pafs by the miniftry of a few 
poorandilliterate fifhermen, bred on the 
fea-coafts of Galilee, the moft obicure 
and the moft defpicable of countries. 
If we examine the fubjeét of their mi- 
niftry and preaching, we fhall find that 
it is wholly concerning the Son of God 
crucified between two thieves, which of 
all objeéts is the moft fad and {candal- 
ous. If wedemand, whether the love 
of pleafure and eafe might not perhaps __ 
incite them to an enterprize fo fentelets” 


. | #S 
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as that at fift appeared; we fhall ind» 
that they labour with their hands, even 
while they preach the Gofpcl; and that, 
being ftedfaft and unmoveable in their 
refolutions, they patiently endure the 
inclemency of the weather, the incon- 
veniences of life, and all the barbarous 
treatments. of perfecution; that they 
have neither learning, nor richés; repu- 
tation, nor fettlement ; friends, nor pa- 
trons; that they are scuiaensed by all 
the powers and potentates then reign-_ 
ing; that both king and high priefts, 
magiltrates and people, policy and fu- 
perftition, Paganifm and the fynagogue, 
the Parthians and Grecians, Jews and © 


Romans, all men at firft abhor 


them ; and yet that, without any other 
weapons than poverty and, patience, | 
they overcome all, and, notwithftaad _ 


ing all the attempts of all the then’ pre- 
> vailing powers to oppote them, bury 


i] 
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deur of thefe proud and ha iughty mo- 
narchies, who prefumed to rife up 
againit God. Certainly, fince it is not 
they, but their Divine Mafter that fo 
fucceisfully operates by their miniftry, 
we may very properly call it a ftone cut 
out without hands, that is, an impercep- 
tible ftone, which though it feemed at 
firft to be of none effeét, yet fhook the 
very foundations of the Univerfe. 

iV. This kingdom. was_reprefented 
to us under thefe three qualities ; under 
that of an heavenly kingdom, an ever- 
lafting kingdom, and a kingdom to be 
given to the faints of the Moft High. 
Which three qualities denote its original, 
iis duration, and its fubjects. Its origi- 
nalis heaven, its durationis eternity, and 
its fubjeéis are the faints. Now to 


What empire fhall we afcribe thefe three 


qualities? Or was a kingdom ever 


known, but what did borrow from : ee 
i, Anan. afliftance ail its glory « and firel 


eat 
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derived its original from earth, and was 
Hable to ordinary revolutions ; but what 
was eftablifhed by force, and maintain- 


ed by violence; had monfters of wick-_ 


ednefs for fubjeéts, and for protectors 
too, much oftener than faints? Doubt- 
lets the Rabbins would be very much in 
the wrong, fhould they offer to apply 
this Oracle to the pretended Meffiah 
whom they expect ; when at the fame 
time they in fancy afcribe to him the 
very fame power, and the fame tempo- 
ral profperity, or rather the very fame 
violence, as to worldly conquerours. 

VY. But all thefe Oracles do not only 
relate to an everlafting kingdom, but to 
@ man alfo to whom three feveral things 
are attributed : 

That God gives him the kingdom in 
an immediate and glorious manner all 
at once. ‘This is reprefented to us by 
the eon which the Ancient of days. 


a | “= 
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fhall give the Son of man, when he 
cometh on the-clouds of heaven: 

That his dominion fhall extend over 
all nations, tr ibes, aud languages : 

And that it fhall have no end. 

Here we meet witha kingplaced on 
his throne ininediately by God, invelted 
with his glory, and whofe kingdom 1s to 
continue for ever. Let our adverfarics 
therefore thew us any other perfon if 
they can, but Jetus Chrift, to who: all 
thele qualities truly belong ; or elfe let 
them conlets that they are applicable 
to none but Jefus Chritt. 

Vi. But though thefe characters 
were wanting to lin, of whom elfe but 
of Jefus Chrift can it be faid, that he 
came, feventy weeks after the goimg 
forth of the commandment to the Jews 


to return bome and rebuild the city of 


Jerufalem? Iconfefs that in this parti- 
cular the interpreters alittle vary. Far 
though all of them agree to underftand 

in 


70 The Correfpordence of 


in this place weeks of years, yet fome 
reckon them from the time God pro- 
mifed Jeremiah to reftore the Jews to 
their former condition, and to rebuild 
their tensple and their city: others, 
from the firft edict of Cyrus concern- 
ing the reftoration of the Jews, which 
fome refer to the firft, and fome to the 
'fecond year of his reign: others, from 
the reign of Darius, the fon of Hyftaf- 
pes: others from Darius Nothus: 
others, from Artaxerxes Longimanus : 
and others, from Artaxerxes Mnemon. 
Divine Providence has, by a mytfterious 
conduct, fuffered all thefe various opt- 
nions, that our faith fhould not depend 


merely upon a chronological fupputa- 


tion which the learned alone are capa- 
ble of underftanding, but that it fhould 
be grounded on the fight and fenfe of 
the agreement vilibly to be found, be- 
twixt the Oracle confidered in the grofs 
and the Truth of the Event which it fore- 

tells. 
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tells. We fhall not therefore ftand here to 
fum up all the weeks of Daniel, becaufe 
we fhould do nothing elfe but copy the 
works of other men, who have already 
learnedly difcuffed that fubject. As 
for us, who altogether infift upon thofe 
proofs of religion which are moft fuit- 
able and adapted to every man’s un- 
derftanding, we had rather argue from 
the Prophecy confidered in the grofs, 
than vainly lavifh our time and pains in 
any chronological difputes. 

But, that we may not be further de- 
tained by difficalties of this kind, we 
muft remember that there isa three fold 
diftinétion of time. 

A time in which all feriptural O- 
eles are ob{cure, which is the time that: 
precedes their accomplifhment. 

A time m which they are partly evi- 
éent, and partly obfcure ;. which is that: 
of the dilpenfation. under which we: live 


and. 
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and ig intermixed with light and dark- 
weeicls....4 | ; 
~ Anda.time when they fhall be clear, 
and evident, and free from all obfcu- 
rity; which is the time of the full and 
_-perfe& accomplifhment of all {criptural 
_ Oracles, or of their great and final ma-— 
nifeftation. Let us not therefore fuffer 
any little difficulties, which we may per- 
haps meet with in thefe Oracles, to fhut 
our eyes againft that bright evidence, 
which is fufficient at prefent to confirm 
their truth and our faith, and promifes 
us at lait complete vidlory over all ob- 
fcurity. 

VIi. We never heard of any other 
but Jefus Chrift, that made an end of 
fin, and a reconciliation for iniquity ; 
that brought in everlafting righteouf- 
nefs ; that thus fulfilled the Prophecy ; 
and that truly deferved to be called the 
Iloly of Hollies. 


VILL 
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VIII. It never was faid of any but 
of him, that he was the promifed Mef- 
fiali, the Prince; and that, being’ the 
Methah, he was cut off out of the land 
of the living; and that toe not fer him-. 
felf, but for the fins of the world. The 
Jews themfelves do not aflert any of 
thefe things of their pretended Mefiiah ; 
and yet they all are foundin Jefus the 
Son of Mary: Him therefore, and.none 
but him, we muft acknowledge our 
Meffiah. : | 

IX. But what can they fay to this? 
The fame Oracle very diltin€tly fore- 
tels, that, the Chrift being cut off, there 
fhould come a people who fhould def- 
troy the city and the fanctuary ; that the 
end of it fhould be with a flood; that 
the defolation of the Jews fthould laf 
to the end of the war; that the over- 
fpreading of abominations, or, as fome 
interpret it, of the abominable wings, 
fhould occafion that defolation ; and 
| iD that 
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that it fhould be moft extreme: all 
which calamities are very  ftrikingly 
foretold by thefe accumulated expref- 
fions: ‘Which fhall make a defolation 
even until the confummation, and that 
determined, fhall be poured upon the 
defolate:” defolation determined, fig- 
nifying likewife that it fhould be 
effefted by the will and juftice of 

God. 4a : 

There is no one but knows, that after 
the death of him whom we acknowledge 
the Meffiah, and the preaching of his 
Apoftles, (who preached for forty years 
after, endeavouring to perfuade theJews 
to believe in this crucitied Saviour, ) the 
Romans came againft them, befieged 
Jerufalem, and burnt the city and the 
temple ; that a more horrible * defola- 
tion was never known than what the Ro- 
man legions, thofe abominable eagles, 
brought upon them. ‘They who fhall 
* [ This awful fubject is more largely illuftra- 

ted in the XIIIth Chapter of this Book.] 
read 
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tead, in Jofephus’s Hiftory of the Wars 
of the Jews, what attempts the Roman 
emperours continually made to fet up 
their eagles in the temple of Jerufalem, 
which was the chief occafion of that 
moft bloody war and of the terrible di- 
vifions that afterwards arofe amongtt 
them ; or fhall confider what a dreadful 
famine that was, which compelled mo- 
thers to feed upon their own children; 
and hew cruel that fury, which incited 
them te meet all in the temple, and fa- 
crifice each other to their mutual and 
abominable rage; or who fhall repre- 
fent, in their minds, the ftreets and 
houfes filled up with dead bedies, the 
plague which depopulated the city 
_ of its beft inhabitants, though not of its 
robbers and afiaffins, and the fatal out- 
cry ofa man, who for the {pace of four 
years, was heard to foretel the defola- 
tion of the city, and was net poffibly to — 
be hindered by any power of the magif- 

E 2 trtaes 
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trates from crying out, 4 voice againft 
Jerufalemand theLemple, a voice againft 
the Bridegroom and the Bride, woe 
unto the Temple, woe unto the City 3 
the burning of the temple reduced to 
afhes by fire from heaven, notwithftand- 
ing all human precautions to prevent 
the fame, the city of Jerufalem rafed to 
the ground, the people made tributaries 
to all kinds of nations, and abandoned 
to that long captivity which is the daily 
and lafting monument of their firft de- 
folation; and, laftly, the fruitlefs at- 
tempts they have made in order to their 
reftoration ; and the ftrange confufion 
of a certain emperour, a profeffed ene- 
my to our faith, who, with all his might 
and induftry, could not enable them to 
rebuild their temple, becaufe globes of 
fire came out of the foundations of it, 
and confumed the workmen, as fome 
of the * Heathens themfelves have ate 

* Ammianus Marcellinus, lib. 23. 


tefted : 
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tefted: I fay, whofoever fhall ferioufly re- 
flecton all thefe paffages, muft undoubt- 
edly acknowledge this to beavery ex- 
treine defolation ; and that it was poured 
out unto confummation by the will and 
jaftice of Him that rules the Univerfe. 

XX. Laftly, the Oracle obferves this 
ordér in the Events which. it foretels. 
Firft it fays, that Chrift fhould certainly 
come fixty two weeks after the going forth 
of the commandment concerning the 
building ofanew temple; to which mut 
be added more, as is evident by the fore- 
going verfe, which enumerates, in all, 
fixty nine weeks. * Then Chrift was to 
confirm the covenant for one week, in 
the midft of which he was to caufe the 
facrifice and oblation to ceafe ; and then 
was to follow the over-fpreading of 
abominations, or abominable wings, 
which wére to pour down that terrible 
defolation alreddy mentioned. Weinay 
not dnly fay that Jefus Chrift alone came 
E3 fixty- 
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fixty-nine weeks after the going forth of 
the commandment; but may juttly 
affert that he confirmed the covenant 
for a week, or the half of a week, that 
is, for the fpace of three years, or there- 
abouts, that he preached; and of his 
having made the facrifice and oblation 
to ceafe by his death in the midft of 
that week, I mean, three years and an 
_ half after he began to confirm his cove- 
nant, by performing the funétions of his 
holy miniftry. It was at that time that 
he abrogated the Law, and made the 
ceremonies of it needlefs; that his fa- 
crifice deprived all thofe under the Law 
ef their virtue and efficacy; that all 
thofe things ceafed and were atan end, 
with refpe&t to the right though not 
with refpe&t to the ufe and cuftom of 
them, as he himfelf teftified, when he 
cried out on the crofs, It is fintfhed. 
And as God himfelf made it appear in 
a very fenfible manner, when, by cauf- 


Ig 
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Ing the veil of the temple to rend in 
twain from top to bottom, he rejected 
the facrifices of the Jews, till the time- 
was come which he had appointed for 
confuming that temple by his fire, where 
they offered thofe facrifices to him which 
he began to loath. And it is well known 
that after the death of Jefus Chrift, and 
the preaching of his Apoftles, God 
poured the defolation upon the defolate; 
and fulfilled, in every particular, that 
terrible prediction which is contained 
in this Oracle. 

They who will fairly confider all thefe 
things, will find that if there be fome 
[E] chronological difficulty in the fup- 
putation of the Seventy Weeks, yet it is 
wonderfully compenfated by the light, 
which arifes from thofe general agree- 
ments which we find betwixt the Pro- 
phecy and its Accomplifhment; and 
that we mutt, by fome unaccountable 

EA phrenfy, 
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phrenfy, be determined to cheat our- 
felves, if we are diilatisfied with them. 
For every one of them is very remark- 
able, and worthy a particular reflettion 
from us. Daniel we find weeping for 
his own fins, and the fins of his nation 3 
and God declaring to him the time in 
which he would make a reconciliation 
for iniquity, and. bring in everlafting 
righteoufnefs. What more feafonable 
comfort than this could have been given 
tohim? He groans for the mifery and 
oppreffion of the people of Ifrael; and 
God foretels him the coming of a Deh- 
verer, who fhould break in pieces the 
enemies of God’s people; the Time of — 
whofe Coming he denotes to him by the 
fatal overthrow of thofe monarchies 
which had affli€ted the holy people. 
Nothing could be more feafonable and 
proper, than to exprefs the Coming of 
the Meffiah by fuch a mark, as was: fo 
comfortable to the heartof Daniel. Nor 
| could 
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could this mark be rendered more evit 
dent than’ by the general fubverfion of 
the four great monarchies of the world. 
Hereiti it is impoffible to be miftakens 
fach. ftrange and fignal revolutions. as 
thefe \ were, being epochas too certain 
to give the leaft otcafion of fearing any 
deceit or illufion-in this refpe®. - 

"The fate and condition of the Jews}. 
after the Coming and Death of the Mef> 
fiah, is again a fSIEE of thef marks 
and figns which may make a deep ims 
SPeROH on our fenfes, but can never 
{nipofé upon them. In effet, it is very 
manifefy that it was not left-at' the Pro- 
phet's s difpofal to bring in the defolation: 
of Jerufdlemn, and to: fettle the abomi+. 
Aatith in the holy place, after a: thafi 
Who called hitnfelf the Chr if Mould be 
iad off out of the land of the living, 

“Phe vereGting an everlafting domi+ 
Riba Ww hich Mould: be joined: with res. 
éonciliation forfin, atid thé. évérlatting 
ite tak 122 n & nighe 
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righteoufnefs, and a people of juft and 
holy men, are thoughts of that nature, 
which could never. come of. themfelves 
into the mind of any man, but muft.of 
neceflity proceed from a prophetical {pi- 
rit. Who wasit that fo diftin€ily foretold 
Daniel, there fhould be a kingdom which 
fhould have none but faints for the 
members of it? And who taught him 
that this fpiritual king fhould have do- 
minion over all nations, tribes, and lan- 
guages. 

- 1t fometimes happens, that we may ! 
binafer very great events by our own 
penetration and judgement, aceompa- 
nied with experience. But to foretel 
that.a ftone, cut out of a mountain 
without hands, fhould break the ftatue 
in pieces which reprefented the four 
great. monarchies of the world, or that 
from a very inconfiderable caufe fhould 
fpring the moft ftrange and furprizing 
effects that ever were eon sh is fuch a 
aggis conjecture 
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conjecture as is not eafy for any man, 
by the natural ftrength of his. imagina- 
tion, to form. 

Daniel, having been bred up at the 
court of the moft magnificent kings of 
the world, might perhaps have his mind 
filled with lofty and exalted thoughts, 
anfwerable to the glory and grandeur 
of thofe kings: but whence could he 
borrow this. notion of an heavenly, fpi- 
titual, and everlafting kingdom, and 
confequently fo different from thofe 
before his eyes? And wherefore fhould 
he fpeak only of a propitiation for fins, 
and ofa nation of faints, at atime in 
which he himfelf, and all the reft of 
the Jews, were defiring nothing fo much 
as the land of Canaan, and their tem~ 
poral deliverance? He might perhaps: 
flatter himfelf with the thoughts that 
there would come a Deliverer to refcue 
the Jews from the tyranny of the na- 
tions; and fo far indeed his natural 


EG light, 
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light, affifted by his defires, might lead’ 
him. But to foretel the death of that 
Deliverer, and fo exaétly to declare that 
he fhould not fuffer death for himfelf, 
is a circumftance fo firange and fur- 
prifing, as muft neceffarily open our 
eyes to perceive that Daniel did not 
fpeak like an ordinary man. Hemight 
very well forefee, by the mere informa- 
tion of common fenfe, that Jerufalem 
would be rafed a fecond time to the 
ground, and be much affircted. But who 
told him it fhould be brought to. pafs. 

by the overfpreading of abominations, — 
or of abominable eagles, which is the: 
expreffion he ufes to reprefent the 
Roman armies, as if he immediately 
faw them? How could he fore: 
fee, that the defolation,. which fhould 
follow the cutting off of Chrift, fhould: 
be fo extreme as to extend to a con- 
fummation ; and that the abomination: 
fhould be fet up in the holy place ? 

| - Such: 
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Such circumftances a human under- 
{tanding could never pretend to forefee ; 
and it is not to be fuppofed-that Divine 
Wifdom would. have been fo careful to. 
accomplith fuch circumftances in fupe. 
port of an impoftor, 
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We prove, by the fifty-third Chapter 
of Laiah, that Jefus Chrift is the 
true Mefhah. 


THE Prophecy, contained im the fifty- 
third chapter of Ifaiah, is fo exa@, fo 
coherent, and gives fo particular an ac- 
count of the humiliation and death of 
eur Lord Chrift, that there is no: 
yeafon to wonder if the Rabbins do alk 
they can to deprive us of this great 
column of our faith. 

Some of them pretend that this Oracle 
eoncerns either Jeremiah, or fome other — 
Prophet: others affirm that Maiah 
intends the Ifraelites in this place, 
and foretels how great the humi- 

lia tiom 
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liation and mifery of that people would 
be, during this laft captivity under which 
they groan. Others are compelled to 
argue, that there were to be two Metf- 
fiahs; the firft the fon of Manafleb, who 
was to fuffer many things, and be at 
length overcome in fight by Gog and 
Magog ; and the other the fon of Judah, 
who was to be glorious and triumphant, 
and toraife his nation to the utmoft pitch 
of profperous grandeur; and that, in this. 
Oracle, Ifaiah foretels the coming of 
thefe two Meffiahs. But nothing can 
more [F] abfurdly be imagined than all 
thefe evafions. 
For, to apply it to. Jeremiah, would 
doubtlefs be very abfurd.. To what 
purpofe fhould the Holy Ghoft take fo 
great a care to inform us of the Birth, 
Life, Death, Humiliation and glorious. 
Exaltation, Burial and Refurreétion, of. 
a Prophet, who was much inferiour even. 
to feveral of his predeceffours ? In what. 
did 


| 
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did his duration or generation differ 
from ah ordinary duration or ‘pénera- 
tion, that it fhould oblige the Prophet 
thus to exclaim of him,who fhall declare 
his generation, or duration ? (for either’ 
of thefe words may be ufed;) and how 
could it properly be faid of Jeremiah,. 
and with his firipes we are healed ? Was. 
the Prophet, after his: having been: 
abufed by the Jews, to procure them 
peace and health by his wounds ? Was it 
not on the contrary their ill ufage to 
him, that was.to bring down the divine: 
judgements upon that people? Can it 
be faid of Jeremiah, that he juftified? 
many by the knowledge they had of 
him? Was it not on the contrary, by’ 
the name of God or of the Meffah,’ 
that this Prophet might be faid to fanes! 
tify and juftify mankind? And) laftly, 
who durft prefume to affirm of Jere 
miab, that he madehis foul an offering” 
fer fin; hat he faw his feed after hig! 
bid death. 
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death ; that he bore the fins of men, 
and made interceffion for the trant- 
- greffours ? with many other circum- 
{tances expreffed in this Prophecy ; 
which, it is manifeft, cannot with- 
out abfurdity be applied to Jeremiah, 
or any other of the Prophets that lived 
~ fince Tfaiah ; and, that, to infift any lon- 
ger on them, would be needlefs and 
fuperfluous. 
Nor are they more reafonable, who 
apply this Oracle to the People of the 
Jews, confidered with refpe& to their 
prefent condition ; and who affirm, that, 
by this vile and wretched ftate of a man 
of forrows and acquainted with grief, 
it isintended only to reprefent the for- 
rowful Captivity and Bondage under 
which they have groaned fo many ages: 
for they pretend, that the Prophet here 
introduces the Gentiles fpeaking, as it 
were, of the people of Ifrael, and fay- 
ing, ‘ We hid, as it were, our faces 
from. 
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from him; he was defpifed, and we. 
efteemed him not. Surely he hath borne. 
our griefs, and carried our forrows :” 
that is, according to their interpreta- 
tion of it, he was afflied with thofe 
wery evils which we had deferved to 
fuffer. We need but carefully con- 
fider all the words of the Prophecy, to 
be plainly convinced that this Oracle is 
by no means to be imputed to the Jews, 
and to be able to refute a fpeculation 
of the Rabbins ; which is however their 
ftrongeft hold, and laft poft of refuge, 
as it were, in this refpeét. 

* Who hath believed our ‘ouaanet 
fays the Prophet; ‘‘ and to whom is the 
arm of the Lord revealed ?” ; 

Thefe words cannot reafonably be 
applied to the Gentiles, who neither 
preach, much lefs reveal, the arm of the 
Lord. 

“For,” fays he, “he fhall grow 
up before’ him as a_ tender plant, 

and 
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and as a-root out of, a dry ground. 
IIe hath no form nor comelinets 5 
and when we fhall fee him, there 1s 
no beauty that we fhould defire him. 
Iie is defpifed and reje&ed of men; a 
man of forrows, and acquainted with 
crief: and we hid, as it were, our faces 
from : he was defpifed, and we efteemed 

him not.” | 
If it be the people of Ifrael of whom 
the Prophet here fpeaks, he makes the 
Jews to defcend from a very bafe and ob- 
{cure original, when he compares them 
to a tender plant which grew up out of 
a dry and barren ground ; a defcription 
that cannot very well apply to a nation, 
which in its rife was the moft glorious 
and magnificent that ever was known, 
as having been feparated and diftin- 
guifhed from all other nations in the 
perfon of their firft parent Abraham, 
and which was honoured with the pro 
ini{es of the covenant, and experienced 
many 
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many other glorious effects of the Divine 
Providence in the days of Mofes. This _ 
gives us juft reafon to affirm, that there 
never was a people more noble and H- 
luftrious in its firft beginning than this 
was. And befides, who is it that utters 
thefe words, we hid, as it were, our faces 
from him ; we efteemed him not? Vf it 
be the Gentiles that fpeak thefe words, 
it muft be the Gentiles alfo that fuid a 
little above, who hath believed our re- 
port? And.towkom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed? Which would lead us 
into the very fame inconveniency that 
we have juft obferved. But let us 
further examine the words of the Pro- 
phet. aah 
‘Surely he bath borne our | griefs, 
and carried our forrows: yet we did 
efteem him itricken, fmitten of God, and 
afflicted. But he was wounded for our 
tranfereflions, he was bruifed for out 
iniquities: the chaftifement ‘of our 
| peace 
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peace was upon him, and with his ftripes 
we arehealed. All we like facep have 
gone aftray ; we have turned every one 
to his own way: and the Lord hath laid 
on him the iniquity of us all.” 

With what appearance of reafon can 
it be faid, that the Jewifh nation have 
borne the forrows of the Gentiles, or 
were laden with the burden of their 
iniquities ? ‘Lhe Rabbins pretend, that 
the Prophet here defigns only to fay, 
that the Ifraelites had fuftered, when 
the Gentiles deferved punifhment; as 
if we thould fay, that the innocent pay 
for the guilty, or that righteous men fuf- 
fer the punifhments due to the wicked; 
not meaning thereby, that the one fuf- 
fers ina Preret fenfeinftead of the other, 
but onlythat righteous men are punifh- 
ed, when wicked men who only deferve 
it, remain unpunifhed. But this they 
aflert without any manner of reafon; 
it being moft certain, that this man 
of forréws is here faid, in a true and 

| proper 
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proper fenfe, to be punifhed inftead 
of others; as it evidently appears by 
that multitude of fynonymous expret- 
fions which ferve to illuftrate one ano- 
ther. ‘‘ He hath carried our forrows; 
he was wounded for our tran{greffions. 
The Lord hath laid on him the ini- 
quity of us all. The chaftifement of 
our peace was upon him, and with his 
{ftripes we are healed.” All which ex- 
preflions manifeftly denote an imputa- 
tion, or transferring of punifhment 
from the one to the other. How could 
the Prophet then introduce nations 
fpeaking in fuch language as that? 
And with what appearance of truth or 
good fenfe could it be faid, that the 
forrows of the people of Ifrael, who 
were tormented and perfecuted, fhould — 
caufe the healing and peace of the 
Gentiles, who both tormented and per- 
fecuted them 

“He was oppreffed,” fays the Pro- 
phet again; “and he was aficted ; 


yet 
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vet he opened not his mouth: he is 
brought as a lamb to the flaughter, and 
as a fheep before her fhearers is dumb, 
fo he openeth not his mouth.” | 

With what confidence can the Jew- 
ith doctors apply thefe words to their 
nation, confidered with refpect to the 
humiliation and continual fervitude in 
which we now feethem? Whereis that 
meeknefs and patience, which the Pro- 
phet here fo ftrongly recommends in 
the perfon of this man of forrows ? 
Surely they cannot be fo ftupid, as to 
believe that we fhould conceive the or- 
dinary curfes, which they pronounce 
againit the Gentiles, to be any genuine 
marks of it; or that, becaufe they now 
look upon themfelves as in a ftate of 
death, being, fince Vefpafian depopula- 
ed their country, become flaves to all 
ether nations, they can therefore per- 
fuade us to take this Prophecy in their 
-fenfe, and to think that their laft defo- 
lation was the facrifice of that innocent 


victim 
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vidiim mentioned init; or that it was 
the forrow and death of him, who made 
his foul an offering for fin; and confe- 
quently look upon the fame Jews, (who 
having provoked the arms of the Ro- — 
mans againft them, fo defperately. def- 
troyed each other with an execrable 
fury within the precinet of their own 
temple and city,) as upon an innocent 
lamb, and a dumb fheep, that was 
brought to the flaughter, and opened 
not bis mouth to complain ? 

‘“* He was taken from prifon, and from 
judgement; and who thall declare his” 
generation?r for he was cut off out of 
the land of the living: for the tranfgref- 
fion of my people was he ftricken.” 

What fhould be the meaning of the 
Prophet, if thefe words were indeed to 
be applied to the Jews, as thefe men 
vainly pretend? How was that nation. 
cut off out of the land of the living? 
And above all, how was God’s people 
firicken for the iniquity of his people ? 

2 | . What 
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What nonfenfe would this be?.. Who 
does not rather perceive, that there is 
nothing. in this place which can be 
meant of the people of God, but offome 
perfon who fuffered affliction for their 
Jakes ike € 
And he made his orave with ne 
Arpighi and with the rich in his death; 
becaufe he had done no violence, ‘nei- 
ther was any deceit in hismouth.” 

What, an admirable fonfe muft thefe 
words bear, according to the interpreta- 
tion of the Rabbins, mainely, that though 
the fepulchre of the ante ofa was 
ordered to have. been. with the wicked, 

yet. notwithftanding they were with the 
rich i in their death But. though, ac- 
cording. to this expofition, the words 
fhould however bear a reatonable fenfe, 
yet how could that be true, that the 
rein nation, confidered with relation 
to its prefent condition, never did via- 
lence, and that no deceit was found in 
EF is 
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its mouth; fince we find, by fufficient 
experience, that the Jews are not only 
given to deceive other men, but have 
lefs fcruple in deceiving, than any other 
nation; and fince the Rabbins them- 
felves are forced to fay, that the Coming 
ofthe Meffiah is deferred, by reafon 
of the crying fins of their nation ! 

“ Yet it pleafed the Lord to bruife - 
him; he hath put him to grief: when 
thou fhalt make his foul an offering for 
fin, he fhall fee his feed, he fhall pro- 
long his days, and the pleafure of the 
Lord fhall profper in his hand. He 
fhall fee of the travail of his foul, and 
fhail be fatisfied: by his knowledge 
fhall my righteous fervantjuftify many ; 
for he fhall bear their iniquities.” 

It would be very fuperfluous to fhew, 
that all thefe charaéters cannot be pro- 
perly adapted to the prefent people of 
the Jews. ‘They have no foul which 
they are willing to lay down for the 

fins 
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fins of others. They do not make an 
offering of their foul, fince (that being 
a voluntary act) the affi@tions which 
they endure are much againft their 
will, That the people of Ifrael thall fee 
their feed after their death, is a propo- 
fition very abfurd and incomprehenfible ; 
becaufe, though private perfons die daily 
yet the nation never dies, but is to tarry 
for the Coming of the Mefliah, with- 
out dying atall. Befides, it is altoge- 
ther falfe, that the people of Ifrael 
fhall juftify many by the knowledge that 

they fhali have of them. 
© Therefore will I divide hima por- 
tion with the great, and he fhall divide 
the fpoil with the ftrong; becaufe he. 
hath poured out his foul unto death: he 
was numbered with the tranfgreffours, 
and he bare the fins of many, and 
made interceffion for the trangreffours.’ 
Since the prefent Jews never defign 
to intercede for us, to bear our fins, or 
FS to 
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to pour out their fouls for our tranf- 
greffions ; itis very plain that the pro- 
mife, contained in thefe words, in no 
reipect concerns them. 

We have been the more prolix in re- 
futing this fpeculation of the Rabbins, 
becaufe, though it has no likelihood in 
it of truth, yet it is almoft the only re- 
fuge they have again{t the force of this 
Oracle; which undoubtedly much dif- 
turbs and perplexes them, fince they 
are obliged to put fuch an unnatural 
and forced conftruction upon it. 

Some of them, being clofely preffed 
by the plain evidence of truth and the 
teftimony ofthe ancient Rabbins, and 
having not fo well ftudied all the little 
tricks ufed by othersin eluding our ar- 
guments, afcribe this Oracle to the 
Meffiah, as Aben-Ezra himfelf owns; 
but at the fame time pretend, that, it is 
to be underftood ofnone but the Meffiah 
whom they expect. But then to fecure 

| their 
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their own Religion, and to fhake, if pof- 
fible, the foundations of ours, they have 
invented this fiGtion ofa double Meffiah, 
the one full of forrows and griefs, the 
other glorious and triumphing; which 
as they prefume, will ferve as a key 
to folve all the difficulties of this text. 
But this evafion is to be looked upon 
only as an extorted confeffion of a truth 
that can never be ftifled ; and asa very 
confiderable homage, which the Jews 
are forced to pay to the Crofs of our 
Saviour. For is it not a very ftrange 
thing, that thefe profefled enemies toour 
faith fhould fo much exclaim againft 
us, when we tell them of a Meffiah who 
died and was crucified for our fins, and 
yet fhould be obliged, notwithftanding 
the hardnefs of their hearts, to acknow- 
ledge a Meffiah moft contemptible and 
full of fufferings ! 
One half of this queftion there- 
fore being thus decided, the other alfo 
F 3 will 
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will foon be difpatched. The adverfa- 
ries themfelves of our Meffiah acknow- 
ledge, that this Prophecy muft be un- 
derftood of a Meffiah; which being 
granted, our bufinefs is next only.to in- 
quire, whether it fpeaks of but one 
Meffiah, or of two? and if we can but 
read, we fhall eafily be convinced, and 
fhall clearly fee, that one and the fame 
perfon is meant throughout ; of whom 
itis faid,that he is vile and contemptible, 
a man of forrows, and acquainted with 
grief ; that he fhall be fatished ; that the 
pleafure of the Lord thal! profper in his 
hand ; and that a portion fhall be divided 
to. him with the great. And that the 
Prophet in this chapter fpeaks of one 
man only, and not of many, is fo cer- 
tainly true, that it is in confequence of 
his death and humiliation, that the per- 
fon, whom he deferibes:to us, fhould be. 
raifed up and thould be fatished. Let 
our adverfaries fhew us, if they can, 
two 
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two Meffiahs in the. following words: 
iVhen thou shalt make his foul an of= 
Sering for jin, he fhall fee his feed, he 
frall prolong his days, &c. which words 
are in this refpect above the reach of all 
fubtilty and cavil whatever. 

And if this Prophecy of Haiah muft 
be underftood only of one Mefliah, then 
it is abfolutely impoffible to apply it to 
any one but to our Saviour Jefus Chrift. 
For we obferve in this Oracle ten dif- 
ferent charatters by which the Meffiah 
is pointedly reprefented to us, each of 

“which in particular canapply to none 
but to Jefus the Son of Mary; and, with | 
much lefs. appearance of good fenfe, 
can they be all of them applied to any 
other but him. | 

I. from the connection betwixt the 
firft and fecond verfe we learn, that 
the Prophecy fpeaks only of a man, 
whofe low condition would vreatly hin- 
@er the world from believing his preach- 

F 4 ing, 
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ing,.and knowing the arm of the Lord 
to be revealed. ‘‘ Who hathbelieved our 
report? and to whom is the arm of the 
Lord revealed? For he fhall grow up 
before him as a tender plant, and asa 
root outofa dry ground.” <All which 
particulars we find to have been exacily 
- fulfilled in Jefus Chrift. It being moft 
certain that he defcended of an illuftri- 
ous and royal family, but which was 
then fallen into avery low condition, fo 
that he might with great propriety’ be 
compared to atender plant, that grows 
up outofadry ground: and it is unde- 
niable, that the fufferings and the mean- 
nefs of Jefus Chrift, were the principal 
obftacies that prevented the generality 
of mankind frombelievingin him. For 
men, not able to reconcile the idea of 
the Son of God to that of a crucified 
malefactor, rejeéted the preaching of 
the Apoitles. And the Crofs of our 
Meffiah became a fcandal to the Jews, 

and 
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and was treated as a folly by the Greeks. 
Faith, preaching, and the revealed arm 
of the Lord, attended the fufferings and 
meannefs of Chrift, but not of any one 
elfe. Jefus Chrift therefore, and none 
but he, is meant by the Prophet in this 
place. | 
I. This, Prophecy fpeaks of a man 
who bore the griefs of others, and car- 
ried their forrows; who neither had 
, power nor mien,’ but was rejected and 
defpifed in his fhame and fufferings. 
But Chrift is the only perfon amonglt 
* men, who, in the midft of his afflictions, 
declared that he came to pour out his 
foul for the tranfgrefions of many. 
Jefus Chrif therefore is the only per- 
fon that is meant in this place. 3 
IIf. The Prophet fpeaks of a man, 
who was looked upon as a malefactor, 
and thought to be fimitten and affiicted 
fig A ; who was neverthelels w ounded 
FS for 
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for the iniquities of men, and with his 
ftripes procured them peace and heal- 
ing. ‘There is none but Chrift, to 
whom this character can properly be- 
long: to Jefus Chrift therefore, and 
to him alone, this Oracle muft be ap- 
plied. 
_ TV. This Prophecy fpeaks not enly 
of a man that fuffers, and that fuffers 
for the fins of the people, but that fuf- 
fers alfo with fuch a patience, as makes 
him defervedly to be compared to a 
fheep or a lamb. It fpeaks of a man. 
that was cut off out of the land of the 
living, and was refcued from the bitter- 
nefs and extremity of his agony and 
condemnation, or as the Prophet ex- 
preffes it, *‘ from prifon and fromjudge-_ 
ment.” And fince it 1s impoflible to 
imagine to whom all thefe qualities, 
feemingly fo contrary to one another, 
can agree, but to Jefus Chrift; it follows 
* fa, lili. 8. 
that 
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that this Prophecy can be underftood 
of none but of him alone. 

V. Here we read of a man who was 
to be buried with malefattors : for his 
grave was made with the wicked, and 
yet he was found with the rich in his 
death. Jefus Chrift died between two 
thieves, as it is confefied by all parties, 
and yet was buried by Jofeph, a rich 
man of Arimathea, according to the 
unanimous relation of the Evangelitts, 
who cannot reafonably be fufpected to 
have veen able, though they had been 
minded, to invent a matter of fat of 
that nature, if it had not been certainly 
rue. Now fince none ofall thefe things 
ever really happened to any other but 
Jefus Chrift, we muft conclude that 
this Oracle is to be underftood of him 
alone. | 

VI. aiah fpeaks of a man whom the 
Lord had been pleafed to bruife, and to 
put him to grief for the fins of his peo- 

6 ple; 


TOSS "ere Correfpondence of “4 


ple; though he had done no violence, 
and no deceit was found in his mouth. 
But neither the world, nor the church, 
nor the time prefent, nor the paft, nor 
that which is to come, nor heaven, nor 
earth, could ever furnifh us with a man, 
who, being perfectly juft and holy, had 
fingly taken upon himfelf to be the ex- 
piatory viClim for the fins of all man- 
kind; or who had fo much as the leaft 
thought of or had made the leaft pre® 
tenfion toit, unlefs it were Jefus Chrift. 
To Jefus Chrift therefore, and to Aim 
only this Prophecy does relate. 
& WII. Here we read of a man who 
was to fee his feed after him, when he 
fhould have made his foul an offering. 
It is true, we have often feen, and ftill 
_daily fee, that living perfons beget mor- 
tal ones, or children that come into the 
world ina ftate ofdeath. But wenever 
yet faw a dead perfon beget living ones. 
No; it was Jefus Chrift alone, that af-. 
| ter . 
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ter his death, nay by his death itfelf, be- 
got an infinite number of children, who 
were all admitted into the family of God 
after they were juftified and fan@ified; 
or, in other words, Jefus Chrift alone 
pretended fo to do, and accordingly by. 
his death obtained an infinite number 
of difciples, whom he adopted as his 
children. And therefore it follows, that 
this Prophecy concerns Jefus Chrift, and 
none but him. 

VIII. Since there is none but Jefus 
Chrift alone, that can produce any pro- 
bable proofs, that he did by his death 
promote the glory of God, make his plea- 
fure profper, and put himfelf in a con- 
dition of feeing the travail of his foul, 
of being fatisfied, andat the fame time 
of faving others ;- it follows, that Jefus: 
Chrift is the. only perfon that can be 
meant in this place. 

IX. Jefus Chrift alone juftifies men by 
the knowledge whichhe gives them ofhis 
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pame; experience having fhewn us, 
that they renounce their paifions by the 
faith they have in him. Since therefore 
this quality particularly belongs to Jefus 
Chrift, and to no other, we conclude 
that he alone muft be meant in that 


place. 
X. We have read of a man, who was 


not only to be exalted, but that too in 
confequence of his humiliation; who 
was to have a portion divided to him 
with the great, and was to fhare the 
fpoil with the ftrong, becaufe he had 
poured out his foul untodeath, and-had 
been numbered with the tranfgreffours, 
and had made interceffion for them. 
But though feveral, after their humili-. 
ation, were railed up to glory, as Jio- 
feph, who fat atthe right hand of Pha- 
raoh, after he had groaned for fome 
time in prifon; as Mofes, who became 
the ruler of his nation, after having 
kept his father-in-law’s flock; and as_ 

| David, 
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David, who afcended the throne, after 
having been a fhepherd, and having ef- 
caped the dangers of war and the fury 
of Saul; yet not one of thefe was ex- 
alted by the merit, or upon the account, 
of his humiliation and fufferings. Jo- 
feph, Mofes, and David, are types which 
reprefent to us the very fame Meffiah, 
whowas firft tobe defpifed,and to endure 
affliGtions, and then to become triumph- 
ant and glorious. But this diftinétion, im 
which the laft character. of this Prophe- 
cy confifts, continues ftill the fame; 
that all thefe great men had paffed 
from a very mean to a glorious ftate, 
and yet were not exalted becaufe, and 
in confideration only, of their precedent 
humiliation; which, according to the 
notions of our religion, is an income 
municable and peculiar glory belonging 
to Chrift. Since therefore there is no 
other fubjeét to be found butJ efusChrift, 
to whom this chara€ter may properly be 

7 afcribed, 
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afcribed, fe] this Prophecy mei: ne- 
eeffarily concern ‘him, and him alone. 
And, if every one of thefe charaéters 
appear to. be fufficient to give us” a 
true knowledge of the Meffiah, by the 
wonder ful agreement which we find 
betwixt the Prophecy and its Event, - 
what fhall we think of them all when 
united together? ‘They will doubtlets 
be teeubsl as a very evident demon- 
firation in this refpeét, by thofe who 
retain the leaft regard for truth, and 
are not altogether blinded by their 
paitions. 
| Certainly if the Jews will not allow 
thefe to be the true characters of the 
Meffiah, they will at leaft be obliged to 
tell us, firft, what is the fubjcét of this 
Prophecy; for every part of ‘it is very 
remarkable. It treats of the falvation 
of a nation; of the preaching ofa man; 
of the revealed arm of the Lord; and 
ef his good | pleafure that fhall profper ; 
~ of 


4 


Prophecy and Accomplijhment. 113 


ofa man laden with the iniquities of-his 
people, and thought to be {mitten of 
God; of juftified men; and of a fu- 
ture pofterity; all very fenfible effects, 
and remarkable characters, that cannot 
be hid, or remain unknown and obfcure 
to any. Secondly, they mutt fhew us, in 
all the Holy Scriptures, a more diftin¢t 
Prophecy than this, which fo plainly 
foretels the Coming of the Meffiah, of 
ajuft and extraordinary man, who was 
to glorify God and bring falvation unto 
men. 

But if they will acknowledge (as they 
are at laft, againft their wills, forced to 
do) that all thefe are the true charac- 
ters of the Meffiah, they muft alfo ac-: 
knowledge one of thefe two things ; 
either that Jefus the fon of Mary, in 
whom all thefe characters fo minutely 
concur, is the true Meffiah whom the 
Prophets foretold; or that Jefus the fon 
of Mary has ftolen from the Mefliah 

his © 
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his true characters; which opinion 
would be the motft abfurd and, extrava- 
gant ofall: for that would be abfolute- 
ly to fuppofe that Divine Wifdom 1s° 
liable to be deceived, and that its mea- _ 
dures may be broken by the intrigues 
of falfehood and lying ; that an impottor 
may be clothed with all the characters 
of a true miffion; and confequently 
that men would do well, either to credit 
him on account of the vifible and unde- 
niable agreement of his perfon and 
aétions with the ancient Oracles; or 
elie to reject thofe Oracles of Scripture 
which fhould. thus give credit to an 
Impoitor. 

And here not only the Jews find in- 
vincible reafons for their conviction, 
but other incredulous perfons can fee 
nothing but what confounds them 
in this Prophecy. It is impoffible alfo 
that they fhould not be ftrangely furpri- 
fed when they confider the Prophecy, its 

| Event 
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Event, and the wonderful Agreement 
between both. 

That Haiah is the author of this Pro- 
phecy, and that without any controverfy 
it preceded the Coming of Jefus Chritt 
into the world, is a moft certain truth. 
And fo fingular it is, and fo extraordi- 
nary inall the circumftances it contains, 
that it does not appear, how it could of 
itfelf ever enter into the mind of man. 
For fuppofing [faiah to have been fuch 
a man as the incredulous commonly 
account him, and had no idea (for ex- 
ample) of the refurreétion of the dead, 
(as fome ungodly men affert of the an- 
cieut Prophets, as well as of the ancient 
Patriarchs;) what could have put fucha 
fancyin his mind, that the perfon, whom 
he defcribed to us asa very vile and 
contemptible man, fhould rife again 
from the dead, after having made his 
foul an offering for fin? In effect it is 
impofiible to doubt that he foreteis his 

death, 
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death, and in feveral ways: fe was cut 
off out of the land of the living. When 
his foul fhall hace been made an offer- 
ing for fin. His grave was made with 
the wiched ; becaufe he has poured out 
his foul unto death. Neither have we 
any reafon to doubt, that his refurrec- 
tion is foretold us alfo in the very fame 
place, fince it is affirmed of this man, 
who fhall have made his foul an offer- 
ing for fin, who fhall have poured out 
his foul, who fhall have been with the 
rich in his death, and fhall have been 
cut off out of the land of the living; 
that he fhall not only fee his feed, but 
alfo fhall prolong hisdays; that he fhall 
fee the travail of his foul, and make the 
pleafure of the Lord to profper; that — 
he fhall juftify mankind, and fhall have 
a portion divided to him with the great, 
All thefe expreffions fuppofe a living 
perfon : and yet they are all afcribed to 
a man that was to die, and as being the 

| | con- 
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confequence of his death. There is 
nothing therefore can be more evidently 
manifetted than his refurre¢ctron. But 
can the refurrection of the dead eafily 
come into the mindofa Prophet, whom 
we fuppofe never to have had any no- 
tion of it before ? 

But if the Deifts will not part with — 
their prejudices againft this Prophet, let 
oir modern Jews atcribe him to their 
own; we will agreeto ita while. Accord- 
ing therefore to thisfuppofition, Hfaiah 
himfelf muft have repretented the Mef- 
fiah, who was to come, as aglorious and 
triumphing monarch; who was to cén- 
quer his enemies without any refiftancé, 
‘and to fubdue the whole world with 
eafe; and laftly, to give the Jews the 
Kings of the earth for their nur frrg 
fathers, and Queens for their nurfing 
mothers ; for after this manner he ex- 
preffes himfelf in another part of his 
Prophecy ; which words the Jews affirm 
sutt be literally underftood. But then 
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js it natural to reprefent a glorious and 
triumphing monarch, under the notion 
of a tender young plant, of a contempt- 
ible and rejected man, a man of forrows, 
-&c. and fo exactly to foretel his death 
and his fufferings ! 

But let us not confider Ifaiah as a 
man prepofiefied with the literal opinion 
that is now efpoufed by the Jews, but 
as a difciple of Mofes, and of all the 
Prophets that lived before his time ; 
what Prophets were there before him, 
that ever fo clearly {poke of a propitia- 
tion for fins, to be procured to man- 
kind by the facrifice of a divine man? 
From whence do we derive thofe ideas 
he had of the union of the Meffiah’s 
meannefs and glory; of his contempt 
from men, and his profperity from God ; 
of his knowledge and juftification, of 
his preaching, and of the arm of the 
‘Lord; of his death, and of the pro- 
longing of his days?’ For certainly thefe 
are all very extraordinary notions: and 

fince 
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fince revelation by the will of Divine 
Wifdom continued to increafe, it is cer- 
- tain that, before him, no holy writers 
ever ufed fuch expreffions. 

Laftly, I confent that they fhould look 
upen him as being enlightened with the 
light of reafon, after having confidered 
him as being inftructed in the myfteries 
of HolyScripture. It is inconceivableto 
me that Ifaiah fhould have delivered this 
Oracle, without having been infpired 
of God. Reafon can never invent, 
of its own felf, fo many different cir- 
cumftances, which feem direttly op- 
pofite to one another, Fancy has no- 
thing to do with thofe paradoxes, which 
not only feem to be above its reach, 
but above that alfo of the underftanding 
itfelf. That we have fo forrowful a 
pidiure given us of the Meffiah, whofe 
Coming was fo earneftly expected, does 
not proceed from any defire of invent= 
ing thofe things that might be accept- 

able. 
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-able. .Chance can never form fo many 
different ideas in the mind, with, fuch 
coherent and rational predictions, fur- 
nifhed even with the minuteit circum- 
ftances of the tragedy they defcribe; 
and confequently there is no other prin- 
ciple to which this Oracle can be at- 
cribed, but the Holy Ghotft. And if 
we have no reafon to fufpeét. the ,Pro- 
phecy itfelf, much lefs have we to fuf- 
peét its Event. We can never fufpeét 
thofe matters of fact to be fictitious, on 
which the accomplifhment of this Pro- 
phecy is grounded... The Evangelitis 
doubtlels could never deceive us, When 
they fo exactly reprefented to us the 
deep humiliation of Jefus Chrift, And 
though we fhould have reafon to ditbe- 
heve them, yet we could _ not but be- 
lieve the reproaches with which the 
very enemies of Jefus revile him in this 
refpect, upbraiding him with one of the 
chief chara€ters of his Miffion, that is, 

his 
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his poverty and meannefs. It cannot 
be doubted that Jefus Chrift fuffered 
death. Nor is it likely that the cir- 
cumftance of his burial fhould be feign- 
ed. So impudent a figtion as_ that 
mult have been, could not but foon 
- have been brought to light. No man 
doubts that Jefus Chrift was crucified 
between two thieves. Itis a matter of 
faét confirmed by a happy experience, 
that, after his death, he had a very 
great number of difciples, who were 
called his children, or his feed ; upon 
much better grounds than the difci- 
ples of the Prophets were called the 
children of the Prophets. It is well 
known that many perfons forfook the 
worfhip of idols, and gave up their 
minds wholly tothe ftudy of fanétifi- 
cation, by the knowledge they had of 
him. And fince itis impoffible for us 
to doubt that itis the good pleafure 
of Almighty God to fave men, there 

is 
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_ is likewife no doubt that he, who has 
enlightened the Gentiles by the preach- 
ing of his Gofpel, caufed alfo the good 
pleafure ef the Lord to _ profper. 
Whence I conclude, it is not in the 
fancy and imagination of the Evange- 
lifts, but in the truth ofthe matter itfelf, 
that the accomphfhment of this Ora- 
cle is tobe found. And ifit depended 
not on the fancy of the difciples, fince 
they were but poor fimple fifhermen, to 
adapt the Fveni to the Oracle; we may 
add, that it depended not on Jefus 
Chrift himfelf to accommodate and 
adapt himfelf to this ancient Prophecy. 
For though we fhould fuppofe, that, 
in conformity to this Prophecy, he had 
adopted, if I may fo exprefs it, thame 
and mifery to himielf; yet, after that, was 
he mafter of all the circumftances of 
his life, of his death and burial, and of 
what fhould come to pafs after his 
| death? 
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death? Was it. by his advice, that 
they nailed him on the crofs between 
two thieves? (Had he defired Jofeph 
of Arimathea, before his death, to bury 
his body in the fepulchre which he had 
hewn out of a rock? 

But it is neither the Event, nor the 
Prophecy, which we ought towonder at ; 
it is the proportion we find betwixt 
them both, which is of fuch a nature, 
that the Prophecy feems to be.but a 
Gofpel, and the Gofpel but a Prophe- 
cy repeated, and traced out again. 
So wonderful is the refemblance_be- 
tween them, where all the circumftances 
fuit with one another, and are fo well 
knit and united together, that. I think 
it needlefs to infift on two or three 
critical remarks, which the Rablins 
{till oppofe againft the evidence of this 
truth ; and which therefore I fhall only 
briefly notice. 

G Q 1. They 
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1. They objeét, that the Prophet 
fpeaks here of an infirm man, and con- 
fequently could not mean our Lord 
Jefus ‘Chrift, who was not liable to 
grief or any natural infirmity, but was 
all his life-time very healthy and vigor- 
ous, and was not taken off but by a 
violent death. ‘Towhich we anfwer, 
that the infirmity, which is meant in 
this Oracle, 1s altogether accidental and 
voluntary, as the following words evi- 
dently manifeft: He hath put him te 
grief; which words muft not be under- 
ftood of any natural affliétions, but of 
thofe fufferings infliéted upon men as a 
punifhment for their fins. 

2. They further object, that Jefus 
Chrift did not prolong his days, having 
lived not above thirty-three years, 
or thereabouts. We an{wer, that he 
prolonged them after his death, having 


obtained eternity. r 
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3. They defire to be informed, in 
what fenfe Jefus Chrift can be faid to 
have had a portion divided to him 
with the great. We anfwer, that he 
had this portion divided to him with 
the kings and princes of the world, who 
fubmitted themfelves to the fcepter of 
his word, having laid their own fcep- 
ters at his feet; or rather, thatit is an 
Hebrew phrafe, which fignifies only in 
general terms, that Jefus Chritt has bad 
the beft fhare. 

It was this wonderful proportion be- 
twixtthe Event and the Prophecy,which 
is fo clear, and fo eafy, fo undeniable, 
and at the fame time fo fenfible, that 
converted ihe * Eunuch of Candace 
queenof the Ethiopians, after Philip had 
made him underftand and difcern the 
excellence of it. Philip, however, 
{topped not at the explication of this 

* Aas, Chap. viii. 27, &c. 
G3 Oracle, 
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Oracle, but proceeded to expound te 
him the other Prophecies. His exam- | 
ple we will imitate. 


CIIAP, 
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Carb AB VI. 


A further Examination of thofe Pro- 
phecies, which concern the Meffiah, 
and efpecially thofe which denote the 
Place and Manner of his Birth. 


THOUGH the birth, life, and death, 
of the Meffiah are contained in the 
Prophecy juft examined, it will ac- 
cord with our prefent purpofe to con- 
fider fome other Oracles, in which 
all thefe events are more particularly 
reprefented to us. 

But before we enter upon this under- 
taking, it is neceffary to obferve, that 
there are three kinds of Oracles which 
concern the Meffiah: fome that are 
proofs without types ; others that repre- 
fent types without proofs; and others 
that may ferve for types and’ proofs to- 
gether. | | 

G 4. | Ifaac, 
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Ifaac, Jofeph, and Sampfon, are the 
fimple types of the Mefliah, and very 
fit images to reprefent him; nay, de- 
fizned by the wildom of God for that 
very purpofe; but thefe types only fup- 
pofe the truth of his Coming, without 
provingit. Qn the contrary, we may 
rightly affirm of the Oracle which we 
have examined in the preceding chap- 
ter, that it is a contexture of very ex- 
prefs and evident Prophecies, which 
cannot belong to any but Jefus Chrift 
himfelf,..and which immediately be- 
Jong to him, without being concealed 
under any image or cover whatever. 
Thefe I call proofs without types. The 
firft of thefe Oracles reprefent. him, 
but prove him not;. and the others 
prove him, but reprefent him not. But 
for the fuller demonftration of evidence, 
it was very meet that Divine Wiidom 
fhould join the proof and thereprefen- 


tation together, to give us thole types 
of 
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of Jefus:Chrift, which fhould ferve as a 
proof by themfelves. On this account 
therefore, the Holy Ghoft choofing 
[1] David, and fome other remarkable 
perfons, tobe the types of the Meffiah, 
afcribes to them fuch things as could 
never belong to any but the Meffiah 
himfelf: at the fame time defcribing, 
under the cover of that which happened: 
to thofe noble perfons, whatever con- 
cerned him; but yet withthis particular 
difference,. that the fenfe of thefe Ora- 
cles appeared to-have fo great a lati- 
tude, as to make us underftand, that 
they concern two objects, the one im 
mediate and near, as David; and the 
other remote, as the Meffiah. And: - 
thefe. are the Oracles which contain: 
both the proofs and the types together, 
of which we fhail chiefly treat. here- 
after. : 
Thus L-confefs, that;the Oracle which. 
is contained in the 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, . 
G5 7 16th: 


130 | The Correfpondence of 


16th verfes of the 7th chapter of the fe- 
cond Book of Samuel, concernsSolomon 
only. For ofhim alone thefe words mutt 
be underftood ; ‘‘ If he commit iniquity, 
I will chaften him with the rod of men 
and with the ftripes of the children of 
men.” But then it is alfo true, that 
the promife it contains is too great and 
too maguificent to be limited wholly 
to Solomon. It would even appear 
to be falfe, if it had no other object 
to be afcribed to betides him ; itisonly in 
the perfon of the Meffiah, that we per- 
ceive it is fully accomplifhed. “ I will 
fet up thy feed after thee, which fhall 
proceed out of thy bowels; and I will 
eftablifh his kingdom, &c. I will be 
his father, and he fhall be my fon, &c. 
and thine houfe, and thy kingdom, 
fhall be eftablifhed for ever before thee; 
thy throne fhall be eftablifhed for ever.’ 
For who fees not, that this. everlafting 
dominion,! of which theScripture {peaks 

3 in 
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in another place, faying, “‘ That the 
feed of David fhould fit upon the 
throne as long as the fun and moon 
endureth,” cannot truly be underftood 
of the temporal dominion of Solomon ; 
but that it applies only to the fpiritual 
kingdom of the Meffiah ? 

In like manner we freely confent that 
the Jews fhould make as many reflec- 
tions as they pleafe on the Oracle con- 
tained in the feventh chapter of [faiah, 
verfe 14. and cited by St. Matthew; 
“ A Virgin fhall conceive,” &c. tofhew 
us that the literal fenfe of thefe words. 
are to be applied to a virgin, that lived 
in the days of the Prophet, or even to. 
a married woman, (for the original 
word may bear either fignification,) 
which was to bear a fon, who fhould: 
no fooner have knowledge to difcern: 
good and evil, but fhould refcue the 
land of Judah from the power of the 
kings of Ifrael and Affyria, who, being: 

a 6. come- 


a 
a s 
aes e.e 
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come to ravage that country, had put 
Ahaz, and all Jerufalem with him, mto ~ 
avery great confternation.’ For they 
will fill be obliged to own, that. the 
fign of this Oracle extends further 
than this; and that, to preferve it in its 
full fenfe, we muit apply it to the 
Meffiah, in whom we find it accomplifh- 
ed ina very excellent and moft noble 
manner. 

For, rirst, the Prophet thinks it not 
fufficient to fay, thata Virgin fhall con- 
ceive, but he gives it alfo for a fign 
that God intended to preferve his own 
people, a fign that was to encourage 
Ahaz and fill his heart with joy, and a 
fign that God himfelf had given of his 
own accord, and which Ahaz durft. 
not prefume to afk for, having an- 
{wered the Prophet who, encouraged 
him thereto, that he would not tempt 
the Lord. Now it is certain, thata 
ebild that is born in the world, by the 

ordinary 
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ordinary courfe of nature, has nothing 
in him that deferves to be looked upon 
as a fion, much lefs the fign of afi ex- 
traordinary and fignal deliverance. 

II. The child that is there mention- 
ed, was to be called Jmmanuel, or God 
withus: avery remarkable expreffion 
indeed, and not only too difproportion- 
able to an ordinary child, but too great 
alfo for the greateft of the Prophets; 
and which not being to be paralleled 
in all the Scripture, and denoting fome- 
thing nobler than a human chara€ter, 
cannot reafonably be afcribed to any 
other but the Meffiah. 

ILI. It isobfervable that the accom- . 
plithment of this Prophecy is related in 
the following chapter, in thefe words. 
“« * And ] went unto the Prophetefs, and 
‘fhe conceived and bare a fon, &c. For 
before the child fhall have knowledge to 
cry, my father, and my mother, the 

*Chap. vill, 3.” 
riches 
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riches of Damafcus, and the fpoils of 
Samaria, &c. Now therefore, behold, 
the Lord bringeth up upon them the 
waters of the rivers, &c. And he fhall 
come up over all his channels, &c. 
and the ftretching out of his wings 
fhall fill the breadth of thy land, O 
Immanuel.” It is evident that the li- 
teral fenfe of this Oracle, which the 
Jews urge fo much againftus, is abfurd 
and incomprehenfible, if confidered by 
itfelf. For what is the meaning of the 
Prophet, thus to call fo many times an. 
ordinary child, who was not to contri- 
bute any thing towards the deliverance: 
of the people, by the name of Immanuel,. 
that is, God with us, fince the people — 
were to be delivered, before he fhould 
have the knowledge to cry, my father, or 
my mother? Wherefore fhould he turn his, 
fpeech to this child? Wherefore-fhould. 
he make him to be looked upon, as the. 
lord and mafter of the holy land, when. 
he afcribes to him the care and domi-- 
nion: 
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nion of itin the following words, ‘and 
the ftretching out of his wings fhall fill 
the breadth of thy land, O Immanuel?” 

But the Prophecy of the birth of Jefus 
Chrift in the city of Bethlehem, is not 
fo ealily to be called in queftion, as the 
other Oracles are, by the Jews, with- 
out abfolutely contradicting them- 
felves; becaufe their fathers have ex- 
prefsly declared, that he was to be born 
in Bethlehem, according to that Oracle 
in St. Matthew, which a little differs in 
the words, but not in fenfe: * “ But 
thou, Bethlehem Ephrata, though thou 
be little among the thoufands of Judah, 
yet out ofthee fhall he come forth unto 
me, that is to be the Ruler of Ifrael, 
whofe goings forth have been from of 
old, from everlafting—And he fhall 
{tand and feed in the ftrength of the 
Lord, in the majefty of the name 
of the Lord his God; and_ they 


* Micah vy. 2, &c. 
fhal] 
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fhall abide; for now fhall he: be great 
unto the endsof the earth; and this:man 
fhall be the peace, &c.” The putting 
to death all-the children. that were in 
Bethlehem, is.a fad: teftimony, which 
proves, that we did not invent the an+ 
fer which. the Scribes and: Pharifees 
returned to Herod: and that: anfwer 
is alfo a certain: evidence, that the 
Jews. themfelves formerly confider- 
ed this. Oracle te concern. the Mef- 
fiah only. But though we had not this 
great precedent againft. the Rabbins 
of modern. times, yet of whom but the 
Meffiah could it: properly. be faid, that 
out of Bethlehem there fhould come a 
Ruler in Hrael? For as to thofe who are 
of opinion, that. thefe words {hould be 
underftood, as- if they were already 
come to pafs; and: conftrue them, 
he is gone out, afcribing them to. Da- 
vid; they are confuted by the whole 
tenour of the difcourfe ; and efpecially 

by. 
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by the following expreffions, “ He fhall 
-f{tand and feed in the Lord, he fhall be 
the peace, he fhall be great.” Where 
is then that Ruler? Where is that 
ftrength and greatnefs of the Lord, 
which fhall be known unto the ends of 
the earthr Where are thofe goings 
forth from everlafting ? Where is that 
man come out of Bethlehem, that is 
the peace of God? Since therefore 
Bethlehem has been deftroyed fo many 
ages, and fince they cannot tell us 
of any one but Chrift to whom all 
thefe chara&ters can more properly be 
afcribed, we may fafely conclude, that 
Chrift alone is meant in this place. 


CHAP, 
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CHAP. VIF. 


The Examination of Prophecies, whick 
concern the Office of the Mefhah. 


WE éthall not be able fully to compre- 
hend the fenfe of the Prophecy which 
occurs in the 42d of Ifaiah, unlefs we 
recite itatlarge. It isexpreffed in the 
following words. “‘ Behold my fervant, 
whom | uphold; mine ele&, in whom my 
foul delighteth: I have put my Spirit 
upon him; he fhall bring forth judge- 
ment. to. the Gentiles. . He thall not 
cry, nor lift up, nor caufe his voice to 
be heard in the ftreet. Abruifed reed 
fhall he not break, and the fmoking 
flax fhall he not quench ; he fhall bring 
forth judgement unto truth. He fhall 
not fail, nor be difcouraged, till he 
have fet judgement in the earth: and the 

3 ifles 
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ifles fhall wait for his law. Thus faith 
God the Lord, he that created the hea- 
vens, &c. I the Lord have called thee 
in righteoufnefs, and will hold thine 
hand, and will keep thee, and give thee 
for a covenant of the people, for a 
light of the Gentiles ; to open the blind 
eyes, to bring outthe prifoners from the 
prifon, and them that fit in darknefs 
out of the prifon-houfe. I amthe Lord; 
that is my name; and my glory will I 
not give to another, neither my praife 
to graven images. Behold, the former 
things are come to pafs, and new things 
do I declare; before they fpring forth 
I tell you of them. Sing unto the Lord 
a new fong, and his praife from the end 
of the earth, ‘ye that go down to the 
fea, and ail that is therein; the ifles 
and the inhabitants thereof. Let the 
wildernefs and the cities thereof lift up 
their voice, &c. Let them give glory 

| unto 
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unto the Lord, and declare his praife 
in the iflands.” | 

Our chief bufinefs here is, to know 
who this fervant of God is of whom the 
Oracle fpeaks. Some affirmit to be 
the people of Ifrael; others, the Pro- 
phet Jeremiah. But we contend that it 
is the Meffiah promifed to. the Jews ;. 
and which of thefe opinions is the moft 
improbable, itis no difficult matter to. 
fhew. ) 

They, who apply this Oracle to the 
people of Ifrael, ground their opinion on. 
that which ts fpoken of the Jews in the. 
19th, 20th, 21ft verfes of the fame chap- 
ter: “‘ Who is blind, but my fervant > 
or deaf, as my meffenger that I fent 2 
Who is blind as he that is perfe&t, and 
blind as the Lord’s fervant? feeing, 
many things, but thou. obferveit not; 
opening the ears, but he heareth not. 
The Lord is, well-pleafed for his righte- 
oufnefs’ fake; he will magnify the law, 

and 
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and make it honourable. But this is 
a people robbed and fpoiled, &c.” 

By thefe laft words, it is impoffible, 
they fay, to doubt that the people of 
If{rael is moft certainly meant in this 
place. To this we anfwer, that thefame 
judgement cannot reafonably be made 
of the firft ten verfes of this chapter, 
containing the Prophecy under confi- 
deration; which is plainly demonftrated 
by this, that the perfon of whom God 
{peaks in thefe words, Behold my 

Sferoant whom I uphold, mine eleét, &c. 
was not only to be the light of the Gen- 
tiles, but alfo the covenant of the peo- 
ple; and that it would be a very great 
abfurdity to fay, that the people is the 
covenant of the people ; not'to mention 
any thing of the other characters of this 
Prophecy, which can never apply to the 
Jewith nation. 

How illuftrious foever Jeremiah was 
among the fervants of God, yet I do 

not 
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not underftand how any one durft af- 
cribe fo great a charactcr to him as we 
read of in this Oracle: for, firft, he was 
not fo eminent above the other Prophets 
as to deferve being thus diftinguifhed 
from the reft of mankind. ‘ Behold 
mine elect, in whom my foul delight- 
eth ; I have put my fpirit upon him ; 
he fhall bring forth judgement unto the 
Gentiles. I the Lord have called thee 
in righteoufnefs.” Lefides, doth-it ap- 
pertain to Jeremiah, either to break or 
not break the bruifed reed, and to 
quench or notquench the fmoking flax ? 
Was he to declare judgement unto the na- 
tions, to fettle righteoufnefs in the earth, 
and to make the ifles to tarry for his law ? 
No, certainly ; it cannot be faid, without 
impiety, that he was the covenant of 
the people, and the light of the Gen- 
tiles. 

And, moft affuredly, our adverfaries 


will be able to find out none but Chrift 
Tal 
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to whom all thefe characters truly 
apply; and of whom it may further be 
faid, that he openeth the eyes of the 
blind, and bringeth out the prifoners 
from the prifon, and them that fit in 
darknefs out of the prifon houfe: for 
by him alone, and not by any other, 
has God executed his judgements upon 
the idols and carved images. At his 
Coming alfo declared he new things 
unto men, telling them before they 
{prang forth. 

But though this Oracle were not fo 
clear as it really is, to whom elfe but 
Jefus Chrift can we apply the Prophe- 
cy which we read in the 9th chapter of 
Zechariah? “ Rejoice greatly, O 
daughter of Zion ; fhout, O daughter of 
Jerufalem; behold, thy king cometh 
unto thee 5 he is juft, and having fal- 
vation: lowly, and riding upon an afs, 
and upon a colt, the foal of an afs, 


&c. And he fhall fpeak peace unto 


the 
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the heathen ; and his dominion fhall be 
from fea even to fea, and from the river 
even to the ends of the earth.” Was 
ever this union of righteoufnefs and of 
lowlinefs, of power and of peace, ob- 
ferved to be in any other perfon but in 
Chrift? And :of whom ele but of 
him could it be truly faid, that he is 
juft, he is.aking, and he is contempt- 
ible; that. he cometh. upon the foal of 
an afs; that he fpeaks peace unto the 
heathen; that as contemptible as he 
feems, yethe is the joy cf Sion; and 
that his dominion extends from the 
river even to the ends of the earth ! 


CHAP. 
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CH.A P. .VqII. 


The Examination of thofe Prophecies 
which concern the Death of the Mef- 


frah. 


Bor though all thefe predictions 
which concern the life and the office of 
the Mefliah, are very convincing by 
their number, conneétion, and plain- 
nefs; yet none ought to be more per- 
fuafive than that of his death, and of 
his fufferings ; an event fo forrowful, 
and fo remote from, or rather con- 
trary to, the ordinary notions of the 
Jews, that the Prophets could never 
have had the thoughts of prophefying 
concerning it, much lefs of intermix- 
ing it with fo many lofty defcriptions 
which they give of the Metliah, if 
they had not been infpired by the Holy 

H Ghoit, 
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Ghoft, who knows all things as i 
are. 

In effeét, this Event is s ‘not of the na- 
ture of thofe which the Prophets flight- 
ly pafs over. ‘They infift a long while 
upon it, fetting it forth with all its 
circumftances. ‘They give us a defcrip- 
tion of the fhame and forrows of the 
Meffiah, they foretel his death, and the 
manner of it; denoting the end and 
defign of it, with all its circumftances, 
They teil us what was to precede and 
what to come after it, asif they had 
been already {pettators of thofe paf- 
faves which then lay concealed, and, as 
it were, buried in the darkneis of fu- 
turity. 

ie a3 not only tell us, that this 
Nefrab, or this fervant of God who 
was to come, was a man of forrows, 
and acquainted with grief, defpifed 
and reyeéied of the people, without any 
mien,, or cuiward appearance, a worm 

and 
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and no man, the reproach of men 3’ but 
they inform us alfo, that he was to be 
cut off out of the land of the living; 
that he was to make his foul an offer- 
ing for fin, and to départ after that he 
had fettled judgement on the earth: for 
we have already fhewn that the Mefiiah 
only is concerned in all thefe Oracles. 

Ii. They all affure us, that it was 
not for himfelf that he was to fuffer 
death; ‘“‘ That he wasto be cut off out 
of the land of the living, but not: for 
himfelf; that he had made his foul an | 
offering for fin; that he was wounded 
for our tranfereffions, and bruifed for 
our iniquities.” By all which expref- 
fions, it is impoffible that we can doubt 
the true end ofall his fufferings. 

Iif. Yhey indicate to us the painful 
manner of his death, with all the cir- 
cumftances of it. Zechariah faith, 
* «That the Jews fhall look on him 

* Chap. xii. 10, | 
HQ whone 
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whom they have pierced.” ‘* And I 
will pour,” faith our Saviour himfelf, 
by the mouth of that holy Prophet, “ 1 
will pour upon the houfe of David, 
and upon the inhabitants of Jerufalem, 
the {pirit of grace and of fupplications ; 
and they fhall look upon me whom they 
have pierced ; and they fhall mourn for 
him, as one mourneth for his only fon, 
and fhall be in bitternefs for him, as 
one that is in bitternefs for his firft- 
born.” This Oracle which is fo ex- 
actly fulhlled in the perions of thofe 
firft. profelvtes, whe, after they had 
heard the preaching of St. Peter, cried 
out, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do? is an evident token what kind of 
fin thofe Jews were to repent of. In 
effeGt, it is to be obferved, that this 
Prophet, who prephefied after the re- 
turn of the Jews from the Babylonith 
captivity ; after he has thewn them how 
great the mercy and how glorious the 
pro- 
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protection of God was towards them, 

by delivering them from that flavery ; 

after he has related feveral excellent 

vifions, in which God unfolded to him 

what manner of covenant he had made 

with that people ; and after he has fore- 
told the fubverfion of the enemies of 
God’s people, the glory of Ifrael, and 

of the houfe of David ; (which muft ne- 

ceffarily be underftood of the fpiritual 

Ifrael, and of the progrefs of the king- 

dom of the Meffiah the fon of David, 

fince otherwife this Prophecy would not 

have been yet fulfilled;) this Prophet, 

I fay, tells us of a very bitter mourn- 

ing which tfhould be among all the in- 

habitants of Jerufalem, and in the 

houfe of David: “ A mourning like as 

unto one that mourneth for his only fon; 

as the mourning of Hadadrimmon in the 

valley of Megiddon; a mourning in 
the land, a mourning in the family of 
the houfe of David, and in the family 
H 3 OL 


150° The Correfpondence of 


of the houfe of Nathan; a mourning 
in the family of the houfe of Levi, and 
a mourning in every family, and in 
every houféapart.” But what is fill, 
more remarkable, he tells us of a 
mourning, which fhould be occafioned 
by the extreme grief they fhould have 
for having pierced him whom. they 
ought to have made the object of their 
adoration. Let the Jews fearch ag 
long as they pleafe, they will never 
find any other fin, to which they can 
reafonably apply the words of this 
Oracle, but the Crucifixion of their 
Meffiah. 

Nor is Zechariah the only phasine 
that informs us what kind of death the 
Meffiah was to fuffer. The Pfalmift 
alfo makes him. utter thefe words in 
‘the ‘perfon of David, who was an 
emblem of him: “ * The affembly of. 
‘the wicked have enclofed me; they 

* Pfal. xxii. 16) 
pierced 
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pierced my hands and my feet.” I 
deny not that. part of the Pfaln may 
be very well applied. to the Pfalmift 
David, the figure and type of the Mef- 
fiah. . But. we affirm only according to 
the ancient Rabbins, who all afcribe 

this Pfalm to the Meffiah, that it con- 
tains fuch things as are far more appli- 
cable to our Saviour Chrift,, than to 
David himfelf; and many ether things 
alfo, which can never be applied to 
David, but can agree only to the Mef- 
fiah. Thefe.words for example, ‘* my 
God, my God, why hai thou forfaken 
me? why art thou fo far from helping 
me, and from the words of my roaring?” 
agree better to our Saviour Chrift in 
the agonies of bis paffion, than to David 
in his flight. The following will alfo 
prove to be more true in the perfon of 
Jefus Chrift, than in that of David: 
“+ But Iam a worm and no man, a 

* Pfal. xxii. 1, + ver. 6. 


H 4 reproach 
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reproach of men, and defpifed of the 
people ; all they that fee me, laugh me 
to fcorn; they fhoot out the lip, they 
fhake the head, faying, He-trufted in 
God, that he would deliver him; let 
him deliver him, feeing he delighted in 
him.” 

Here follow others likewife that can 
never be referred to David: ‘** They 
pierced my hands and my feet; they 
parted my garments among them, and 
caft lots upon my vefture:” which 
though they had been fulfilled in his 
perfon, yet we cannot fee how the fol- 
lowing magnificent words can be ap- 
plied to David’s temporal deliverance ; 
“+ All the ends of the world fhall re- 
member and turn unto the Lord; and 
all the kindredsof the nations fhall wor- 
fhip before thee. For the kingdom is the 
Lord's, and he is the governour among 
the nations. All they that be fatupon 

@Pfal, xxi. 18. + ver. 27. 
earth, 
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earth, fhall eatand worfhip ; all they that 
go down to the duft, fhall bow before 
him, and none can keep alive his own 
foul. A feed fhall ferve him, it fhall 
be accounted to the Lord for a gene- 
ration. ‘They fhall come, and fhall de- 
clare his righteoufnefs unto a people 
that fhall be born, that he hath done 
this.” 

Can any one believe that thefe latt 
words, that he hath done this, could 
be referred only to the deliverance of 
David, fo that the nations fhouid come 
and declare the righteouinefs of God 
to a people that was yet to be born, 
that all the ends of the world fhould re- 
member it, and turn unto the Lord? 
Truly we muft then renounce the good 
opinion we have of this Prophet, and 
even reiufe to allow him fo much as 
common fenfe, it we thould imagine, 
that, under the cover of thefe words, 
he intended to fhroud no greater event 

ni than 


154 The Correfpondence of 


than that of his temporal deliverance; 
and confequently that he {peaks not 
here of the Meffiah, to whom alone fo 
magnificent an Oracle can properly be 
applied. 

But are not thefe words alfo of the 
69th Pfalm neceffary to be referred to 
Jefus Chrift? ‘Tam become a ftran- 
- ger unto my hrethren, &c. The zeal 
of thine houfe hath eaten me up, &c. 
Reproach hath broken my heart, and I 
am full of heavinefs, &c. They gave 
me alfo gall for my meat, and in my 
thirft they gave me vinegar to drink :” 
becaufe David could not have fpoken ~ 
fuch words of himfelf, but by a certain 
extenfion of their true fenfe, which pro- 
perly and exaétly concern the Meffiah 
and him only, of whom he was but an 
imperfect type. 

Laftly, ofwhom but of the Meffiah can 
we interpret thefe words of the Pro- 

phet 
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phet Ifaiah? ‘* I gave my back to 
the fmiters, and my cheeks to them that 
plucked off the hairs; I h'duot my face 
from fhame and (pitting? For iffuch 
things as thefe never happened to 
the Prophet, it is plain that he fpeaks 
them as reprefentative of fome other 
perfon; and who can that perfon be, 
but the Meffiah hitnfelf! » 

‘Thus we may find in the Oracles of 
the Prophets all'the circumftances of 
the death of our Meffiah ; his feet and 
hands pierced, the forrowful mourning 
of thofe who acknowledge that they had 
pierced him, and his own doleful excla- 
mation, when nailed onthe crofs, ALy 
God, my God, why hafé thow forfiken 
me 2? “We may find alfo thame and 
reproach alwaysattending his fufferinys ; 
vinegar and gall given him to drink, 
men fpitting upon him, and° blaiphe- 
" : * Chap. 50.6. 

HO moufly 
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moufly infulting him, fhaking their - 
heads at him, and mocking him, faying, 

he trufted in God that he would deliver 

him, let him deliver him, feeing he de- 

lighteth in him; the parting of his gar- 

ments; and all thefe circumftances 
joined with the knowledge that the ends 

of the earth were to have of him, and 

with the falvation of the nations that 
fhould come, and be converted, and de- 

clare for ever the righteoufnefs of God 
to the people that was to be born. 

IV. Ifaiah alfo affures us, that the 
death of this fufferer fhould be accept- 
able to God; that he fhould fee his 
feed after his fufferings, and fhould 
have a portion divided to him with the © 
great, after hehad made his foul an of- 
fering for fin. Hence we areconvinced 
that all thefe Oracles are meant of Je- 
fus Chrift, whofe deathalone had fo ma 
ny and fuch exact refemblances with the 

| death 
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death of him whom the Prophets have 
defcribed to us, under the notion of 
Chrift, or the fervant of God, who was 
to lay down his foul for our iniquities. 


CHAP, 
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‘CHA P) 1Xe 


The Examination of thofe Prophecies, 
which foretel what befel the Meffiah 
after his death. 


WE have now nothing further to look 
for, in the Oracles of the Prophets, 
but the Burial of Jefus Chrift, his Re- 
furrection, Afcenfion, and fitting at the 
right hand of God the Father. 

His Burial is very plainly foretold in 
the 53d Chapter of Ifaiah, “ And he 
made his grave with the wicked, and - 
with the rich in his death:’”’ which words 
we need not further explain, becaufe we 
have already interpreted the meaning 
of that Oracle. 

As for his Refurrection, we infer it 
from the writings of the Prophets, who 

a5 | | tell 
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tell uson the one hand, that the Chrift. 
fhould be cut off out of the land of the 
living, by fuffering a fhameful death ; 
and on the other, afcribe unto him an 
everlafting dominion and glory ; it being 
abfolutely impoffible to reconcile thefe 
two things together, but by his Refur- 
rection only. yh | 
Yet that there may be no room to 
doubt that it was one and the fame Met- 
fiah, of whom the Prophets foretold that 
he fhould fuffer an 1gnominious death, 
and obtain an everlafting dominion ; it is. 
neceffary to remember, that in the 53d 
Chapter of Ifaiah, it is faid of one and 
the fame perfon whom we have already 
proved to be the Meffiah, that ‘‘ he 
fhould make his foul an offering for 
fin; and fhould fee his feed after him, 
and make the pleafure of the Lord prof- 
per, &c.” <All which expreffions ne- 

ceflarily fuppofe a refurrection. 
; : This, 
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This, David himfelf, a type of the 
Mefiiah, admirably exprefles in the 
16th Pfalm, ver. 10. ‘‘For thou wilt 
not leave my foul in hell; neither 
wilt thou fuffer thy Holy One, or thy 
Beloved One, to fee corruption.” Here 
it appears again, that the prophetical 
fpirit, with which the Prophet was in- 
fpired, gave a very large latitude and 
extenfion to his words and conceptions; 
which prevent the application of them 
wholly to king David. For what fhould 
the Prophet mean, were it to be fup- 
pofed, that his foul, which is here taken 
for his body, fhould not fee the grave; 
and that being the Anointed of the Lord, | 
his Holy One, or his Beloved, he fhould 
efcape death? But could any thing be 
more abfurd to imagine than this ; fince 
David really faw death, and fince bis 
fepulchre remained among the Jews 
until St. Peter's time, who made ule 
of this fame argument to convince the 

7 incre 
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incredulous and obftinate Jews ? And 
this proof ferves for fo much the great- 
er demonftration. againft the Rabbins, 
becaufe they own king David to have 
been the type of the Meffiah, and that 
many things are afcribed to the former 
which are applicable only to the latter. 
As for the other fort of Unbelievers, 
they may find the Refurre¢tion of Jefus 
Chrift clearly foretold in the 53d chap- 
ter of Lfaiah. 

His Afcenfion alfo, and his fitting on 
the right hand of God, are no lefs evi- 
dent in the Oracles of the Prophets. 
But becaufe it would be too tedious to 
recite all thofe that foretel this double 
event, we fhall only mention the 110th 
Pfalm, which is very remarkable; ef- 
pecially becaufe there is no fubterfuge 
which the Rabbins have not devifed.to 
pervert the fenfe of it; and above all 
in their interpretation of the beginning 
-of it, “The Lord hath faid unto my 

Lord, 
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Lord, fit thou on my right hand, until 
‘I make thine enemies thy footftool ;” fo 
that they might not favour the perfon 
of our Meffiah. | 

some affert that Melchifedech compo- 
fed this Pfalm, on account of the victory 
which Abraham obtained over the kings 
who had carried his brother Lot away 
captive ; as ifiit was exprefled in the 
text, ‘The Lord hath faid unto my 
Lord Abraham, fit thou on my right 
hand, &c.’’ as if Melchifedech, the prieft 
of the’ Moft High God, who bleffed 
Abraham in that quality, and: confe- 
quently was his fuperiour, could ratio- 
nally have called that Patriarch his 
Lord: or as if thefe words, ‘the Lord 
hail fend the rod of thy ftrength out of 
Zion,” were fuitable to) Abraham’s 
time, when there was no mention made 
of Zion, or of a fcepter, the mark of 
regality. | ci 
i Others 


~ 
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Others pretend, that Eliezer, the fer- 
vant of Abraham, was the author of it; 
but. they are foon refuted by this laft 
confideration, as well as by all the other 
paflages of the Prophecy. 

Some aflirm, with no better fuccefs, 
that David compofed it, as prophefying 
of king Hezekiah, whofe glory:he fore- 
told; as if it was at all likely that he 
fhould call him his Lord ! 

And others are of opinion, that it 
was compofed, in honour of David, by 
fome Levite who wifhed to publith his 
glory and grandeur ; or, as others pre- 
tend, upon occafion of the danger, which 
David experienced, of being flain by 
the fpear of the Philiftine Hhbi-benob, 
when Abifhai fuccoured him; fo that 
the men of David {ware unto him, fay- 
ing, * “Thou fhalt go no more out with 
us to battle, that thou quench not the 
light of Hrael.” | 

2 Sars xxi, 16):17,/ 18; 


Rut 
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But though we fhould refle& on no 
other words but thefe, ‘The Lord 
hath fworn, and will not repent; ‘Thou 
art a prieft for ever, after the order of 
Melchifedech;” we might plainly per- 
ceive thatthis Prophecy cannot be un- 
derftood of David, it being moft certain 
that David was neither an evevlafting 
prieft, nor a prieft after the order of 
Melchifedech, 


CHAP. 
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OFT Ae PIX: 


Anfwers to the principal Objections 
that may be raifed againfi the Pro- 
phecies concerning the Meffiah. 


WE have now examined the Prophe- 
cies that foretold the Coming of the 
Meffiah whom we own. Let us now 
hear what objections the incredulous do 
or may raife againtt thofe evident tef- 
timonies. 

I. They will perhaps defire of us a 
greater number of Oracles to teftify of 
the Lord Jefus. Butlet them confider, 
that there is {carcely a chapter, in all 
the revelations ofeach Prophet, which 
does not contain fome paflage refpe&- 
ing the Meffiah. 

II. If they require that we fhould 
produce them Prophecies {till more par- 

| ticular 
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ticular than thefe, let them confider 
that the perfon of the Meffiah could 
not be more precifely reprefented, nor 
the events be more circumftantial, than 
in the Prophecies we have alleged. Jefus 
Chrift is there called Shiloh, the Chrift, 
a Deliverer, a Great One, who was to 
come to the fecond houfe, and make 
the glory of it; the Son of God, an 
everlafting King, a Prieft according to 
the order of Melchifedéch, the Lord, 
the God, the Saviour of all the world, 
the Holy One of God, the Shepherd; the - 
Prince, the Servant of God, his'Eleét in 
whom he delighteth; the Son ‘of Man 
coming on the clouds of heaven ; like- 
wifea Worm and no Man, the Reproach 
efmen;a Man of forrows,and acquaint- 
ed with grief; a Lamb, a burnt-offering 
for fin, &c. As to the events, they are 
foexactly defcribed, with all their prin- 
cipal circumftances, in the vifions of the. 
Prophet Ifaiah, that whofoever fhall 

read 
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read and mark them, cannot but look 

upon them as upon a fifth Gofpel. — 
“IIL. They will perhaps fufpeé& the 
force of thefe pretended charaéters of 
the Meffiah, or of the circumftances of 
all thofe events, becaufe they are col- 
leGted from fo many different and fepa- 
rate places of Scripture, which ‘have 
no connection one with another. But, 
befides that we have already proved 
a mention made of the Meffiah in thofe 
very places from which we gathered 
them, Divine Wifdom has taken won- 
derful' care that no juft exceptions 
can be made againft us on that ac- 
count, and that we fhould want no- 
thing which we can defire to con- 
vince the ‘moft obftinate unbeliever. 
For what can be more circumftantial 
than the Oracles of Daniel? And who 
fees not that the 53d Chapter of Haiah 
is who!ly defigned to exhibit the humili- 
ation of Jefus Chrift, his reproach and 
his 
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his fufferings, his death and facrifice, 
his burial, his refurre€tion and afcenfi- 
on, together with his propitiation for 
our fins, and the falvation of mankind ? 
So that it is impoffible, by any fubtleties 
whatfoever, to avoid acknowledging, 
that fo many various and feemingly 
contrary characters are ufed to denote 
one and the fame perfon. 

IV. They may perhaps expeét more 
fignal and impreffive charaéters, to 
mark the Coming of the Meffiah. What 
could poffibly be affigned more fignal 
and impreflive, than the alteration of 
the covenant; the fubverfion of the four 
monarchies that had afflicted God’s peo- 
ple ; the converfion of the Gentiles; the 
defolation of Jerufalem and of the fanc- 
tuary that was to follow; the taking 
away the {cepter and the law-giver from 
Judah; the confufion of genealogies, 
‘and the lofs of their liberty; the efta- 

blifh- 
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blifhing of an empire that fhould com- 
prehend all nations, tribes, and lan- 
guages; the coming ofa nation of faints 
which was to people the earth; the 
knowledge of God that was to fill it; 
and the gifts of the Holy Ghoft that 
were to be poured on all flefh, accord- 
ing to the Prophet Joel, that is, on 

other nations as well as on the Jews ? 
V. But if they fthall demand, why 
God did not exprefs all thefe events in 
~ a manner fo plain and exact, as that it 
fhould be impoffible to call them in 
queftion ; I anfwer; Itis not conveni- 
ent that Prophecies fhould be {fo clearly 
exprefied as thereby to give men an oc. 
cafion ofavoiding or altering their events. 
For if the precife moment of Chritt’s 
nativity had beenforetuld, Herod would 
have been thereby directed how to exe- 
cute with eafe his bloody defign upon 
him. Andif his perton had been fa 
characterifed, as that Herod could not 
it poffibly 
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poffibly miftake him ;if Herod had been 
told that he was the fon of Mary, mar- 
ried to a carpenter called Jofeph; that 
he was to lie in a manger at fuch a time 
and infuch a houfe in Bethlehem ; and 
that on a certain day he was to be car- 
tied into Egypt; it would but have af- 
forded Herod the more affured means 
of fatisfying his cruel ambition, or elfe 
would have reprefented the wifdom of 
God in fuch difficulty, as to be forced 
to invent fome other means of faving 
his Son than thofe which he had de- 
creed, or thofe which the Prephets had 
already foretold. This beam of light, 
which proceeds from the hiftory of the 
Gofpel, fhews us what neceflity there is 
that Prophecies fhould be concealed 
before their Accomplifhment. _Befides, 
what inconveniences might arife, if we 
could penetrate the defign, and the de- 
crees, of the wifdom of God! . 
VI. Perhaps 
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VI. Perhaps they will again objeét, 
thatthe Oracles, which defcribe the com- 
ing and the kingdom of the Mefiiah, 
fpeak, all of them, as of an event that 
was to be the glory of the Ifraelites, 
and which would effect the fubjection of 
the nations, who were to be but their 
flaves. I reply, that this is falfe; for the 
Coming of the Meffiah is foretold, asa 
bleffing that was defigned, both for the 
Jews and Gentiles; of whom it is faid, 
They fhould make but one people. Nay, 
the Converfion of the Gentiles is ever 
foretold as a greater event than the Ref- 
toration of the Jews. For thus Latah 
deferibes God {peaking to the Meffiah 
who was to come: * “And he faid, 
Itis a light thing that thou fhouldeft be 
my fervant, to raife up the tribes of 
Jacob, and to reftore the preferved of 
frael: I will alfo give thee for a light 
to the Gentiles, that thou mayeft be 

“Chap? thx.'6. 
12 my 
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my falvation, unto the end of the 
earth.” 

VII. But how comes it to pafs, that 
the Prophets prepare the Jews to the 
expectation of fo much glory and pomp 
by the Meffiah, fince at his Coming they 
were to be caft out of the covenant ? 
We an{wer, that the Holy Ghoft made 
all thefe promifes to Ifrael according to 
the fpirit, but not to Irael according to 
the flefh. Now the {fpiritual [frael is 
compofed of all the children of Abraham 
by faith, whether they be defcended 
from that patriarch, or from any other 
perfon. In effect, thus God joins the 
two people together in the promifes he 
makes them, faying, * “ For the Lord 
fhall comfort Zion: he will comfort all 
her wafte places; and will make her 
wildernefs like Eden, and her defart 
like the garden of the Lord: joy and 
gladnets fhail be found therein; thankf- 

* fa. li. 35 4) 5 
giving 
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giving, and the voice of melody. 
Hearken unto me, my people, and give 
ear unto me, O my nation: fora law 
fhall proceed from me, and [ will make 
my judgement to reft for a light of the 
people. My righteoufnefs is near ; my 
falvation is gone forth, and mine arms 
fhall judge the people ; the ifles fhall 
wait upon me, and ow mine arm {hail 
they truft.” : 

Thus we fee how both thefe different 
people are equally encouraged to ex- 
pec that great falvation. But whoare 
they that are fo often threatened in the 
Oracles of the Prophets? They are 
the wicked fort, both of the Jews and 
Gentiles, who fhould prove rebellious, 
and difbelieve their words. Obferve 
therefore how they join together the 
good tort of botia people who thould be 
enlightened by the Meffiah, and mike 
the very fame proiniies to thein all, 
rendering them equal in all things, and 

a declaring 
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declaring that they were the children 
of the promife, calling them alfo by 
the name of God’s people, of Ifrael, 
Jacob, and Judah ; and that they fhould 
be found among both people declaring 
the divine judgements upon the impe- 
nitent, and calling them by the names of 
the moft deteftable nations, fuch as 
Edom, Aflyria, and Egypt. 

But this truth manifeftly appears by 
the words following thofe which we have | 
recited in the chapter juft quoted: 
—*« Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 
and look upon the earth beneath ; for 
the heavens thall vanifh away like fmoke, 
aud the earth flaall wax old like a gar- 
ment, and they that dwell therein fhall 
die in like manner; but my falvation 
fhall be for ever, and my righteouinefs 
fhall not be abolifhed. Hearken unto 
me, ye that know righteouinefs, the 
people in whole heartis my law; fear 
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ye not the reproach of men, neither be 
ye afraid of their revilings. Vor the 
moth fhall eat them up like a garment, 
&e. But my righteoufnefs fhall be for 
ever, and my falvation from generation 
to generation.” 

We cannot but refleét on. the bleffed 
union of the eleét of both nations, if we 
read what God himfelf {ays in the 66th 
chapter of the Prophecies of [faiah, ver. 
18. “ For I know their works and their 
thoughts: it fhall come, that I will ga- 
ther all nations and tongues; and they 
fhall come and fee my glory.” 

Nor can we but acknowledge that 
the fame Prophet fets apart the wicked 
fort of both nations, making of them a 
feparate body, towhich he declares the 
judgement of God, when we hear him 
thus fpeaking to them. * “ But ye 
are they that forfake the Lord, that for- 
get my holy mountain, that prepare a 

te BAB RT vi 
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table for that troop, and that furnifh 
the drink-offering unto that number. 
Therefore wiJl I number you to the 
{word, and ye fhail all bow down to the 
flaughter ; becaufe when I called, ye 
did not anfwer ; when I fpake, ye did 
not hear, but did evil before mine eyes, 
and did choofe that wherein | delight- 
ed not. Therefore thus faith the Lord 
God, Behold, my fervants fhall eat, but 
yethall be hungry; behold, my fervants 
fhall drink, but ye fhall be_ thirity ; 
behold, my fervants fhall. rejoice, 
but ye fhali be afhamed ; behold, my 
fervants fhall fing for joy of heart, but 
ye fhall cry ior forrow of heart, and 
fhall howl for vexation of {pirit. And 
ye fhall leave your name for a curfe 
unto my chofen: for the Lord God 
fall flay thee, and call his fervants by 
ancther name; that he who bleffleth 
limstelfin the earth, fhall blefs himfelf 
in the God of truth; and he that {wear- 

| eth 
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eth in the earth, fhall {wear by the God 
oftruth, &c. For, behold, f create new 
heavens, and a new earth; and the for- 
mer fhall not be remembered, nor come. 
into mind. But be you glad and re- 
joice for ever in that which I create ; 
for, behold, I create Jerufalem a re- 
joicing, and her people a joy.” 
Certainly nothing can be more con- 
vincing, againft the errour of thofe who 
pretend that every Ifraelite, good or 
bad, fhall partake of the age to come, 
-as they term it, than thefe words. 
For it appears by them, tuat God fets 
apart thofe whom he calls his fervants, 
his elect, frem thofe other wicked Jews, 
whom he hath already called the defer- 
ters of the Lord, who forgot his holy 
mountain. And befides, fince he joins 
the nations that were to turn unto him, 
whole covenant, light, and falvation, 
the Mefiia: was to be, to the righ- 


teous fort of the Jews; and. promifes 
15 them 
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them the fame glory and advantages as 
_toone and the fame body; it follows 
thence, that the diftinétion betwixt L{- 
rael according to the flefh, and the fpi- 
ritual Ifrael, (which is but a feparation 
of the faithful Jews and the converted 
Gentiles, making one body, from the 
impenitent Jews and unbelieving Gen- 
tiles who are to make up another;) I 
fay it follows thence, that this diftine- 
tion is not of our own invention, but a 

true prediction of the Prophet Ifaiah. 
There is therefore a people Ifrael in 
the midft of the people Hrael ; and we 
may fafely fay, that all, defcended from 
the ftock of Abraham, are not to be 

reckoned among his children. ; 
Now this foundation, once _ laid, 
ferves to folve all the objections 
which the Jews raife againft us in this 
point. For if they allege, that the 
Meffiah 1s to bring baek the Jews to 
Jerufalem; ‘* That from one new 
moon 
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moon to another, and from one fab- 
bath to another, all flefh fhall come 
and worthip before the Lord*, &c ” we 
reply, firft, that this fort of Oracle 
is not to be underftood in a Hteral 
fenfe, it being manifeft that all flefh 
cannot come to Jerufalem from fabbath 
to fabbath; or, asit is faid ellewhere, 
that all nations of the earth cannot go 
up mount Sion. ButI proceed yet fur- 
ther, and affirm, that this Prophecy 
could not poffibly have been fulfilled, 
though it fhould have been limited to 
the Jewifh nation. For fince the Pro- 
phecy there fpeaks only of the glorious 
kingdom of the Meffiah; and fince out 
adverfaries pretend, that all the Jews 
are to be fpectators of the glory of it, 
and alfo partakers of the happinefs 
which fhall attend that age after the re- 
furreGtion ; how can they conceive that 
the whole multitude of the Jews that 
* Ifa, Ixvi. 23. 
16 fhould 
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fhould be fallen afleep, and thofe that 
fhould be yet alive, thould come up to 
Jerufalem, or to a mountain properly 
{fo called ! . 

Secondly, we reply, that this Oracle 
muft be underftood after this manner; 
that the benefits it promifes, extend not 
to the wicked but to the righteous only ; 
and that confequently itis not underftood 
there, that all the Ifraelites, both good 
and bad, fhould be gathered together 
to go up to mount Sion, but that the 
benefits there promifed are defigned for 
the faithful both of the Jews and Gen- 
tiles; becaufe we learn, from Scrip- 
ture, that God fhall then reveal him- 
felf to both of them. So that we are 
to underftand, here, a mountain that 
is anfwerable to all nations, and not 
a mountain to which a fingle nation on- 
ly can go up to worfhip; an heavenly 
Zion capable to receive the elect of God 
from the four ends of the earth, and 

not 
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nota terreftrial one, properly fo called, 
which would not be able fo much as to 
contain the potterity of Abraham ac- 
cording to the fleth. 

It will be to no purpofe for them 
to reply, that the wicked fhall not be 
found with the Jews, but with the 
Gentiles only ; becaufe, according to 
the ingenuous confeffion of the Rabbins, 
the age in which the Meffiah is to come, 
is to be a moft corrupt and diffolute 
age ; and the Prophet evidently fuppo- 
fes fome wicked men in Ifrael, who 
were to be punifhed, when he fays to 
thofe who forfook the Lord, and for- 
got his holy mountain, (which words 
are applicable only to thofe who had 
known the Lord in that mountain,) 
*« Behold, my fervants fhall fing for 
joy of heart; but ye fhall cry for for- 
row of oa and fhall howl for vexa- 
tion of fpirit.” This is a Prophecy 
* Ifa. Ixy. 14. 

which 
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which manifeftly concerns the kingdom 
of the Meffiah, as it appears by the 
following words, ‘* For behold, I create 
new heavens, and a new earth.” 

VIII. But it may perhaps be objeéted, 
thatif Godhad defigned that men fhould 
have made ufe of fuch a’double mean- 
ing of Ifrael according to the flefh, and 
of Ifrael according to the fpirit, in a 
literal and a figurative fenfe ; would he 
not have toid us of it by the Oracles of 
fome of his Prophets? I anfwer, he 
has faid enough of it, and tufficiently 
_expreffed it, to convince thafe who will 
not obftinately fhut their eyes againft 
the light. 

But, though this diftin@ion of Ifrael 
according to the flefh and of Ifraei ac- 
cording to the fpirit, fhould be fome- 
what new as to the expreflion, it is 
certain however that it is not fo as to 
the thing itfelf; fince what we call Irae? 
according to the fpirit, is nothing elfe 

but 
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but that body or fociety of juftmen, and 
of the faithful among the Jews as well 
as the Gentiles, whofe light and falva- 
tion the Meffiah was to be, and who are 
fo exprefsly fet apart from the wicked, 
Ifraelites in the Oracles which we have 
recited. 
As to the figurative fenfe, it was 
appointed fo by the Divine Wifdom, 
that we fhould eafily difcern it from the 
literal fenfe. This the words them- 
felves, or the coherence of the difcourfe, 
or the force of the fenfe, often evidence 
of their own accord: and be it how it 
will, the event, the trueft and eafief 
explanation of all Prophecies whatever, 
alfo proves it. | 
We may eafily find that there is fome. 
figure implied in thefe words, * “ Re- 
joice ye. with Jerufalem, and be glad 
with her all ye that love her, &c. that 
ye may fuck, and be fatished with the 
* Ifa, Ixvi. 10, 11, 12. Q 
breafts 
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breafts of her confolations; that ye 
may milk out, and be delighted with the 
abundance of her glory. For thus 
faith the Lord, Behold, I will extend 
peace to her like ariver, and the glory 
of the Gentiles like a flowing ftream: 
then fhall ye fuck, ye fhall be borne up- 
on her fides, and be dandled upon her 
knees.”’ This figure I think is fo evident 
of itfelf, that it is impoffible for io 
man to miftake it. 

Neither can we doubt, from the fe- 
quel of the difcourfe, that the follow- 
ing words of the 11th of Hfaiah, ver. 6, 
7, 8, muft be taken in a figurative fenfe : 
“ The wolf allo fhall dwell with the 
lamb, and the leopard fhall le down 
with the kid ; and the calf, and the young 
lion, and the fatling together; anda 
little child fhall lead them. And the 
cow and the bear fhall feed, &c. And 
the fucking child fhall play on the hole 
of the afp, &c. ‘They fhall not hurt 

hor 
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nor deftroy in all my holy mountain; 
for the earth fhall be full of the know- 
ledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the fea.” 

From thefe laft words, for the saath 
Shall be full, &c. which have uo kind 
of relation to the union among beatts, 
we are fufficiently informed that they 
are intended for an allegorical delcrip- 
tion of the peace and union that ought 
to reign amongtt men. 

Neither can we much fcruple to take 
Ina figui ative fente thofe words of the 
2d chapier of the Prophecy of [aiah, 
That the mountain of the Lord’s houje 
Shali be efiablifhed in the top of the 
mountains; fince the ablurdity vufa li- 
teral fenfe makes us preiently under- 
ftand that we mu{t have recourfe to a 
myttical one. 

Laftly, the event will not permit 
us to doubt that we muft acknow- 
ledge a figurative fenfe, in this remark- 

able 
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able Oracle of Malachi: * ‘‘ For, from 
the rifing of the fan even unto the go- 
ing down of the fame, my name fhall 
be great among the Gentiles; and in 
every place incenfe fhall be offered un- 
to my name, and a pure offering.” 
For fince we have feen, that the name 
of the Lord our God (who was former- 
ly known in Hrael only) was worfhipped 
and adored from the rifing of the fun 
unto the going down of the fame ; and 
that it is now become the object of the 
confidence and devotion of fo many 
nations, which, though they had not 
before any knowledge of him, now 
hope and call upon him in their necef- 
fities, return him thanks for the bene- 
fits they receive from him, and own 
him as the author of their joy and their 
falvation; (this being the effential 
part of true religion, and far more 
acceptable than the fat of bealts and the 

| * Chap. 1. 11. pen 
bload 
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blood of viétims;) we cannot doubt 
that the Gentiles were admitted into 
the covenant of God. And, though 
the ceremonial law of Mofes be quite 
out of praétice, the Event, which 
very well juftifies the truth of this Pro- 
phecy, fhews that the Prophet Malachi 
underftood in it, all along, the facri- 
fice of thankfgiving, and the pure of* 
ferings of prayer, of almfgiving, and of 
repentance. 

But if to all thefe considerations we 
add an effential remark of Mr. Pafchal, 
That Divine Wifdom was minded to 
intermix, in all the Prophecies touch- 
ing the {piritual kingdom of the Mef- 
fiah, fome paffages that concerned the 
temporal ftate of the Jews, with a par- 
ticular defign to make them fix their af- 
fections the more upon him, and engage 
them the more religioufly to preferve 
thofe Oracles which contained their 
hopes; or to make us Chriftians look 

upon 
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upon the temporal ftate of the Jews, 
as a.fair image of the {piritual kingdom 
of the Meffiah; or to cever with fome 
veil that truth and grace which was to 
be fully revealed to us only in Jefus 
Chrift; or to accommodate himfelfto the 
capacities of the men of thofe days, and 
to make ufe only of the notions which 
were already imprinted in the minds of 
the Prophets, and which were known 
and familiar to all their hearers; or 
elfe to try men themfelves, by repre- 
fenting, unto {piritual men, a fpiritual 
fenie under che cover of temporal blef- 
fings : and permitting carnal men to lofe 
thofe {piritual benefits, which, being 
blinded by their paffions, they could 
not diicern, aud to be moved only by 
the temporal bleflings under which they 
were veiled, and fo to lotfe the fubftance 
by catching only at the fhadow; I fay, 
if we add this confideration to what has 
been faid, we fhall not at all wonder 

| that 
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that the Prophets fhould fo often pads, 
from the confideration of thofe things 
that concern Chrift and his Church, to 
the confideration of the things thatrelate 
to the common-wealth of Judah and 
Ifrael. 


CHAP. 
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CAP TO ROR 


We fhall now examine Facts related 
wm the Gofpels, and fee whether 
they are capable of Illufion or Im- 


pofture. 


TH ESE Books contain an infinite num- 
ber of extraordinary, divine, and ad¢ 


mirable things; but the principal of 


them are reducible to thefe four heads. 
I. The birth, genealogy, and education 
of Jefus Chrift, with all the circum- 
{tances of them. Il. The exercife of 
his office, confirmed by an infinite num- 
ber of Miracles from his Baptifm to 
his Afcenfion. III. The holinefs of 
his life and converfation feen clearly on 
feveral occafions, and fhining through- 

, out 
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out the various aétions of hislife. IV. 
His do€trine and his Prophecies. 

From thefe four different heads the 
brighteft evidences of truth iffue. After 
what has been * already offered on the 
fubjeéts of the Birth and Office of the 
Meffiah, we proceed to examine the 
exercife of his divine character, con- 
firmed by his miracles, his conduct, his 
doctrine, and his prophecies; keeping 
ftill to the method of raifing, as we pro- 
ceed, as many difficulties as we can, 
and of urging them with all their force; 
in order to ftop, if it be poffible, the 
complaints of the incredulous againft us, 

We are to confider, in the Mira- 
cles of Jefus Chrift, their number, 
variety, and greatnefs; the noife they 
made in the world ; and the manner in 
which they were received. And, firft, 
the Evangelifts make the number, varie- 
ty, aud greatnefs of them appear, in 
telling us that he changed water into 
wine in Cana; that he reftored fight te. 


* See Chapters, VI, VII. 
the 
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the blind, hearing to the deaf, and 
health to the fick; that he cleanfed the 
leprous; healed the fick ofthe palfy ; 
cured one of a withered hand, another 
ofa dropfy, and a third difeafed with 
an flue of blood ; caft out many devils ; 
yaifed the dead to life; appeafed. the 
ftormy winds and tempefts ; and at fe- 
veral times wonderfully fed many thou- 
fands in the wildernets. Thefe Mira- 
cles, very numerous indeed, and differ- 
ent from each other, could not pro- 
ceed but from a Divine Power. 

To this we muft add, that they are of 
fuch a nature as could not be conceal- 
ed from the knowledge of men;_ that 
they muft neceflarily have had an infinite 
number of witneffes ; fo that ifthe Apof- 
tles had invented the account of them, 
they might foon have been contradicted 
by an infinite number of people. 

Nor. indeed did the moft invete- 
rate enemies of Chrift dare altoge- 
ther to deny the evidence of them; 

becautfe 
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becaule they accufed him of healing the 
fick on the fabbath day, and pretended 
that he caft out devils by Beelzebub, 
the prince of the devils; this fort of ca- 
lumny being as it were an extorted 
confeffion of his infinite power, and a 
teftimony which they bore, in fpite of | 
themfelves, to the truth of his Miffion. | 
Befides, it is eafy to believe that the 
Evangelifts did notinvent, of themfelves, 
what they make the Scribes and Phari- 
fees utter on this acconnt; becaufe 
they unanimoufly agree in the relation 
they give of it; they reprefent Jefus 
Chrift refuting this calumny, and af- 
furing us on this occafion, tat blaf- 
phemy againft the Holy Ghoft would 
never be forgiven, a thing which could 
not eafily enter into the mind of anyman. 
In a word, the Jews that came after, be- 
ing compelled to own that Jefus Chrift 
had done feveral miracles, were obliged 
to fay that he had found out the true pro- 


i< nun- 
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nunciation of the great word Jehovah, — 

and that by the help of this pronuncia-,_ 

tion (a pattern of which he had found 9 
-in the temple) he wrought fo many mi- 
racles. See, into what extravagant — | 

opinions men neceffarily fall, when ‘ 

they endeavour to fhun the force of. 
truth ! re 
But, not to infift on all thefe vain chi- 
meras, neither of the two following - 
truths: can reafonably be contefted. 
The firft is, that Jefus Chrift pretend- 
ed to have worked many miracles. This — 
is what his enemies reviled him with, 
when, ftanding round about his crofs, 

they faid, “ he faved others, himfelf he 

cannot face: Let him now come down 

from the crofs, andwe will believe him.” 
The fecond is, that the difciples who 

_ followed him, certainly knew whether 
he wrought any.miracles or not. For, — 
fnce the affertion belongs to evident 
and fingular miracles above the reach 
| of 
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of human power, they could not but 
certainly know the truth of them. 

Things being thus fuppofed, I fur- 
ther confider, that, of the many dif-— 
ciples which Chrift had, there were 
but two that proved unfaithful to 
him. But it was not long before they 
did right to the truth, though each of’ 
them in a very different manner. ‘The 
one was moved with a fenfible regret, 
and wept bitterly ; the other was fo tor- 
mented with the remorfe ef confcience, 
as to fall into defperation. 

If Chrift had been an impoftor, how 
came Peter to repent, and’ Judas to » 
defpair! If he falfely boafted of many 
“miracles, thofe two men, thefe two 
conftant and perpetual witneffes of his 
aGtions, muft neceffarily have known it; 
and if they did certainly know it, whence 
could then proceed the repentance of 
the one, and the detpair of the other ! 

k g It 
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It would be of no avail to ufe any 
evafions in the hiftory of Judas, which 
the writers of the New Teftament have 
reprefented to us asa thing publickly 
‘known to the world. “This man,” fays 
ot Peter in the firft chapter of the Acts 
of the Apoftles, “‘ purchafed a field 
with the reward of iniquity ; and, falling 
headlong, burft afunder in the midft, 
and all his bowels gufhed out. And it 
was known unto all the dwellers at Je- 
rufalem, infomuch as that field is cal- 
led in their proper tongue, Aceldama, 
that is to fay, the field of blood.” Is 
it poffible to be more particular in any 
thing? And could the writer ef the 
Aé&s be fo foolifh to imagine that he 
might invent all thefe circumftances, 
and make St. Peter utter them, with- 
out making him ridiculous and himfelf 
liable to be contradicted ! 

In like manner the Evangelifts tell us 
all the circumftances of the death, and 

re~ 
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refurreétion, of Jefus Chrift. They 
fay that at his death there was a great 
darknefs, and a dreadful earthquake,. 
that the rocks burft, and the vail of the 
temple was rent in twain from the top 
to the bottom. If all this were mere in- 
vention, thofe writers fhewed but little 
reafon in choofing fuch {trange circum- 
{tances to impofe upon belief. Was it 
fuch an eafy matter to perfuade all the 
mhabitants of Jerufalem that, on the 
day Jefus Chrift was erucified, the vail 
of the temple was rent in twain, and 
feveral other remarkable prodigies were 
feen ? Was it not an odd method of ob- 
taining credit amongft men? And thofe 
men too who related fuch things, con- 
trary to the certain knowledge of every 
one, and fo foon after they were faid' to. 
have been brought to pafs, could they 
thus gain over to their fide fo many 
thoufand people r 

K 3. As 
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” Asto the Refurrection of Jefus Chriff, 
the Evangelifts relate that the ftone of 
_his fepulchre was fealed, and a watch 
fet over it; that the foldiers afferted 
thatthe difciples of Jefus came by night 
and frole away his body whilft they flevt, 
_&e. Ifyou doubt whether the foldiers 
were fuborned by the chief priefis, and 
reported-accordingly that the body of 
Chrift had been ftolen away by his difci- 
ples, St. Matthew will inform you of this 
circumftance in fucha manner as will 
infallibly clear all your doubts. “Now,” 
fays he, ‘‘ fome of the watch came into 
_the city, and fhewed): unto the chief 
priefts all the things that were done. 
And when they were affembled with the 
elders, and had taken counfel, they 
gave large money unto the foldiers, fay- 
-ing, fay ye, his difciples came by night 
and ftole him away while we flept. 
And if this come to the governour’searsy 
we will perfuade him and fecure you. 


So 
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So they took the money, and did as they 
were taught: And this faying is com- 
monly reported among the Jews unto 
‘this day*.” . i 
Here the Evangelift is far from de- 
figning to deceive the publick in thofe 
‘things, which he pretends were pub- 
lickly known. It is therefore to be con- 
feffed that a watch was fet over the ‘fe- 
pulchre of Chrift, and that fome of 
the watch reported fuch things as are 
‘mentioned by the Evangelifts, or at leaft 
that it was fuppofed that what has been 
cited was their report. The queliion 
therefore is, Whether thedifciples did 
really fteal away the body of Chrift 
from the midft of a company of foldiers 
‘that were appointed to guard it. Let 
‘us’ only reflect a little on the per fons 
of the difciples, who were no other 
than® poor and timid fithermen; on 
their difperfion, their trouble, and 
® Chap. XXVill. 11, 12, LS) 44,75 : 
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heavinefs; on the triple denial of the 
ftouteft of them all, together with, all 
other circumftances of that event; and 
it will appear that they were fo far,from 
executing fuch a dangerous undertak- 
ing, that it was impoffible fuch a defign 
could haveever entered into their hearts. 
And therefore Pilate was fo truly 
convinced of the truth of theRefur- 
reGtion of Chrift, that he wrote .to 
Tiberius about it. And it was on the 
account of Pilate’s letter, that this em- 
perour went to the Senate, and pro- 
pofed the infertion of Jefus Chrift 
among the gods. We have no reafon 
to fufpeét this hiftory, efpecially if we 
confider that Tertullian himfelf relates 
it in the Apology which he addreffes to 
the Senate and the Roman emperour, 
who needed only to have confulted 
their regifters to find the aions of Pi- 
late, as they were fo often defired to 
do by all thofe who wrote apologies in 

behalf of the Chriftians. 
In 
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In the meamw time we have no great 
occafion of this outward teftimony, be- 
caufe there can be nothing more infepa- 
rably interwoven than thefe truths are. 
And we need only carefully perufe 
the Gofpels to be fatisfied in this point. 
We have feen the Miracles of Jefus. 
Chrift with all their circumftances; we 
fhall now fhew that his Holinets of Life 
was no lefs extraerdinary than. his: 
Miracles. | 


Ko CHAP, 
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CH ACP: a 


Of the Holinefs of Life of Jefus 
Chrift. 


IF Jefus Chrift was neither the true 
Mefliah, nor the Son of God, and if he 
falfely boafted that he wrought many 
Miracles, his difciples muft neceflarily 
have confidered him as an impoftor, as’ 
foon as his death fruftrated the hopes 
and promifes they received from him, 
And if they confidered him as an im- 
pottor, there is little appearance that 
they fhould propofe him as a model of 
virtue and perfeCtion to mankind. 

But fuppofing they had this defign, 
we may reafonably imagine that, having 
neither the learning nor eloquence of 
the authors of that age, they would 

have 
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have had no better fuccefs in drawing 
an imaginary character of their Matter, 
than others in reprefenting the excel-- 
lencies of thofe great men whom it was 
their jutereft to flatter. Yet if we 
feleG the noliteft writings of this kind, 
the lives of great men compoied. with 
all. art imaginable, panegyricks that 
cott thirty years labour ; adding to thefe 
all the’ collected notions of virtue, all 
the wit, and obfervation, with which the 
mott paflionate, judicious, and elegant 
orators can furnifh us ; joining the Cg- 
tos GHA Ariifestiaverner | ; nay, fepa- 
rating their virtues from their im perfec- 
tions, and afcribing to them all the 
good qualities which we find difperfed 
in other men: I. will yet maintain that 
all thefe tdeas, notions, and charaéters. 
come far fhort of that. perfeétion which 
the. Evangelitts: make us conceive of 
Jetius Chr it 5; and that too witliout hy: 

ste ee Derbole 
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perbole or art, and by a bare and fim- 
ple recital of his actions. 

The heroes, of whofe virtue the an- 
cient heathens fo much boatt, direGled 
their actions to no other end than the 
glory of their country, or their own 
ambition. But Jefus Chrift referred 

all his actions to the glory ofGod. Of 
them it may properly be faid, that they 
aimed at nothing elfe but to furnifh an 
infinite number of perfons, joined to- 
gether; in a fociety, with what might fa- 
tisfy their moft inordinate paffions. But 
Jefus Chrift defigned only to fubdue 
the vicious defires and inclinations of 
the human heart. The ancient fages 
would fometimes renounce riches and 
honours, but it was only to become 
flaves to glory. If they overcame fome 
fmall paffions, it was only to fubmit 
themfelves to the tyranny of great- 
er. They facrificed their other affec- 
tions to their pride and ambition of 

; fame. 
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fame. Nay, they were fo puffed up 
with the conceit of their own wildom, 
that they imagined themfelves happier 
than the gods, fancying they owed the | 
temper and inclination of their minds 
to none but themfelves ; that they were 
free from any paffion, and were fole 
lords of all. Jefus Chrift on the con- 
trary teaches us firft to renounce vain 
glory. - This is the firft principle of his 
religion. “ God,” fays he, “‘refifteth the 
proud, but giveth grace to the humble.” 
And he is fo far from leading us to ima- 
gine that we can be happy without the 
concurrence of God, that he fhews us 
the wretched weaknefs and corruption 
of man when feparated from his Maker. 
This, the continual ufe of that prayer 
which he taught us, would fully teach, 
though his morals and moft holy life 
fhould not. The ancient fages of an- 
tiquity either were, or feemed, ‘true 
patterns of juftice. But Jefus Chrift is 

the 


ae 
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the teacher and the true pattern of cha~. 
rity. And it is by charity rather than by 
juftice thatwe refemble the Deity, who 


‘confers good upon men, without being 


obliged thereto. 

It is eafy to pra€tice virtue when at- 
tended with reputation and profperity, 
as the ancient philofophers did; but 
difficult to continue virtuous, as our Sa- 
viour continued, in the midft of poverty 
and ignominy, and in fpite of difgraces. 
and perfecutions. So neceflary is 
efteem in this life, that it feems to be 
the very nutriment of the human heart; 
and if men fincerely confult themfelves,, 
they muft acknowledge that they cannot 
live without it Indeed, when-they think 
that they are not able to. obtain it, they 
abandon themfelves-to-fuch delpair as 
makes them capable of the greateft wick- 
edneis. So when cruelty has rendered: 
princes. odious, it has generally been: 
followed by voluptuoufnefs:impelling: 
them. to :urther fhame; becaule tuch: 

| As perfons: 
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perfons confidered themfelves too bafe 
in the eftimation of men, to entertain 
the hope of recovering the good opi- 
nion they had loft. To fee Chrift 
hated, defpifed, and oppofed, by the 
moft confiderable and leading men 
amoneft the Jews, and not able to 
gain the leaft credit or efteem, unlefs 
with fome poor fifhermen fo grofs and 
ignorant that they could hardly under- 
ftand what he taught them; would it 
not induce us to think that. he had 
fufficient reafon to fall into a kind 
of defpair, and, fince he could never 
hope for reputation, to give himfelf 
up to every pleafure, and make his 
condition the beft he could? Yet we 
fee that, though continually in dif- 
grace and poverty, he omitted nothing 
ef the fevere. practice of virtue. 
When he was infulted, he endured it 
with a fweet and gentle patience: 
When he was defpifed, he went on 

boldly 
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followers were fimple and ignorant peo- 
ple, he ftill bleffled God for it. “TI 
thank thee Father,” fays he, ‘‘ becaufe 
thou haft hid thefe things from the wife 
and prudent, and haft revealed them 
unto babes *.” 

But we fhould wrong the bleffed Je- 
fus by comparing him with the moft ad- 
mired perfons of all ages, fince none 
can come in comparifon with Him who. 
is only like himfelf. 

To fee whether we can find in him 
the leaft fhadow of vice, we need only 
refle&t upon his life and a€tions, repre- 
fented to us by the Evangelifts. Would 
we know whether he was addiéted to vo- 
luptuoufneis, it is only neceffary to re- 
mark that his very enemies durft notcaft 
thisreproach upon him. Iconfefs that 
the Pharifees called hima “glutton and 
awine-bibber, a friend of publicans and 

* Mat. xi, 25 
finners, 
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finners*,” but not becaufe he was lux- 
urious either in meator drink; for they 
meant only that he ought not to have 
eaten with finners, fuch as the publicans 
were; a reproach which Jefus Chrift 
prefently confounded by an anfwer no 
lefs worthy of bis wifdom than’ good~ 
nefs: ‘They that. be whole need no 
phyfician, but they that are fick {.” 
Should we fancy him ambitious, it 1s 
but confidering what ufe. he made of 
his credit amongft the people. He 
privately withdrew, when they would 
have made him king; and always 
told them his kingdom was net of 
this world, Did he feek after vain 
glory? Who declined the praife of 
John the Baptift?, Did he ever flatter 
the doctors of the Law? Did he take 
any of thofe meafures which our pride 
generally ufes to purchafe efteemr 
How did he exclaim againft the vices 


» Matt, Xi. 19, + Mat. ix. ‘12. 
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of the Scribes and Pharifees! And with 
what authority did he fpeak to the peo- 
ple ! Could he be fufpeéted of defign 
or felf intereft, he would have aimed 
at fome temporal advantage. And 
had he been a fanciful or melan- 
choly perfon, he could never have 
“preached that excellent Sermon on the 
Mount. Confider the folidity of his 
anfwers to thofe who afked him quef- 
tions, and the beauty of his maxims, 
which feem wholly to proceed from 
piety and charity, and yet from fuch 
fublime and excellent morality, as is 
all along contained in the doétrine 
which he taught the peop on the 
‘Mount. 
He exprefied himfelf in a fimple but 
’ noble ftyle, worthy the eternal wifdom 
of God, ‘ and fuitable to the fimplicity 
of every man’s underfianding. And 
as if he had lived only to do good; he 
was never.weary of exhorting'men to 
| live 
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live well. He travelled over all the 
villages of Galilee with an indefatiga- 
ble patience. He fpent the days in in- 
‘ftru€ting. the multitude, and the nights 
in making his fupplications. to God. 
Herejected none that offered themfelves 
to him, and confidered not men by their 
outward appearance. When he de- 
fired to be followed, it was not for 
the pleafure he took in a great retinue, 
but in order the better to teach the 
multitude. When he ate and drank, 
it was with thofe people only whem he 
had a defign to convert. When he 
fpoke of the things of this world, he 
ufed them only as reprefentatives of 
things above. When he fharply re- 
buked his difciples, it was becaufe 
they would put a ftop to the work of his 
miniftry. When he was defired to eat, 
he replied, ‘‘ his meat was to do the 
will of his Father.” When he thirfted 
and came nigh unto any fountain, ‘it 

was 
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was rather to put men in mind that he 
was the fpring of life, than to quench 
any thirft of his own. Whatever of- 
fered itfelf to his fenfes, elevated his. 
thoughts to fomething divine. [He was. 
far from that bufy curtofity, that pre- 
- ference of himfelf before others, that. 
falfe modefty fo frequent among men, 
and indeed from all thofe other atteét- 
ed virtues, which no lefs difcover the 
bottom of our corruption, than our vices. 
themfelves. His concern for his fami- 
ly never came in competition with his. 
concern for the kmgdom of God. It 
was not felf-love, but a divine love 
which was the rule of his affe&tions, 
fince he called all thofe, who did the will 
of his Father in heaven, his father, mo- 
ther, and brethren. If he was angry, it 
was his concern for the glory of the De- 
ity ; and he was eaten up with the zeal 
of his houfe, when he found that the 
Jews had made it a denof thieves. He. 

not 
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not only patiently endured, but par- 
‘doned, a thoufand injuries, nay, obliged 
himfe!f to love his enemies; command- 
ing all his true difciples to exert their beft 
endeavours in conforming to this exam- 
ple. In a word, however nicely you 
may fearch and examine the heart of 
man, you will never find in it fuch vir- 
tues as thofe of Jefus Chrift were. Con- 
fider well the conduét of his whole life, 
and you will fcarcely find the leaft ap- 
pearance of any of the inordinate paf- 
fions or irregular defires of other men’s 
hearts. Confider all the pleafures and 
profits of the world, and you will find 
that they are things which Chrift 
never fought. Examine, one after an- 
other, all, his proceedings and all his 
actions ; and you will find that they did 
not in the leaft incline to the things of 

this world. 
After what manner can we think the 
eternal Son of God muft have lived in 
7 this 

3 
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this world, fuppofing he came into it, 
unlefs as Jefus Chrift? what other lan-= ~ 
guage ought he to have fpoken but that 
of Jefus Chrift ? what kind of virtues 
ought he to have pra&tifed but his vir- 
tues ? what kind of charity ought there 
to have appeared in him, but that of - 
Jefus Chrift? and to whom ought le — 
to have been conformable, but to that 

Man, in whom we find fomething more’ 
than man, even the virtues of a God, 

concealed under the flefhly veil of hu- 

man infirmity ? } 

We cannot fufpect that it was ambi- 

tion as well as his other qualities which 

exalted him fo far above all other men, 

and that his defign was only to raife 

himfelf to the higheft authority in reli- 

gion. He muft then have forefeen (that 
which afterwards came to pafs) that his 

crofs would be acknowledged in ‘all the 

world. . And, to forefee that, he muft 


have been a Prophet. But though he 
fhould 
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fhould have. forefeen all thefe things, . 

{till it was neceffary that he fhould have 
had ftrength enough to overcome him- 
felfy ta, overcome himielf continually ©. 
and. in all refpeéts, to renounce all the. 

pleafures of life, and expofe himfelf to 
the moft. cruel fufferings. Yet it was. 
impoffible that his foul fhould have been - 

continually ftrengthened to that degree 
by the bare confideration of a glory 
that feemed to be imaginary, and alfo 
at fuch a diftance. In fhort, we know 
partly what. kind of virtues may pro- 
ceed from the bottom of a worldly and _ 
ambitious heart; and we alfo very dif- 
tinctly know that a virtue fo folid, fo 
univerfal, fo far from any hypocrify and 
affeéiation, fo contrary to the virtues of 
the world, of a character above imita- 
tion, above thofe very ideas which men 
frame to themfelves of it, could no 
more arije.from fuch a fource as a 


worldly 
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worldly and ambitious heart, than light ‘ 
iean be faid to proceed from darkness. — 
But who will affure us that the Evan- 
gelifts did not flatter their Mafterip his — 
_charaéter, and reprefent him as ‘he 
ought to be, not as he was? This 
thought has yet lefs folidity than the 
former. But fuppofing it to be an in- 
genious conceit, I afk, how could fome 
poor, fimple, and ignorant fifhermen 
invent fuch a model of virtue as was 
never feen or thought of before, the 
idea of which is fo far above what all an- 
tiquity gives us of its heroes ? Befides, 
the Evangelifts make no eulogies upon 
their Mafter, nor aggrandife his virtues, 
nor affeé to give us a more particular. 
view of his beft aétions; but they only 
offer a bare and fimple recital of them, 
without any art or defign. Nay, fuch 
is their fincerity, or, if you will, their 
want of judgement, (for we freely per- 
mit the incredulous to make what fup- 
? pofitions 


Prophecy and Accomplihinent. 217 


pofitions they pleafe,) that they related 
fuch things as at firft fhock our thoughts, 
and upon which impious men chiefly 1n- 
fifi, fuch as the complaint of Chrift, 
My Ged, Aly God, why hafé thou for- 
faken me! Befides this, the circum- 
ftances with which they relate all the 
actions of their Mafter, fufficiently con- 
vince us of their fincerity. For is it 
probable that the Evangelifts fhould 
have invented the murmurings of the 
Scribes and Pharifees, who reproached 
them, faying, ‘* Why do ye eat and drink 
with publicans and finners?” or that 
controverly betwixt the ambitious difci- 
ples, on whofe account it was that Jefus 
Chrift, having taken up a little child,: 
told them they muft be like that child, 
if they would qualify themfelves for the 
kingdom of heaven? a wonderful dif- 

-courfe indeed both for its fhortnefs 
and fimplicity, which fufficiently fhews 
us the yery foul of our blefled Lord! 
L It 
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Tt is not one fingle writer of all thefe, 
that relates thole a€tions; there are 
three of them, who wrote after fuch a 
manner as manifeftly evinces that they 
copied not each other’swritings. And, 
if you would be further fatisfied, the 
Apofiles themfelves prove the, holinefs 
of life of their divine Mafter, by imita- 
ing his a€tions. ‘The primitive Chrif- 
tians fhew us how well the Apoftles liv- 
ed, by followingtheir example. If you 
fhould defire, we could produce au- 
thentick teftimonies of the holinefs, the 
virtue, the fweet and peaceable temper 
of the primitive Chriftians; there is 
abundance to be found in the writings of 
their very enemies. Weneed only an 
indifferent knowledge of antiquity, to 
banifh all fufpicions in that refpeét. 
Thus the truth appears on all fides ; 
and I fenfibly perceive it as foonas I 
frame any idea to myfelf of the life 
and aétions of Jefus Chrift. Yet I am 


will- 
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willing however, that the incredulous 
fhould not wholly conform their judge- 
ment to mine; and if this argument does 
not move and convince them as much 
as it does me, I offer to them the con- 
fideration of another. 
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CHAP. “XIII. 


_ Of the Prophecies of Jefus Chrift. 


THEY will perhaps be much more af- 
fe&ted with the Prophecies that occur in 
the Gofpel, feveral of which are very 
expressly delivered. Of thefe we fhall 
felect one for particular examination. 
It is that concerning the final deftruc- 
tion of Jerufalem. | 

We may eafily perceive how clearly. 
itis fet down by the Evangelifts, who 
defcribe Chrift foretelling it; and how 
exactly it was afterwards fulfilled. 

The words of the Prophecy are 
thefe. ‘And Jefus anfwering faid 
unto him, Seeft thou thefe great build- 
ings? There fhall not be left one ftone 

upon 
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upon another, that fhall not be thrown 
down, &c. And when ye fall hear of 
wars, and rumours of wars, be ye not 
troubled: for fuch things maft need be, 
but the end fhall not be yet. For 
nation fhall rife againft nation and 
kingdom againft kingdom; and there 
fhall be earthquakes in divers places, 
and there fhall be famines and troubles: 
Thefe are the beginnings of for- 
rows, &c. But when ye fhallfee the 
abomination of defolation, fpoken of 
by Daniel the Prophet, {tanding where 
it ought not (let him that readeth 
underftand) then let them that be in 
Judea, flee to the mountains. And 
let him that is on the houfe top, 
not come down to take any thing 
out of his houle, &c. But woe to 
them that are with child, and to them 
that give fuck in thofe days. For in 
thofe days fhall be affliction, fuch as 
was not from the beginning of the crea- 

ony tion 
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tion which God created unto this time, 
neither fhall be. And except that 
the Lord had fhortened thofe days, no 
fiefh fhould be faved; but for the eleéts’ 
fake, &c. And then if any man fhall 
fay unto you, lo, here is Chrift; or lo, he 
ig there; believe it not. For _falfe 
Chrifts, and falfe Prophets, fhall rife, and 
fhall thew great figns and wonders to fe- 
duce (ifit were poffible) even the eleét.. 
But take ye heed; behold, I have fore- 
_told you all things*.” 

It is not requifite that a man fhould 
be very well acquainted with the Jew- 
ifh hiftory, to know if this Prophecy 
was exactly fulfilled. Thofe, who 
doubt it, may confult the hiftory which » 
Jofephus wrote of it. They will read of 
troubles, of wars, ofrumours of wars, of. 
famines, and of earthquakes, from place 
to place, which for fome years preced- 
ed the final deftruction of Judea. There 


* Mark xiii. 26 


they 
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they will find Jerufalem furrounded 
with armies, and trodden down by the 
Gentiles. There they will read of a 
time, in which it was much better for 
the inhabitants of that miferable coun- 
try, to forfake their abodes in the ci- 
ties, and to flee tothe mountains. There 
they will find the temple of Jerufalem 
burnt down and demolifhed, without 
having one ftone left upon another ; 
and furely be convinced that there was 
never tribulation like unto the tribula- 
tion of thofe days. They will be no 
lénger ignorant of the abomination of 
defolation, of which the Prophet Daniel 
fpeaks, fet up in the holy place, when 
they fee the Jews rufhing into the 
temple, and there deftroying each other 
on a folemn feaft-day. But if they 
would further confult our ecclefiattical 
hiftorians, or the primitive fathers, they 
would find them all agree in this rela~ 
tion, that the faithful difciples of Jefus 

L 4 Chrift, 
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Chrift, who were-at Jerufalem, fled to 
a little city called Pella, after having 
been forewarned by the Spirit; and that 
there can be no longer reafon to think 
thefe words of Chrift obfcure, ‘ but 
pray ye that your flight be not in the 
winter,’ &c. There are few who will 
not perceive the exa& conformity of this 
Prophecy with its Event; and we need 
not at all queftion that certainty. Butgs 
it fo very certain that the Prophccy,was 
not compofed after the event? It con- 
cerns us to inquire. 


Tt appears then firft, that the Gott. 


pels, in which it is related, were com- 
pofed before the deftruction of Jeru- 
falem; becaufe St. Luke wrote not the 
Aéts of the Apofiles, till fome time after 
he had compofed his Gofpel, as he him- 
felf teftifies in thefe words: ‘‘ The for- 


mer treatife have I made, O Theophilus, 


of all that Jefus began both to do and 
to 


“In Wie a 
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to teach, &c*.” Befides, it feems that 
St. Luke had written the Acts before 
the deftruction of Jerufalem ; becaufe he 
isfo far from fpeaking of that event, 
that on the contrary he speaks of Jeru- 
falem as of a city that was {till exifting, 
and in which there was a flourifhing 
Chriftian church. But perhaps this is 
not fo much infifted upon. 

It may be further afked, whether 
that Prophecy might not have. been 
inferted in the Go{pel by fome zeal- 
ous Chriftians, who, having feen the 
deftru€tion of Jerufalem, might have 
teken occafion thence to honour their. - 
Matter, by pretending that he had fore- 
told it. | 

For the removal of this doubt, we. 
fhall obferve firft, that though this Pro- 
phecy be the fame in lub{tance in the 
three Gofpels in which it is related, yet 
it isexprefled after.a very different man- 

* ACS 1. 


Ld ner 7 
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ner; which is fufficient to perfuade us 
that 1t was not inferted by one and the 
fameauthor in the Gofpel according to 
St. Matthew, in the Gofpel according to 
St. Mark, and in the Gofpel according 
to St. Luke. For, to examine the be- 
sinning of it only, it appears that St. 
Matthew relates it thus, chap. 24. 
““And Jefus faid unto them, See ye not 
all thefe things ? Verily Pfay unto you, 
‘there fhall not be left bere one ftone 
upon anothér that fhallnot!be’ thrown 
down. And a8 he fat upon the mount 
of Olives, the difciples came unto’ him 
privately, faying, Tell us when’ fhall 
‘thefe things be,” &c. St. Luke ex- 
prefies himfelf thus, chap. 21. “And 
‘as fome fpake of the temple, how it was 
adorned with goodly ftones, he faid, As 
for thefé’ things which: yé belild, “the 
days will come in the which thére-fiiall 
pot be-left one fione upon dnother.” 
Here he does not fay as St. Matthew, 

2. that 


“he 
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“ that the difciples, as he fat upon the 
mount of Olives, afked him faying 
Matter, when {hall .thefe things be?” 
&e. Laftly, after this manner alfo, St. 
Mark: begins, the narrative, chaps «13. 
“And as he went ovt; of ,,the temple, 
one of his difeiples: daith unto him, Mat{- 
ter, fee what manner of ftohesand: build- 
ings are here. “And:Jefus anfwering {aid 
unto him; Seef{t thou, thefe; great «build- 
ings ? there thal not be left 6 ene: dione: 
upon another that fhall notbe thrown 
down. And as he iat upon the mount 
of Olives over againft the temple, Peter 
and James, and John, and Andrew 
afked him Erivetehyp Tell us, when fhall 
thefe things be,” &c. The laft Evan- 
gelift »perfettly explains and reconciles 
the other two together, by delivering 
all the circumftances of the matter a 
fact, viz. that Jefus was two ae 
times afked concerning the builgling 
the temple, and that the laft time was 

EG. “as 
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as he fat upon the mount of Olives, 
from which might be very well feen the 
temple, and where that profpeét gave 
occafion to his difciples to defire that 
he would explain what he faid of its 
demolition, when he was yet in the 
temple itfelf. In the mean while it is 
to be confefled, thatthe little difference 
we perceive in this refpect between the 
Evangelifts, utterly overthrows the fuf- 
picion we might entertain, that this 
Prophecy was forged by fome perfon, 
who had inferted it inall the three Gof- 

pels. | 
But itis alfo worth our obfervation, 
that the difciples having confounded 
together two very remote events in the 
queftion they afked their mafter, viz. 
the deftruéction of Jerufalem, and the 
end of the world, faying, ‘Tell us when 
fhalt thefe things be ; and what fhall 
be the fign of thy coming, and of the 
end 
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end of the world*r” Chrift anfwered 
without undeceiving his difciples, and 
without diftinguifhing what they had 
thus © confounded together. Now 
what likelihood is there that a man 
who had feen the deftruGtion of Je- 
rufalem, but could not imagine it 
fhould be attended with the end of the 
world, would make the difciples utter 
fuch a queftion, without making Chrift 
anfwer the leaft thing for the clearing 
it P 

And further, how fhould he have 
been able to join in this Prophecy the 
deftru&tion of Jerufalem to the ‘“‘ com- 
ing of theSon of Man in the clouds with 
great powerand glory?” How could 
that man, who had been an eye-wit- 
nefs to the deftruction of Jerufalem 
have reafonably faid, that prefently af- 
ter the tribulation of thofe days, ‘‘ the 
fun fhould be darkened, and the moon 

* Matt. xxiv. 3. 


— fhould 
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fhould not give her light; that the ftars 
fhould fall from heaven, and the pow- 
ers of heaven be fhaken; that men’s 
hearts fhould fail them for fear, and for 
looking after thofe things, and that the 
world fhould mourn ?” &c. How:was it 
poffible that he fhould have intermixed 
all thofe circumftances with. the history 
of that matter of fact,<the falfehood of 
which he. muft, nééeffarily’ well know, 
if he compoféd: the Prophecy after 
the Event? : 

- But do we not here run from one 
difficulty into a greater? For if all 
thofe figns, which were to accompany 
the defiru€tion of Jerufalem, did not 
really come to pafs, in what-then lies 


phestcuth of this Prophecy? 


‘ Polanfwer this/obje@ion; fome think 
ithifficient-to fay,.'that Jcfus Chrift ex- 


prefied,hinvfelf in this place after the 


ufual manner ofthe. ‘Prophets} who fay 
that zature trembles, and heaven and 
earth 
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earth are moved, when God vifits men 
after fome extraordinary manner either 
in his goodnefs, or juftice. ‘They alfo. 
add, that the judgements of Chrift, 
executed on the Jews, are reprefented 
tousasa coming, andas.a fingular com- 
ing, by reafon of the terrible plagues 
he infli@ed on them. | But what feems 
to me ‘more reafonable’ andnatural, 
is, that Jefus Chrift thought it not 
convenient to undeceive his difciples, 
who, being prepoffefled with a favour- 
able opinion of their nation, thought 
that Jerufalem fhould laft as long dsthe 
world; and that the;ruin of the’ One 
fhould be the ruin of ithe, ‘otbery” He 
therefore: feemed to fide’ with their. opi 
nion, and Feprefented to them’ thofe 
two events by the fame figns. 

And. indeed I conceive there enone 
be feveral reafons which, occafioned 
Chrift fo to act. For notto allege here, 
that obfcurity is the. waigPharaeier of all 
noilwi q ene * * ae” Pro- 


232. The Correfpondence of 


Prophecies, and that this fhould 
neceflarily be fomewhat overfhadowed, 
as well as the reft, left any one fhould 
foreknow the time of itsaccomplifhment, 
God having referved that knowledge to 
himfelf, as it is delivered to us in this 
fame Prophecy; was it not alfo necef- 
fary that Chrift fhould follow the 
ordinary cuftom of all the Prophets, 
which is to unite feveral very remote 
events together in one fingle Prophecy, 
in order to fhew that the remoteft things 
are nigh each other in the fight of 
God?  Befides, the deftruction of Je- 
rufalem being the greateft and moft 
perfect defcription of the end of the 
world, what could be more wilely 
thought of than to reprefent the one 
to us by the other, &@ccording to the 
notion of the difciples, who  con- 

founded the two together. 
There happened peftilences, wars, and 
famines, immediately before the def- 
; truction 
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truction of Jerufalem: there will alfo 
happen the like immediately before the 
end of the world. As the tribes which 
dwelt in the holy land, mourned to fee 
the effects of the curfe of heaven falling 
upon their nation ; fo fhall allthe tribes 
of the earth mourn, and be aftonifhed, 
when God fhall deftroy this inferiour 
world, and proceed to the laft judge- 
ment. As the deftruétion of Jerufalem 
occurred not till the Goipelwas preach- 
ed throughout the world, that is, in all 
the parts of the known world ; fo, in all 
appearance, the end of the world will 
not happen, till all the nationswhich lay 
concealed and unknown have been con- 
verted to the faith of Jefus Chrift. As 
there were feen falfe Chrifts, and falfe 
Prophets, before the final deftruction 
-of the Jews ; fo there will be alfo falfe 
teachers who fhall endeavour to feduce 
men, before the end of the world; and 
it will be often faid, “Io, here is Chrift, 

or 
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or lo, he is there,” before the laftday of 
judgement. ‘As before the deftruétion 
of Jerufalem, Jefus Chrift gathered to- 
gether, in fome Chriftian churches, the 
elect from the four winds of heaven, 
by the preaching of the | Apoftles, 
his» myftieal angels; fo lhkewife, at 
the end of the world, he will fend his 
angels to raife his eleét from the duft 
and obfcurity of the grave. ‘“* For the 
Lord himfelf fhall defcend from heaven 
with a fhout, with the voice of the Arch- 
angel, and the dead in Chrift fhall rife*.” 
As there were feen feveral comets and 
terrible figns that foretold the def 
truction of Jerufalem ; as the fmoke of 
the city and flaming temple hid the © 
hight of the day, and darkened the 
moon and ftars ; fo, without doubt, the 
end of the world will be alfo attended 
with figus and prodigies more terrible. 
St. Peter faith, ‘ the earth fhall be 


® 1 The iv. 16. ; 
burnt 
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burnt up, and the elements fhail melt 
with fervent heat*,” &c. As the deftruc- 
tion of the Jews happened after an un- 
expected manner; fo alfo fhall the laf 
day come as ‘‘a thief in the night.” As 
Jerufalem and the temple were utterly 
deftroyed as foonasthe Jews had com- 
pleted the meafure of their fins ; fo this 
world, which we inhabit, muft perifh as 
{oon as the end or calling ofall nations 
fhall be fulfilled ; as Chrift himfelf af- 
ferts in the Bac acars under c our pr efent 
confideration. 

Befides, we may reafonably imagine 
the difciples to be always prepoffeffed 
with this opinion, that the end of the 
world would immediately follow the 
deftruétion of Jerufalem. For when 
it was reported among the difciples that 
st. John fhould not die, becaufe Chrift 
had faid to one of them {peaking ofhim, 
“Tf Iwill that he tarry till I come, what 

* 27 heff iii,.10. P 
is 
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is that to thee* r” ‘They carried the ex- 
prefiion zil/ Zcome as far as the end of the 
world. But they might have confined it 
to the deftruction of Jerufalem, a time 
which the Apoftles in reality faw, and in 
which Chrit vifited the Jews in his juf- 
tice. Further, this tradition being 
{pread abroad, that the day of the Lord 
drew nigh, the Theffalonians were fo 
terrified at it, that St. Paul, to com- 
fort them, fent the following affur- 
ances tothe contrary. ‘“‘ Now we be 
feech you, brethren, that ye be not 
foon fhaken in mind, or be troubled, 
neither by fpirit, nor by word, nor.by 
Jetter as irom us, as that the day of 
Chrift is at hand. Let no man deceive 
you by any means; for that day fhall 
not come, except firft },” &e. 

In a word, there is no reafon to won- 
der that that Prophecy of Chrift, fo 
faithfully related by his difciples, fhould 


* John xxi. 22. + % The. ii. 1, 2, 3. 
have 
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have left this imprefiion on their minds. | 
For Chrift on the one hand had given ~ 
Juch marks and figns of his Coming, that 
itfeemed as if the laft judgement was 
immediately to follow it; faying, that 
he fhould appear “as the lightning that 
cometh out of the Eaft; and fhineth 
even unto the Weft :” and on the other > 
hand he had declared feveral times that 
all thofe things thould happen to that ge- 
neration, ‘* that many of thofe who were 
prefent with him, fhould not tafte of 
death until they had feen all thofe 
things.” | 
Since then Jefus Chrift thus united 
two feveral events in one and the fame 
defcription, yet two fubordinate events, 
as like unto each other asthe copy and 
the original may be; it follows thence 
that his Prophecy muft refpect two 
accomplifhments, the one very nigh, 
and the other remote. This, in my 
opinion, is the true way of unravelling 
thefe 
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thefe difficulties. The difciples con- 
founded together two. very remote 
events, and Chrift fuffered them to 
continue in that opinion. It 1s ne- 
ceflary that the Event fhould juftify the 
Prophecies, but not that the Prophe- 
cies fhould be contrary to their Event. 
It is neceflary therefore that they fhould 
be obfcure before their completion; 
but clear and eafy when once accom- 
plifhed. | ‘ 
-Yet however probable what I cee 
laid down may feem to be, I fhould be 
forry that any one fhould think I 
lay the firefs of my argument upon vit, 
I make a_ diftinétion between bare 
conjectures, and true and -certain 
principles; and I leave the expla- 
nations ju{t now given to the read- 
er’s judgement, and difcretion, I 
am indifferent whether he ufe my 
notions, or thofe of any other man, to 
folve certain difficulties which may oc- 
cur 
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cur in them. I fhall infift only upon two 
certain truths, which, in my. opinion, 
admit of no difficulty. The firlt is, 
that this Prophecy is fo circumftantially 
related, that itis abfurd to imagine it 
compofed after thekvent ; or that a man 
took eccafion from the defiruction of 
Jerufalem (at which none but Titus 
and his army were feen) to make 
Chrift fay, when he foretold that devaf- 
tation, that ‘‘ he would come in the 
clouds of heaven; that he would fend 
his angels to gather his elect from the 
four winds; that they would fee him 
coming with power and great glory, 
as the lightning that cometh out of 
the Eaft, and fhineth even unto the 
Weft; that all the tribes of the earth 
fhould mourn at his coming; and that 
that day fhould come as fuddenly as the 
fire of Sodom and Gomorrah.” The fe- 
condt ruthwhich feems.to me altogether 
unqueftionable, is, that notwithftanding 
* that 
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that little darknefs with which the wif- 
dom of God thought fit to overfhadow 
this Prophecy, it was neverthelefs in 
all refpeéts fo very exaétly related in 
all its circumftances, and fo clearly ful- 
filled, that fuppofing it compofed be- 
fore the Event, we cannotbut acknow- 
ledge it to proceed from a Prophetical 
Spirit. For what can we read in the 
hiftory of the Jews, but what is inclu- 
ded in this Prophecy ? The beginning, 
the continuation, and ending of the 
misfortunes of the Jews are all to be 
found in it. It does not foretel a par- 
ticular captivity of that people, but a 
general difperfion of the whole nation; 
“and they fhall be led captives into all 
nations*.” Chrift weptoverJerufalem on 
another occafion at his entering into it, 
and uttered thefe compafiionate werds, 
“QO, that thou hadft known, even thou, 
at leaft in this thy day, the things which 


* ‘Lune ZX 24, 
belong 
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belong to thy peace! But now they are 
hid from thine eyes. Tor the days 
fhall come upon thee,that thine enemies 
fhall caft a trench about thee, and 
compa{fs thee round, and keep thee 
in on every fide; and shall lay thee 
even with the ground, and thy children 
within thee; and they fhall not leave 
in thee one {tone upon another: be- 
caufe thou kneweit not the time of thy 
vifitation *,” | 

And can any one believe that this 
paflage of our Saviour’s weeping over 
Jerufalem was alfo inferted in the Gof- 
pel? Were all thofe prophetical para- 
bles inferted too, in which Chrift 
threatened the Jews with approach- 
ing deftruétion ; telling them one while, 
that the Lord would let his vineyard to 
other, hufbandmen, after having def- 


wr tls Ge RES 6 42,43, 44, 
M troyed: 
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troyed them as {o many unfaithful fer- 
vants ;‘another while, that the king, who 
had invited them to the marriage of his 
- fon, would fend his foldiers to deftroy 
them and burn up their city ? 

But not to go fo far off, one of the 
marks, by which they ought to have 
known thatthe Event which Jefus Chrift 
had foretold drew nigh, was that the 
Gentiles were to be called to the know- 
ledge of the true God. He therefore 
that inferted this Prophecy in the Gof- 
pel, muft have imagined that, in his 
time, the Gentiles had already been 
called to the knowledge of Jefus Chritt. 
But fince there was then an infinite 
_ number of Chriftians difperfed through- 
out the world, and fince aninfinite num- 
ber of perfons had the writings of the 
Apoftles in their poffeffion; how was 
it poflible either to alter oradd to them 
feveral parables and chapters, nay, to 
ee corrupt 
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corrupt three Gofpels in three eflential 
places? If fuch a thing had been done 
in Afia, how could it afterwards have 
been received in Europe, where there 
mutt neceflarily have been an infinite 
number of copies of that Gofpel? Fer, 
of all the Books of the New Teftament, 
the Gofpelswere firft compofed. 


And now, donot the incredulous as — 


yet perceive that truth overthrows more 
fcruples than they are able to raife a- 
gainft it; that they centinually offer 
violence to their reafon, by refitting 
the truth which appears on every fide fg 
{trong and invincible; and that (though 
their reafon is fome times fo blinded 
by their paffions that they cannot fee 
things in their proper light, ) the objeéts, 
the nature of things, and the truth 
which is immutable, never deviate into 
any compliance with the weak fancies 
of their underftanding, or the perverfe 
inclinations of their heart ! 
THE END. 
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Page 1. [A] Since it was foretold, &c.] 
See particularly Gen. ii. 15, xii. 3, xxii. 18, 
xhx. 10. Num. xxiv. 17, 19. Deut. xvi. 
15. ~ Isaiah ix. G, 7, xi. 1,3, 6, 9, xl. ly 3, 
4. Jerem. xxii. 5, 6, xxxili. 16. Ezek, 
xxxlv. 23, 25, xxxvil. 22, 23; 24, 25. Dan. 
vi. 13, 14. Haggai ii. 6, 7. Zech. ix. Qs 
ae it 

Page 27. [bp] The misfortunes that have 
befallen the Jews, fince the death of the Me/- 
fiak, &c.] That the Jews were driven out froin 
their own country, were exiles in all quarters 
of the world, always feparated, yet always 
united in their prayers, abounding in wealth, 
and infinite in numbers, without being able 
any where to form a diftinct national fociety, 
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or to be incorporated with any other; and 
that thefe people, always known as Jews, 
ihould fill be preferved, notwithftanding the 
contempt and hatred to which they have been 
almott univerfally expofed: Thefe are fatts of 
perfeét notoriety, and may be faid to be before 
our eyes. ‘They are alfo the exaét fulfilment 
of the words of Jeremiah, dnd of many othe: 
Prophecies: “ I will {catter them alfo among 
the Heathen, whom neither they nor their 


- fathers have known,”. Jer. ax. 16. And: in 


} 


Hofea we read, “ The children of Ifrael fhall 
abide many days without a king, and withouta 
prince, and withouta facrifice, Xe.” Chap. 
iii. 4. The threat, or rather the fentence, has | 
remained in force for upwards of feventeen cen- 
turies. The Jews are banifhed from their 
country, and have no where been able to fe- 
cure to themfelves another, though feattered 
by millions over all the face of the earth, a 


fingular monument among, its, inhabitants, 


‘They are difperfed,” fays the Abbe de Pont- 


briant, “in all parts ; they, are found in, the 


Eaft, in the Weft, in Afia, i in Europe, and ins 
Africa: Germany, Poland, Turkey, are the 
places im which they fwarm, out of number.—= 


Other 
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Other nations renowned in hiftory, the Athe- 
nians, the Greeks, the Aflyrians, the Lacede- 
mounians, the Romans, have perifhed. .rance, i 
no longer recognizes the ancient Gauls, Eng- 
land-no more beholds her Saxons. and_ her. 
Danes; all thefe. diftinétions are at an end: 
Neverthelefs the Jews,» who are from the be- 
ginning of the world and with whom the world 
began, {till fubfift. Will the unbeliever call 
this chance? But this word, fo frequently ufed. 
as a cloak te ignorance, isa word of no mean= 
ing. 'Vhat whichis chance in the counfels of 
man, is’ deliberate defign in the counfels of 
the Moft High, who refolves to triumph over. 
all oppofition, and to place the Divinity of 
his Prophecies in the moft refplendent light.” 
T will add, that thefe things mutt be fo, be- 
caufe God had pronounced the decree, Lizek. 
vi. 4—8, v. 15.—The Jews feem to live only 
as an everlafting monument of the vengeance 
of the Almighty, and as a demonttration of the 
truth of our Gofpel, till according to the m- 
tentions of the Divine Mercy, recovering from 
their hardnefs of heart, they open their eyes to 
the light which their perverfe incredulity after 
fu many ages refufes to admit. The illuftrious . 
M4 Patcal 
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Pafeal hence draws this impvefive conclufion. 
«Uf they (the Jews) had all been converted 
by Jefus Chrijt, we fhould have had only fuf- 
pected evidence ; and if they had been utterly 
exterminated, we fhould have had from them 
noncat all.” ‘This enthymem (or argument) 
prefents fach a glorious teftimony as fhould, of 
ifelf, gain refpeét and concetlion from the 
unbeliever—M. Seigneux de Correvon’sNotes 
upon Addifon’s Evidences of the Chriftian Re- 
ligion, tranflated by RK. Purdy, D. D. 8vo. 
1807. p. 475—479. | 
Numerous inftances of oppreflionand mifery, 
of derifion and infult, with which they have 
been treated in almoft every portion of the 
globe, from the firft avowal of their obduracy 
to the prefent time, might be ftated. Let it 
fuftice to fay, that the deftruétion of Jerufalem, 
and the difperfion of the Jews, with their fub- 
fequent calamities, are faéts which irrefiftibly 
maintain the truth of our religion, while they 
call upon the unbeliever, of whatever charac- 
ter or country, to acknowledge, “ altogether 
they perfuade me to be a Chrifitan 
Page 45. [c] The Prophecy of Daniel, 

which, like a torch, gives fo great a light to 


ali 
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all others, &c.] The Prophecies of Daniel 


were in many inftances fo exaétly accomplifhed 
that thofe perfons, who would have otherwife 
been unable to refift the evidence which they 
furnifhed in fupport of our religion, have not 
fcrupled to afhrm, that they mutt have been 
written fubfequently to thofe occurrences 
which they fo faithfully defcribe. But this 
groundlefs and unfupported affertion of Porphy- 
ry, who in the third century wrote againit 
Chriftianity, ferves but to eftablifh the charac- 
ter of Daniel as a great and enlightened Pro- 
phet: and Porphyry, by confefling and prov- 
ing from the beft hiftorians, that all which is in- 
cluded in the eleventh chapter of Daniel rela- 
tiveto the kings of the North and of the South, 
of Syria and of Egypt, was truly and in every 
_particular a€ted and done in the order there re- 
lated ; has undefignedly contributed to the re- 
putation of thofe Prophecies, of which he at- 
tempted to deftroy the authority: For it is 
contrary to all hiftorical teftimony, and con- 
trary to all probability, to fuppofe that the Jews 
would have admitted into tue canou of their 
Sacred Writ, a book which contamed pretend- 
ed Prophecics of what had already happened. 

MO And 
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And indeed it impoflible, that thefe Prophecies 
fhould have been written after the reigmof An- 
tiochus Epiphanes, fince they were tranflated s 
into Greek near an hundred. years before. the 
period in which he lived ;) and: that tranflation 
was in the pofieflion of the: Egyptians, who 
entertamed no kindnefs for the Jews or their 
religion. Thofe Prophecies alfo, which fore- 
told the vittories and dominion of Alexander, 
were fhewn to that conquerour himfelf: by Jad- 
dua, the high prieft, as we learn from’ Jofe- 
phus; and the Jews thereupon obtamed an ex- 
emption from tribute every fabbatical year, and 
the free exercife of. their laws. Many ‘other 
Prophecies in the Book: have. hkewife been 
been fulfilled fince the time of Porphyry.—Dr. 
Gray's Key to the Old) Teft. edit. 1791: ‘p. 
All. : ‘Lsaitieg 
Page 54. [p] The meaning of the fot- 
lowing words: Seventy Weeks, &c.] The 
accurate definition of the time: in which the 
events, here prediéted, flould be fulfilled, us 
aftonihing. In regard to the precife accom 
phfhment of this Prophecy, and to the con- 
firmation of what Abbadie has ftated, Usher's’ 
Annals of the Old Teftament, and Prideaux’s 
Connec- 


$ 


Conitection of. both Teftaments, will afford 
abundant illuftration. See alfo the next note. 

Page 79.[r], If there be fome chronological 
difficulty, in the fupputation of the Seventy 
Hreeks, &c.|. Compare what Dr. Abbadie fays 
in p. 70, refpecting. the period. from which va- 
rious writers date the commencement’ of the 
Seventy. Weeks. ‘The celebrated Dr.:Prideaux 
has thewn (in his Hiftory of the Jews), that if 
they are calculated by beginning with the fe- 
venth year of the reign of Artaxerxes Longit 
manus, or dating from the edict of that prince 
sranted to Efdras ; the Seventy Weeks, or 490 
years,°are found, month by month, from. that 
edict, until the death of Chrift. . Amazing pre- 
_cifiohn! Marvellous conformity with the event! 
Can chance thus diteét things? Can a judicious 
and impartial mind rejeét fuch proofs :-—Note, 
in. Bonnet’s Philofophical and Critical Inqui- 
ries concerning Chrittianity, tranilated by J. 
L. Boiffier, Efq. 8vo. 1791. p. 187. 

The opinion of Prideaux, it appears; has 
been embraced by Mr. de Chezeaux of Lau- 
fanne; whofe uncommon knowledge, and ftin- 
prifing information, were adorned by amodefty, 
eandour, and piety full more uncommon. That 

opinion 


opinion he confidered as the moft confonant 
to hiftory, and as the beft method of calculat- 
mg the times of the predittion. The {kill of 
M. de Chezeaux in aftronomy has been ‘par- 
ticularly noticed by Mr. Bonnet ; and of the 
chronological and aftronomical difcoveries, 
which he made in the Prophecies of Daniel, a 
precife abftraét (he informs us) is given'at the 
end of the third volume of the Addifon of Mr. 
Correvon, printed at Geneva in 1771. Thefe 
-are the words of the illuftrious Mairan, fays 
Mr. Bonnet, to this aftronomer. ‘“ There is 
no poflibility of rejeting the truths and dif- 
coveries which are proved in your differtation ; 
but I cannot conceive how, and for what rea- 
fon, they are fo clearly contained in Holy 
Writ. Who-could have imagined, that im 
provements in aftronomy, and a degree of pre- 
erfion fuperiour to that refultmg from calcula- 
_ tion, on certain very difficult points of: the 
fublime fcienee, fhould be derived from the 
ftudy of a prophet!” 

Page 87. [Fr] But nothing can be more 
ablurdly imagined, &c.} The Jews, (as Let 
The obferves in his trong manner of fpeaking,) 
in their ftruggling againft the prophetical evi 
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dence of the Meffiah, ¢ry all ways, but dare 
ftick to none ; for they are contradictory to one 
another !—Thus, fhutting faft their eyes, they 
dream, and invent Mefliahs, on purpofe be- 
caufe they will not be convinced by the plam 
prophecies of the One and Only Meffiah. 
Where do the prophets fpeak of to Meffiahs ? 
But fpeaking all along of One and of the Son 
or Meffiah, does neceflarily exclude any other. 
If there were two, one would not be the Mef- 
fiah. But this /hameful contrivance fhews how 
hard they are put to it, to elude the plain pro- 
phecies of the Mefliah ; and is a confirmation 
of the true import and meaning of thefe pro- 
phecies, which are not anfwerable but by fuch 
poor and guilty fhifts—Leflie’s Short and 
Easy Method with the Jews, ed. 1726. p. 1g 
—20. 

Page 112. [6] This Prophecy must needs 
concern him, and him alone.\ 'Yo this minute 
and fatisfa€tory examination of the fifty-third 
chapter of Ifaiah, may be added the excellent 
refleGtions of the very intelligent Mr. Bonnet, 
(whofe obfervations are cited innote £) on the 
impreflion which it fixes in an unprejudiced 
mind, 


T open 
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I open the Old Teftament, which. to tits 
day is held forth asauthentick and divine by the 
defcendants, in a dire€t line, of thofe very men 
who. have crucified the Mefenger of Heaven, 
and perfecuted his minifters and firft difciples, 
I perufe this Book, and I meet with a pafiage 
m it (Ifaiah hii.) which excites in me the great- 
eft aftonifhment ;, L think I. am ‘reading an an- 
ticipated and circumftantial hiftory of Chrift; 
f difcover.all the features of his character, and 
the principal particulars of his life ; ina word, 
i think I am readimg the very. evidences ‘of the 
witnefles themfelves. cannot withdraw my 
attention, from this furprizing portrait: What 
features! What. colouring! What’ agreement 
with facts! Flow jolt, how’natural, are the em- 
blems! Emblems,, did 1 fay? It 1s not. the 
emblematical portrait of a very diftant futurity, 
it is a faithful reprefentation of fomething’pre- 
fent ; and that which’ is not yet iti being, 1s 
"painted. as though it were-—Bonnet’s Philofo- 
phical and Critical Inquiries concerning Chrif- 
tianity, p. 18h. . , 

Page 129. [a] Uke oly Ghost choofing | 
David, and fome other remarkable perfons, to 
be the types of the Meffiah, &c.] As Chrift 


was 
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was foretold from time to. time; fo the primi- 
tive Fathers obferve, that diverfe eminent per- 
fons, under the Old Teftament difpenfation, re= 
prefented him in feveral particulars ; as Enoch, 
and ‘Elijah, in ‘being “carried up to heaven’; 
Noah, asa preacher of righteoufnefs ; Melchi- 
fedec, as king of peace, and prieft of the Moft 
High:God: Abraham, as the father of the 
Faithful; Haac, as heir of the Promife, and 
appointed for a facrifice ;’ J acob, im wreftling 
with the angel, and prevailmg, » as Chrift doth 
with his Father by his interceflion :) Jofeph, in 
being foldinto Egypt, and thrown into prifon, 
but wonderfully advanced, and thereby made 
an inftrument.of preferving his family,—as 
Chrift was fold and betrayed by Judas, cait in- 
to the prifon of the grave, but miraculoufly 
raifed up, to be a Saviour to his family’ the 
Church ; Mofes, as a prophet, a law-giver, 
and a deliverer ; Jofhua, m his name as well as 
office, being called Jefus m the Epiiile to the 
Hebrews, and giving poffeffion of the promifed 
land ; Sampfon, in overcoming the enemies of 
the Church, and completing the victory by his 
death; David, m being both a king and a 
prophet; Solomon, asa man of peace, and in 

raifing 
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raifing the Temple of God, which was a figure 
of his Church ; and, laftly, Jonah, in bemg 
three days and nights in the whale’s belly,there- 
by reprefentmg Chrift’s rifing from the dead 
the third day. And however the lives of thefe 
perfons were obnoxious to fome ftains and in- 
firmities ; yet that can no more hinder them from 
being reprefentatives of Christ, than the 
{pots on a picture hinder it from containing 
the delineation of the perfon for whom it is 
drawn.—Collyer’s Sacred Interpreter, vol. ii, 
pp. 8,9. ed. 1782. 
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A CunonoLocicaAL TasLe or EVENTS, 
to which there are References in the pre- 
-ceding Pages; compiled from the Table 
Juljoined ta Collyer’s Sacrep Inrer- 
PRETER, which as formed according éo 
Archbifhop Ufher’s Annals and the Epitome 
of them in our larger Engljh Bibles, 
and to Mr. Echard’s Chronological Tae 
bles. 


Year ofthe 
World. 


9298. Jacob, with his family, gocs down into 
Egypt ; where they and their pofterity 
lived comfortably one hundred and twen- 
ty-one years. 

24°97. The beginning of the Bondage of the 
Ifraelites m Egypt. 

2513. The Ifraelites delivered out of the 
Egyptian Bondage, after being under it 
fourfcore and fix years, and two hundred 
and fifteen years after Jacob’s going down 
into Egypt. 

9553. The Ifraelites go over Jordan into the 

Promifed 


958 A Chronological Table, 
Year of the 
World. » 

Promifed Land of Canaan, Forty years 
after their deliverance out of Egypt. 
2599. ‘The Judges, who continued a little 

above three hundred years. 

2909. ‘The Kings, of which the. firft was 
saul, then David, and next Solomon. 
S000. ‘The temple of Solomon, or the firft 
temple, finifhed four hundred and forty- 
feven years after their entrance into Ca- 
naan, and one thoufand and five years be- 
fore Chrift ; after Solomon had been feven 

years in building it. 

$029. The divifion of the kingdom into J us 
dah and Ifrael, four hundred and feventy 
fix years after their entrance into Ca- 
naan. 

5283. The captivity of the kmgdom of. Hs 
rael by Salmanezer, king of Affyria, feven 
hundred and thirty years after their en- 
trance into Canaan, and two hundred 
and. fifty-four years after the divifion. 

$397... ‘The prophet Jeremiah foretels the 
Seventy Years Captivity, but is difregard- 
ed. Jer. xxv. 8, xxix. 10. 

Nebu- 
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Year of the 
World. 


$398... Nebuchadnezzar marches againit Je- 
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rufalem, and makes it fubject to him ; and 
fends many youths of the firft rank, as. 
well as great treafures from the king’s pa- 
lace and the temple, to Babylon. From 
this period the Seventy. Years of the Cap- 


_ tivity. of the Jews are reckoned; one hun- 


dred and fifteen years after the deftruction 


of the kingdom. of Hrael by Salmanezer. 


Daniel, who was carried among the cap- 
tives, was preferred in the Court of 
Nebuchadnezzar for interpreting bis 
dream. 

6.. After fubduing two preceding revolts, 
Nebuchadnezzar. comes a_ third. time 
againit Jerufalem, upon the revolt of Ze- 
dekiah whom he had appointed king. He 
takes the city, and puts out the eyes of 


- Zedekiah, whom, with many others, he 


carries captive to Babylon. Jerufalem 
and the firft temple are burnt; and the 
Babylonian Captivity eftablithed, in eight- 
teen, years from the beginning of it; 


eight. hundred apd fixty-three years after 


the 
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the entrance of the Ifraelites into Canaan, 
four hundred and fixteen years after the 
temple had been built, aud five hundred 
and eighty-eight years before Chiift. 

$465. Cyrus, fon of Cambyfes king of Perfia, 
and nephew to Cyaxares king of Media, 
having defeated the Babylonian army 
befieges the city of Babylon. 

3466. Belthazzar, king of Babylon, in whofe 
Court as well as in that of Nebuchadnez- 
zar Daniel was preferred, is flam. With 
him ended the monarchy of the Affyrians 
‘or Chaldeans; and Cyrus, having taken 
the city of Babylon, founded the Perfian 
monarchy ; but fora time left the govern- 
ment to his uncle Cyaxares, who is called 
in Scripture, (Dan. v. 31.) Darius the 
Median; by whofe erder Daniel was 
caft into the den of lions. Cyaxares died 
in 3467. 

3467. Daniel having confidered the Seventy 
Years Captivity as now expiring, (agree- 
ably to the prophecy of Jeremiah, ch. xxix. 
10.) prays for the deliverance of the peo- 

ple. 
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ple. God fends the angel Gabriel to 
confirm his hopes, and alfo to foretel the 
Coming of the Mefliah, after feventy 
weeks or years, or feventy times feven; 
that is, four hundred and ninety hoe 
Dan. ix. 

After the extinétion of the Babylonian 
and the foundation of the Perfian mo- 
narchy by Cyrus, the Jews in their own 
country were governed by the High 
Prieft and Sanhedrim, yet under fubjec- 
tion, till the conqueft of the Perfians by 
Alexander, to the Perfian power. 

3468. The Seventy Years of Captivity are 
expired; and Cyrus releafes the Jews 
five hundred and thirty fix years before 
Chritt. 

3469. The Jews lay the foundation of the 
fecend temple, in the fecond year after 
their return; but the Samaritans, not 
being accepted as helpers in the building, 
malicioufly bribed fome of Cyrus’s cour- 
tiers, and hindered the erection during 
his reign. 


Cyrus 
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$475. Cyrus dies, and is fucceeded by his 
eldeit fon, Cambyfes the fecond; whofe 
throne, about feven’ years’ afterwards, is 
ufurpedby Artaxerxes; againft whom feven 
of the Perfian pririces confpire’; and hear- 
ing alfo that Cambyfes was dead, fet up 
Darius Hyftafpes to fucceed in ag go- 
vernment. 9) 
3484. Darius, furnamed Hyftafpes! savceulil 
one Hyftafpes was his father;) in’ the fe- 
cond year of his reign, by the incitement 
of the prophets Haggat.and Zechariah, 
allows the burlding of the temple to pro- 
ceed; which, under('the ‘reigns of Cam* 
byfes and Artaxerxes, had beth aepeee 
-and difcouraged. on 
$488. ‘The fecond temple finifhed in the fixth 
year of Darius, about twenty  years‘after 
the foundation of it had ‘been laid under - 
Cyrus, and five hundred and fifteen years 
before Chrift. $3 
$519. ~Merxes fucceeds his’ fatBier Darius. 
3531. «Artaxerxes, furnamed © Longimanus, 
fucceeds his father Nerxes, and is- very 
fayour- 
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favourable to the Jews; and is fuppofed 
to be that Ahafuerus who married Efther, 
by whom the Jews were preferved from 
the deftru&tion contrived by Haman. Est, 
n, &c. 

§537. Ezra obtains from Artaxerxes Longi- 
manus a commiflion to fet in order the 
Jewilh Commonwealth, and to réform 
the Church at Jerufalem, fixty nine years 

after their return from captivity. zr. 

vil. 

$550. Nehemiah, a religious Jew, the cup- 

bearer of Artaxerxes, procures alfo from 

_him a commiflion to finifh the building of 
the walls of Jerufalem, and to fettle the 
Jewith Church and State. Nehem. i, 
&c. 

3581. Darius Nothus, whofe proper name 
was Ochus; fucceeds to the government 
of the Perfian empire. , 

3600. Artaxerxes, furnamed Mnemon, is the 


next in fucceffiog ; and is followed by 


another Ochus, called alfo Artaxerxes: - 


to whom fucceeded Arogus. 


3668. 
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3668. Darius whofe proper name was Co- 
domannus, is the next; who was after- 
wards conquered by Alexander the Great. 

3672. The Jews in fubjeétion to Alexander 
the Great, whilft he was in thofe parts 
of the world, purfumg his conqueft of the 
Perfians. 

3674. Alexander the Great, having conquer- 
edthe Perfians, founded the Macedonian 
or Grecian empire; and died at Babylon 
‘feven years after. 

3684. After Alexander’s death, his enspire 
bemg feized by his Generals, Pto- 
lemy, who had gotten Egypt, made him- 
felf matter of Judea. ‘The Jews thus be- 
came fubjeét to the kings of Egypt, about 
three hundred and twenty years before 
Chrift. | 

$806. Antiochus the Great, king of Syria, 
prevailing in his wars againft the Egyp. 
tians, the Jews furrendered themfelves to 
him ; and thus became fubject to the kings 
of Syria. ) 

9834, 
LY 
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3834. The Jews are Feedba oppreffed by 

& Antiochus Epiphanes, king of Syriav 

5838. "The Maccabees, defcended from one 
of their prieftly families, become their 
deliverers. The Jews were governed by 
the fame family of the Maccabees fuc- 
ceflively till their fubjeGtion to ee Ro- 
mans. _ 

3941. The Jews are brought under fubjeGtion 
to the Romans by Pompey, one of the 
Roman Generals. 

) 3964. Herod the Great, an fides but of 
the Jewifh religion, is declared by the 
Romans king of the Jews. 

3906. Herod, with the affiftance of Socius the: 
Roman General, befieges and takes Je- 
rufalem with a very great flaughter of the 

~ Jews; and, Antigonus the Iaft reigning. 

by prince of the Maccabees being beheaded, 
becomes fully eftablifhed in eigs kingdonx 
of Judea. 

3996. The temple at J euietea having been. 
much decayed, was in nine years and a half 
repaired, or rather: rebuilt, by Herod ; 
and finthhed eight years before Chrift. 
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sos Jefus Chrift our Ter is; born i in the 
4004 § world. © 
Years of ie 
» Chrift. gee 
Herod the Great died about a year and e 


quarter after Chrift’s Nativity. His do- 
minions. were divided among his three 
fons, Archelaus, Herod Antipas, and 
Philip. 

Archelaus, to whom Judea and Samaria 
were given, is banifhed from his domi- 


-nions,which are made a province fubjeét to 


that of Syria ; and goyernours are fent by 
the Romans into Judea. 
Pontius Pilate becomes the governour, 
under Tiberius the Roman Emperour. 
Jebn the Baptift begins to preach. 
Our Lord is baptized, and enters upon 
his publick miniftry. _He works miracles 
in Galilee ; andat the firft Paffover after 


his Baptifm goes to Jerufalem, and alfo. 


into other parts of Judea and Samaria. 

» Our Lord’s .fecond Pafiover after his 
Baptim. He more and more mani- 
fetts himfelf by preaching and working 


miracles. 


“$2 
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45. 


Our Lord’s third Paffover after his 
Baptifm. | 

Our Lord’s fourth and laft Paffover.. 
He is crucified, rifes again, and afcends 
into heaven. | 

The Holy Ghoft is fent down. 

The firft eftablifhment of the Chriftian 
Church. 

The Apoftles difperfe themfelves to 
preach the Gofpel in the world. 

The Jewifh war begins. 

"Lhe daily facrifice ceafes. Jerufalem 
is taken and burnt by the Roman army. 
An eneis thus put to the Jewith State, a. 
little more than fifteen hundred years. af- 
ter their firft fettlement in Canaan, fix 
hundred and two years after their return 
from the Babylonian Captivity, and thir- 
ty-feven years after the Crucifixion of cur 


Lord. 


oomtety ©). Dae / 


i 


DATE DUE 


GAYLORD #3523P] Printed in USA 


0 U0 UN 


2 3620 


